


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
26th January 1865.

PR e i s g e NS ST VO RSB R S

No. 241. Read the following letter from A. COLVIN, Esq., Officiating Under
Secretary to the Goyornmont of India, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to
the Government of Fort Saint George ; dated Fort William, 10th January
1865, No. 262.

Home Department.

I am directed to forward, for the information of the Government of Madras,
# Dated 16th Decerber 1864 the accompanying copy of a letfer* from
the Advocate General of Bengal, contain-

ing his opinion as to the illegality of putting to any work, against their will, pri-

soners sentenced to ¢ simple imprisonment.”’
9. T am to request that the usual steps may be taken for communicating the

ey e . S . hy " T y TV H
Advocate General’s opinion to the various Officers administering Criminal Justice

within the Madras Presidency.
1, to the Honorable R. N. CUST, Officiating

From T. H. COWIE, Esq., Advocate Genera
dated Calcutta, 16th December 1864.

Secretary to the Government of India;

[ have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter, No. 6142 of the 5th ingtant.
9. | am not aware of any legal distinction between  hard labor” and light labor.” In fact
define hard labor, but leaves it to be determined as a matter of prison discipline
and, however, this may be, I am clearly of opinion that “ simple
| Code, means nothing more than confinement in Jail, subject to
ng such a sentence cannot lawfully be

the law does not
by the Executive Government ;

impnisonment,” under the Pena
the Jail Rules as to diet, &c., and that prisoners undergoi

put to any work against their will.

ORDER THEREON, 26th January 1865, No. 148.

Council directs that the foregoing papers be communicated to
er, Jails, for their guidance, and for com-

No. 242.

The Governor in
all Officers baving charge of, or control ov
munication to the Officers subordinate to them.

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Commissioner of Police.
Inspector General of Jails.
Session Judge of
Magistrate of
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Dated Fort William, the 10th January 1565.
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T have the honor to be,
SIr,
Your most obedient servant,
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Offg. Under Secy. to the Govt. of India.
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