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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicigl Depariment,
22nd November 1865.

No. 184.  Read the following letter from the Registrar of the High Court of
Judicature at Madras, Appellate Side, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George; dated Madras, 2nd November 1865, No. 66.

Iam directed by the High Court to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,
dated 14th of September last, No. 1817, forwarding an anonymous complamt
against the Civil Judge of Tru,lnnopoly, and requesting the Court to cause inquiry
to be made into the truth of the statements, and to communicate their opinion to .
Grovernment.

2. The Chief Justice and Judges are of opinion that they cannot properly
institute any such i 1nquuy upon an anonymous petition such as that referred to.
They sit constantly in public to hear and redress such grievances as may be
brought forward in an open and regular manner, but they have invariably declined
to allow the powers with which they are vested over the up-country Courts to be
called into action by anonymous communications.

3. Believing that the Government generally proceed upon the same principla

- with regard to anonymous charges, it appears possible to the Chief Justice and
Judges that the Government have been misled by the abstract translation of the

petition It purports to be from certain inhabitants of Trichinopoly, but no name
is given, and the petition is not signed.

4. I am accordingly directed to return it.

No. 185. OrpEr THEREON, 22nd November 1865, No. 1668.

The Governor in Council fully recognizes the objections which, as a general
rule, attach to acting on anonymous petitions ; but he is of opinion that when;, asin
the case now under notice, such petitions contain specific assertions capable of
ample and ready proof or disproof, explanation in respect to such assertions may
properly be called for, without regard to the mode in which they have been
brought forward.

2. The statements made in the petition adverted to in the letter which was
addressed by order of Government to the Chief Justice, under date the 14th Sep-
tember last, to the efiect that an unueccessarily large number of Vakeels had been
appointed to the Tiichinopoly Court, and that the Sheristadar had introduced
several of his relatlons into offices in the Court, were such as could be readily proved
or disproved by a reference to the Civil and Session J udge. As, however, the Ho-
norable the Judges of the High Court have declined to make such a reference, the
Governot in Council resolves to direct that the petition in question be forwarded
direct to the Civil and Session Judge, with instructions to report, first, the number of
Vakeels at present attached to his Court, and the maximum number, if any, which
have been prescribed by the High Court, or may be allowed under the existing
system, and, secondly, whether any relatives of his Sheristadar hold offices in the
Court, and, if so, what offices are so held.

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.
To the Honorable the Judges of the High Court.

»  Civil and Session Judge of Trichinopoly, with original Petition,

Exd, J, H. Burns,
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PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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