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No. 245, Read' the following letter from J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector General of
Jails, tothe Honorale A.J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secrciar) to Government,

Fort Saint George ; dated Ootacan.and, 22nd November 1864, No. 532.
In forwarding to you my notes on the Coimbatore Jail, T must beg the Govern-
ment to defer all notice of what I have said as to the removal of ailing and infirm
prisoners generally, till it receives my notes on the Bengal Committee’s Re port on

Jails.
9. The subject of the 1st four paragraphs will probably be communicated to
the Public Works Department.

3. The rest requires no order, all matters noticed being within my own control.

COIMBATORE.
1 visited the new building with Colonel Walker, Superintending Engineer, on the morni
the 21st August. Mpr. Smith who has recently joined as an Assi

and lived on the ground. Several diserepancies in the plans and estimate

. : 111 Thase Rl e 9180 11 ‘7 i = L 1
nature, were pointed out to me and adjusted. These plavs were also in several points defective, and

the

imates not in all cases in accordance with the specifications agreed on with Colonel Ouche
terlony. and which Colonel Walker subsequently sug ind

sted as improvemen

on the work, it is even found to be & measare of economy to u
much greater extent than was p: ed, and this change has my con¢urrence.
2. In designing the building, neither Colonel Ouchterlony or I were aware of the fac
which an excellent stone, with a smooth and parallelfracture, could be obt.ined;and under the
impression that the rubble work would be neither safe or economical to a greater height than four
feot from the Hoors, it was It solved to limit the building in stone to that he ighti %o plan and edtis
timates were subsequently sent for revision and remarks to the District Enginecr, and the stone
work was restricted to the foundations and base.” Experiénce has shown that the whole iy o
economy and advantage, be constructed of stone, and I have authorized this change in the design.
3. 'Three times gince
Assistants in charge, with every one of whom I have been in communication, partly with the view
to aiding in getting timber, iren, and iron gates for the building, On these points my intercourse has

ast January, when I visited these works, has a change Leen made of

v not been strietly official, and the result has been that the suggestions to each have not

of neces ) i
been acted on before a change took place. I have again, at Colc est, Wwritten to

bespeak Mr. Kohlof’s promised advice and assistance to Mr. Smith in procuring timber. I have

also secured the agsistance of the Ordnance in furnis
delay on these accounts. I may, however, sug

ing the iron doors to the cells, and T trust

now that there will no longer be peat that, considering

the difficulty of getting straight
extra expense in working it, the

quality in sufficient length, the
greab advantage of using continuous pieces ex tending over ge i

points of support, and the great saving of timber in purling, bressumme thus allowable,

it would be better to purchase t
delaying the work for Yengy. Colonel Walker himself sugg
approved, bressummers 8 X 6%, resting on 3 pillars of the workshe
< AL, winlv] 24 D

, Which can be had seasoned in any quantity at any moment, to
sted this, and if the s

instead of Ve

mors in lengths resting on two pillars only 12 X 8", will be cheaper and better, for rafters, door and
swindow frames, and venetians, &c. 1 tl‘(n'mk the Vengy (Ptercarpus marsupium) equal to- teak, as

venetians, perhaps better.
4. For tie beams, I should not object to the use of Kurri Mardoo, the Nalla Maddé of the

Circars.

5. Intheold Jail, T found an abominable atmosphere in all the wards, though T visited the
building in the evening, when the wards had been all day unoccupied. I have generally visited this
Jail in the morning, soon after the wards were vaecated, bub have never found them so offensive.

This was accounted for by the experiment in dry earth conservancy, which in the case of the urinals
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zg(;:zd:eml?:zd(}e::;eii‘:;lgt !;: fig;sif;eg;:fi t}le :;al. tarred English enamolled fxrinals might
range of wards, openings should be made i A nelglnbox{rhood, and. IV (ke €doubls
Jail is decidedly over-crowded oy m_the‘, party walls, and windows put in the ends ; for the
building was manifested b teh, i 2 bec?mmg more _g%{iﬁ!ore unhealthy. The unhealthiness of the
TR d ed in the way in whw}_x the nu’ﬂyé'mus' prisoners, who returned with fever from
IS i in{; y g‘;ﬂg&-sulcqumbed to the ordinary Jail diseasos with which they were attacked
wore Kok Yaentiry 3 f‘tspu‘g. - OF 103 prisoners transferred to the Asylam works, the deaths
months, When itIine’ 19“{) la_rrhoca, 3: e i 4 » and other causes 3, in a period of about six
was in progress, the m m: u;. te'red that with certainly equally hard work, when the European Jail
quite as likely m themZ:ﬁ 1% was, from such complaints, nif; that - the buildings in Lovedale are
Asylum'ﬂworks, is better ?esd, o heai]my a8 the Zillah Jail at Octacamund ; that the food at the
brought up by the van ’fdn g Clo?hmg more abundant ; it must be that the seeds of disease were
disease has been cfntrg ;f;m e ?oxmbafme. Jail, when it was in a very unhealthy state, or that the
which the seurvy is u zc ‘Lb by -ommmnication with others, particularly the Cuddapah gang, to
have been onlly two denthou “;ﬁly _dm’,- But vy,hen it is shown that of 124 Salem prisoners there
cause of the unhea.lthiz iy ‘; 3 %h.e,__y haye 'bee‘_n‘ subjected to precisely the same influences, the
by that Jail, at the ti e;sglo the Coimbatoro gang ‘must be attributed to the taint communicated
the Hills ch’th in 18;39 = tmn.sf‘er was made, _Lhe previous health of Coimbasore prisoners on
i 1; i 2, and durm‘.i-; the last four years in the Zillah Jail, and the health of a party
(fi@‘ IOh ':1 ghaut before the‘ Jail hecame unhealthy, precludes all other supposifion, =
fob me‘ of th: c;i?:;tzdftho le‘]”‘h Sm'géo.n, when I went to Coimbatore, to have & list prepared
them. T was struck W't:she:;ed Bl a:n:(gl returned after its P"’P“"‘!ﬁ"*‘"%%?d inspected
Daitiontar i Al v oo yory large proportion of aged men among I;hem}f@ﬁ:@’ﬁ&ve since been
ar In (irecting the selection for the Hill gang to be made from Convicts in the prime of life.

- Lhave delaged this report, 2 bays chuas, 58 €ho ssgont deviraob teModival Ofivor; supported by

:li:) ﬁi}lh?o J“dgf, Pﬁhﬁ%{“ﬁh% by the transfer of 100 prisoners to the OOtacamund'Zillah. Jail ;
ugh, to enable the Jail at ﬂ".p@:_?tatxon to receive them, I have been obliged to oceupy additional
buildings for the reception of a gang 5‘319""0‘1
from the prisoners next to be released. This step
had already been proposed in my letter to
Government of the Sth October, and now sanctioned. - : b L

7. There still (November 14th) remain in the Coimbatore Jail 843 prisoners, ncasrl; double
the number that, in considering its very unhealthy state, can be with any propriety in it. ‘

8. In the first four months of the present year 1864, cholera broke out in this Jail and was
accompanied by and left, (no unusual occurrence) taint that proved fatal to many,of those who most
unfortunately had at the same time been attacked by an unusually severe fever that attacked the
gang placed nnder the Engineer at Metapolliem, These succumbed, not to the fever bronght in,
but to the Juil disease, which supervened,

9. I had an application from the Superintsnding Engineer to place a gang of the Coimba-
.tore convicts in a house erected for another purpose in the neighbourhood of the new Jail; .b“‘
in 50 dry a climate as Coimbatore, I did ot feel justified in placing them in a thatched bgildmg.
even for what may be called the rainy months, o

10. Itis my intention to keep the number confined in this, ai ﬁhl”?“”‘hhﬂh’m"g
healthy prisoners being transferred, as opportunity offers, to the hills; those less strong to Palghaut,
a station which has hitherto proved healthy for Coimbatore prisoners. As soon as the

Order of Government, 10th Octoﬁer.

of the new Juil arc finished, and one yard is enclosed, 1 hope to transfer the Zillah p one s 106
but every addition to my experience induces me to deprecate themﬁglﬁgfg'pf the siek and e 1lth
in our Jails, and in using the term “sick"’ I do so in a much more extended sense than 15@ ,gmica-

tion to those in hospital oﬁly. There can be no doubt that thd':l.ar'ge’nbhw"gf ngrgfglqm' _oners,

committed to this Jail, has tended much to the large annual death rate; buc I am.i
think that not only is this mortality among those so admitted, but that !hf,}ﬂb‘ta c}?ﬁ oo
ed to those in association with them, if not to the building itself. With only six prisoners ina

to
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o. the separation of the ward into six spaces, for sleeping, by battens—three
y d a current of air down the centre—I hope this taint may be, with pro-

er precantion, avoided ; but I am disposed to urge that, as in my new plans for the prisons at
iladpura and T:mjore there shall be a moré;gomplete separation of the hospital. This will form the
’ e

subject of a separate letter, as the building‘hfgfgrther advanced.
QO0TACAMUND, (Signed) J. ROHDE.

Orrice or INspECTOR GENERAL OF JAILS. Inspector General of Jails.

ward in the new buildin
such spaces on each side an

OrpERr THEREON, 27th January 1865, No. 150.
municatet‘i to the Department of Public Works.

(True Extract).

No, 246.
Com

-

Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector General of Jails.
Public Works Department.

”

Exd, J. H. Burns.
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