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! No. 68." +Read th following letter from J. R. COCKERELL, Esq,, Acting Magis-’
L trate of Cuddapah, to the Honorable A. J. ARB UTHNOT, Chief Secretary
- to Government, Fort Saint George;. dated Cuddapah, 7th October 1865,
CNe 89 -
 Thave the honor to report that a band of foreigners, similar to the band de-
 saribed by Licutenant Portepus as having recently visited the District of Tinnevelly,
‘and which gave occasion for tho -Proceedings of the Government, in the J udicial
‘D:partment, No..318, dated the 2th ultimo, has made_its appearance in this Dis-’
~grict. : i ' ] o :
CLe 2, i It entercd ‘the District by the northern fronticr of the Badwel Talugq on
~the 1st instant, having come from the District of Kurnool. o ’
‘3. On its approach being reported, I made arrangements to arrest its progress 5
- but before any ; measures of- detention could be carried into effect, it had passéd
: Badwel, and was on its way to Cuddapah. . L | , _
4 Ttreached the town of Cuddapsh on the 4th instant, and is encamped in
“the vicinity. . : R N
7\ . 6. To-day, I have received rcports stating that some of the women of the p:njtj’
on their way from Badwel to Cuddapah robbed houses in two yillages—stealing from
. -one, articles valued at fifty odd Rupces, and from the other, some silver bangles, &e.
%7 The usual proccedings will be adopted upon these rcports.. o o
S8, + The passage of the band through the District has not in other ways been
{ unaccompanied by disturbance. The inhabitants of certain villages in the-Badwel
Taluq were so alarmed at its approach,-that they voluntarily abandoned their
" houses and fled into the jungle. - They apprehonded ill-usage and extortion.
‘7. " Unloss T reccive instructions to-the contrary, I propose, when the band
is at liberty to proceed, to allow it to travel to its present destination, which is
“stated to be Madras. It can travel under ‘Police surveillance, "and the Magistrates
“of the Districts through which it will pass will be informed that it is en-routc. .
8. I purpose permitting it to go to Madras, because it consists of Heeratees,
* from the city of Hecrat, and can reach that place moro easily from the Coast, and’
" more quickly, than if it-was turncd north, and made to travel through the Presi-
dency of Bombay, and through Scinde. D
"~ 9. Tho spokesmen of the party, threc in number, . call: themselves. respec-
 tively, Rosham Khan, Nazcef Khan, and Yar Mahomed Khan. - They arenot at all
" communicative, and give very vague and unsatisfactory answers to the questions I
"-‘; put them. They aver that they are dealers in precious stones; but their present stock:
’in trade consists of cut-pebbles and false diamonds, and turquoises made of glass.
They declarc that -they:trafic in horses ;'but they have only country ponies with
them. . At first they said they had only one; musket in their band. It %urns out
"that thereare six. They havoe silver bangles, and silver chains round thei: waists, -
“yyhich look more like the produce of Hindoo manufacture, than like ornamehts made |
3 Mussulmen communities. That their band is a band of mere beggars is probable ;-
+ because ono of the houses, their women are reported to have robbed belongs to @ H
“coreligionist. © S o o g {
. 10. They.do not describe their wanderings ¢learly. They sy their band’
:lcft Heerat two yearsago, travelled by Candahar Quetta and the Bolan Pass to’
- Shikarpoor in Scinde, and then came Sgu_thjx}tg‘OentrqlLIﬁq.ia.w‘ A
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- "reecding month, - The spokesmen will not admit “that it ever has- travclled south
- “of Madras, but #eir denial is nothing to the point.

, To t;m Acting Magisirate of Cuddapah.
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11. Baut this route does not agree with the route certain - passports they pro-
. "duco would'indicate. These documents, I should premise, arc mostly personal,

~and do not refer to a company of travellers. ‘The ecarlicst of them, in date, is'a !

pass granted by the Deputy Commissioner of Polico at Calcutta in May 1862, ta -
' Rosham Khan, to travel in the dircction of Patna for two months, =~ = 2 = .
12.  All the other passes are dated 1864 and 1865, I gather from them that
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Nazcef Khan, at all cvents, was in the early part of the former yearin the Central ' ’ :
!

Provinces, at Saugor and Indore, and that later he was at Broach, Sattarah, Poo- .
nah, &e. e and Yar Mahomed received passes (Nos. 31 and 32) from the Coms-
“missioner of olice’ at Madras on the 4th of March 1865. There aro also recent
passes issucd in the Mysore country, and one, dated August 23rd, granted by the

- Magistrate of Bellary.’ o : ‘ '
'13.  The latter passport leads'me to believe -that - the band may be the very
company complained of as having been in Tinnevelly. If the band was in the
“'latter District not later thian the beginning of July last, there is nothing to prevent

- its having found its way north, into the Bellary District, by the end of the suc- -

‘14, .Tam disposed’ to, belicve that the nationality of the band is truly - de- -
~scribed, because the woman wear the costume -of the wandering tribes in Central
" “Asia. The band consists of 60 souls, of whom:14 are men and the remainder
women and children, -’ | S ‘

* No. 69. O=DER THEREON, 11th October 1865, No. 1452, .
* ‘The Government think it better to maintain the rule laid down in their former
, Order, and desire that this band of wandering forcigners be sent back by bth.e Bel-
- lary District into the Bombay Territory, from which it is shown by their passports
_ that they came. L . B o B
- 2. They should be moved on under the surveillance of the Polico; and the
- Magistrate of Bellary will communicate with the Magistratc of Dharwar on tho
. subject; furnishing him with copy of the G. O. of the 29th September last, and of
this Order. ° : : .
3. A separate letter will be addressed to Government of ﬁombay, with the
- suggostion that this band; be deported, and sent in the direction of their own
. country. Copy of the papers will also be forwarded for the consideration of the .
" Supreme Government, with the expression of the opinion of this Government that
.-steps should bo taken to cheek the facilitics of ingress and freo. passage which
pppear to exist at present for these gangs of thioving foreigners.

A - (Truo Extract),
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Acting Secretary to Governmend,

y  Magistrate of Bellary (with spare copy of G. 0., dated,29t}i Scptember).
»  Inspector General of Police. . - o
"y Acting Commissioner of Police, Madras,

Exd. J. I, Burns, ;|
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