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No. 157. Read the following letter from the Inspector General of Police, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Madras,
October 1865, No. 2090, '

I have the honor to submit the accompanying correspondence with the Acting

3rd

Inspector General of Jails, on the subject of removing the worst class of felons into
camp on the occurrence of an epidemic in a Jail.

9. The special matter under reference has been disposed of. The Officers erred
in permitting their protest against removing a number of Yanadies, who were lying
in Jail under sentence of transportation, into camp, to amount to a refusal to.take
the responsibility of their charge. I rectified the misapprehension by a telegram.
But the case is a suggestive one.

ow (3 or 4) cases of cholera of a mild kind occurred in the Nellore Jail
some time ago. The Officer in charge, in communication with the Medical Officer,
determined to clear the Jail. The Police Officers were naturally very apprehensive
about having a number of desperate Yanadies, under sentence of transportation,
sent out in tents. 4

4 Tasked Colonel Wilson, while admitting that if necessary the measure of
removing all convicts must be carried out without reference to Police Officers and
dttendant dangers, to suggest to his Officers that they should consider well before
ordering out the few really dangerous convicts who may be in Jail. This he
objects to do.

5. I still think that it is advisable to do go, as in first excitement of such an
occurrence other considerations are apt fo be lost sight of.

8. Under similar circumstances, the Judge of Cuddapah exercised his dis-
ereet judgment and probably prevented a serious occurrence, without detriment
to the restoration of health in his Jail. Others have done the same.

7. Police Officers have of course been instructed that they are to receive
charge as a matter of course.

From the Acting Inspeclor General of Jails, to the Inspector General of Police, Kotagherry;

dated Ootacamund, 13th October 1865, No. 376.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant, No. 1954, on
the subject of encamping conviets when cholera appears in a Jail as an epidemic, This matter
has already engaged my attention, but as Mr. Pelly informed me that it had been referred to
you, I relrained from laying it before Government, pending the result of the said reference, as I
took it for granted you would direct that all conviets whom the Medical officer might consider it
necessary to remove into camp should be guarded by the Police,

2. 1 herewith enclose an Extract from Mr. Pelly's letter, from which you will observe that
the Police did not content themselves with protesting as stated in paragraph 4 of your lefter
under reply, but positively refused to guard any convict under sentence of transportation for
periodls exceeding seven years, or any State prisoner, ,

8. A telegram was subsequently received from Captain Bowen, to the following effect :—*¢ If
¢ cholera eontinues bad among the transported men left in Jail, the Inspector will carry out your
« order to remove all but life conviets.” This did not improve matters, as the removal was
snade contingent, ot on the extent of the epidemic in Jail, but on ils continuing bad amongst a
particular class, 59 that unless cholera should break out virulently amongst men of that class’ ’
they must be retained in the infected building. Again, the removal of men under such circums
atances might infect the Camp, and in all probability the Medical Officer would hesitate to direct
it. Things appeac to have remained in this state until the 14th, upon which day the matter was
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°F guarding all conwiets v hom the officep 1n charge might, in Communication with the Medieal

) i8 kind. it wi
e “l;;lllcl;a(s)e‘; of thig kind, it will be the duty of the officer in charge, in communication
] icer; to take such 8teps as they may deem most advisable; and I cannot

5. I trust at i anati ; »
ey om”_ha l;po'n this explanation yoy will be good enough to issue such orders as may
starding of gll eonviets Whom the officer or officers abovementioned ma deem jt
Recessary to remove, &

——

Extrgcet from 5 letter from g}, i
: e Officer in charge of Jai) Nello i
. ellore, to the
of Jails ; dated 13th October 1865, No, 31. , o g
I have the honor to brip ing ¢i
g the followin, circamst i i in

general question to which j¢ gives rise, viz, gvhetl . ks Ko
3 : 1 B
r:fx;s:;q:oe:;;n !h,e; outbreak of. an epidemic in 4 Jail, it is open to a Superintendent of Police to
refu me the responsibility of guarding any olaeg of Convicty (whose removal to the camp

2. The follow; ; i g i
following are the ¢ircumstancesg Necessitating this reference My recent communics

tions have kept You informed of 5 second outbreak of Cholers j jai f :
;:Iwus b]r.onght to my notice by the Medical Offjcap in charg:il l?e;?;r:;:c;!t:)h; !(SMIO!;- tA o
¥ a]:fp xcatnon.was promptly responded to, ang the tents arrived on M Wt g
fouo,,mg morning (5 _ 1 Monday afterngop (4th). The
“Mr. Beeson, deputed by the Superintend o g
guarding of.' the camp, had heen ordered toi:;u:£ tl(:"::t cﬁ;i:ze:::: Bélmex:, to superintend the
transportation for g longer period than SeVen years: this Mr. Bceson;f; ﬁOnVlst under sentence of
aubs?quently produced that ordey. On perusal, [ despatched 4 telo ran ';:"e[:_a“d Bt e
at Or.xgole, and received a reply in the course of the day —nog from hii ll;n [, "’“‘Cnaflt S
I believe Acting Depaty Inspector General of Police, to the effect t,b :t "Om.Ca;')tam ST
referred to the Inspector General by telegram, Deeming iy mnlerialnu:n{ ol‘ucctcon had been
delay in the matter, I thereupon sent o telegram to the ClnefSecreta,y i AL there should.be no
course of the evening received a letter from Lieutenant Balmor, of which T OVelmment. and u-x the
distinetly refuses to take charge at the camp of any Convieg under ”ﬂ‘enoem:l C;:o copy. In it he
a longer period than seven years; and of this class there ave at p 'é“ntninetaen in‘t’::m““i” for
ATt : : e Jail, whose
removal to the camp the Medjcal Officer urges, but which I ag Powerless to effycy he Poli
refases to assume the responsibility of guarding them, oct, as the Police
. *® ®
As regards the State prisoners confined during the pleagure of Govemment, the Inspector
respectfully, but decidedly, refused to receive them.
(True Extract), -
(Signed) W, J, WILSoN,
Aeting Inspector General of Jails,

.l
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No. 158, O=rpER THEREON, 16th November 1865, No. 1642,

The Governor in Council considers that the view of the case taken by the

Inspector General of Jails is the correct one, The duty and the responsibility of

moving prisoners from Jail into Camp, on the appearance of an epidemic, must rest
with the Officer in charge of the Jail and the Medical Officer ; and 47 whom they
order to be removed must be moved, whatever may be their sentences. Itis 4 mat-
ter however in which the Officer in charge should be careful to exercise a due dis-

cretion,

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary,

To the Inspector General of Police.
of Jails,

.

T 7

Exd, J. H. Burns,

~
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