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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
9th October 1865.

No. 47, Read the following letter from H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., Acting Civil
and Session Judge of Salem, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Salem, 23rd Septem-
ber 1865, No. 8.

I have the honor to submit, for the consideration and orders of Government,
copies of correspondence between myself and the Zillah Surgeon, relative to his
visits to the Shervaroys.

2. Inthe 2nd paragraph of his letter, dated 15th instant, No. 102, Dr. Roberts
denies that I had any right to remonstrate with him on the frequency and duration
of his visits to the Hills, as ¢ they were a portion of his Zillah duties.” This is just
the point I am anxious should be settled. Ifthe medical charge of the Shervaroy
Hills forms a part of the duties of the Zillah Surgeon, it must be left to him to deter-
mine how muech of his time should be spent on the Hills, and how much below ; but
if, as would appear from the Proceedings of Government, dated 17th June 1861,
No. 785, his profcs.sional services are available for the Residents on the Hills only
when requisition is made for them, I submit that, as one of the principal Civil Offi-
cors in the Zillah and as Officer in charge of the Jail (I had not then been relieved),
I was justified in remonstrating, when, as shewn by the record to which he himself
appeals (the Jail visitor's book), Dr. Roberts was absent from the Zillah station for
12 days out of 24.

3. T wish to make this letter as brief as possible, as the enclosures will explain
themselves ; but there are one or two points in Dr. Roberts’ letters on which I am *

compelled to offer a few remarks. In his first letter the Zillah Surgeon appeals to
the Jail visitor’s book, to prove that his visits to the Hills were not frequent and
protracted, and in his second letter resents the ¢ strict scrutiny” to which I subject-
ed this record, and my specifying the number of hours” during which he was ab-
sent from the Zillah station. I did this because the Order of Government referred
to above requries that full explanation should be given of any absence exceeding

94 hours at a time. In both his letters, Dr. Roberts insinuates that I am “ preju-

diced.” What his grounds are for this, I have not the remotest idea. In adopting
the course Idid, I merely followed what appeared to me to be my duty ; and I think
the tone of my letters to the Zillah Surgeon will satisfy the Government that I
endeavoured to perform it in as courteous a manner as possible. I had previously
addressed a letter on the same subject to Dr. Roberts, but, hoping that the necessity
for a remonstrance would pass away, I did not send it.

4. In conclusion, I beg emphatically to deny that Dr. Roberts was ever de-
tained in attendance on my family during the three or four months they were resi-
dent on the Hills. On the only occasion when a protracted attendance was likely
to be required, he (as will be seen from my letter enclosed) did not extend his visit
beyond the usual period of two days, nor was there any reason that he should

do so.
From H. E. SULLIVAN, Esq., Acting Session Judge of Salem, to W. H. ROBERTS, Esq.,
M.D., Zillah Surgeon, Salem ; dated 11th September 1865, No. 244.
1 have, 8s you are aware, hitherto offered no objection to your weekly visits to the Sherya-
roys, nor ghould I do so now if your absence from the Zillah Station was limited to two days in
the week ; but, as latterly it has on geveral occasions been extended considerably over that period,

I feel compelled to point out to you that your duties below suffer from such protracted absence.
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6. 1In paragraph 5 of your communication under reply
*“ Hills, with your family, I think I made it convenient to yo’
“ one occasion.” I presume you refer to the occurrence of
22nd March last. A reference to the Jail hook will show t
you were on the Hills on the 22nd ; and at 8-30 a.
was born, you were at the Jail at Salem ; you did not return to the Hills till the 28th:
stayed over t}.le 29th, and wrote your name in the Jail book at 7-30 4. m tl ;Otl - ’ );10‘;
z ca'nnot admit that- you ever absented yourself from your duties on.the', Poln' 1(i}: '1’ ISOt .
venience of my family on the Hills, The case, as you are aware, was a p:r‘;:;tl(;s:ilxtn;)ll: 2(::

and did not require any profession i
al assistance beyond t i ci i
stteadunen SE Tk i y hat which a skilful nurse, who was in

you say “when you resided on the
u o remain over a day, on more than
a domestic event in my family on the
hat on the 21st you were at Salem ;
M. on the 23rd, about six hours after my child

7. I should be the very last person to grudge you a little re
benefit of your professional advice to the residents on the Hills - 5
sidered that recently the frequency and duration of your visi:ssv’,
duties on the Plains that I ventured to remonstrate, ;

Sherva\:oy Hills constitute a part of your medical charge, I had no busi
the subject, and must apologise to you for having *ineps o address yun on
=]

do . : :
finally set at rest, I propose to submit the correspond ne 80.  With a view to have the matter

enc i , ; !
and orders of Government, but will delay doing so tilf 1 ;e:ﬂ;c:r l;z:)lpassed for the consideration
(True Copy). o

(Signed) H. E. SULLIVAN
Acting Civil and Sess;
From W. H. ROBERTS, ¥Esq., u. % A 205 and Session Judge.

Zillah Surgeon Sale
ghsv ; ! ) e 0
- Act‘mb Session Judge of Salem ; dated Sale:), 22nd Scp,ten:b{{‘ E“"SULLIVAN’ i
1ave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No "?718?0’1 Nf. e
? 419 <07, ot the 16th instant,

2. The careful s i
R gty l‘ crutiny you have bestowed on the ¢ Jaj] visitor's book” I

g 0 shew the number of * hours” a4 clapsed between certain vi ]'at:bl it B
AN Visits to the Jail on

certain dates, and though I protest agai ay in which t bo

: : i st the way in whi is v
herdivy g tg g y which this boole has been handlcd, yet, even
by your own show ng, you w all to impres dea that T had been

laxation occasionally, or the
and it was only because I con-
ere likely to interfere with your
Of course, if your view is correct, and the

culpably negligent in visiting the Jail,
hours daily elapse between each visit ; fo
or 9 the next. on¢ morning, and.at 8

the number of “ hours” 1 was absent from t
taking those entries in the abstract (nor is ever
neglectfully unvisited by its Medical officer ;
on which I was so many hours absent, but t(,)

duties that suffered therefrom, T is the proof of the |
168 lat

offence ; for I may be at home. indi
ind ; :
only nine miles away meessio,nall e S Curing ll these ~HRoten 1
« £ J s 1
Y employed, If absence of anecessity occasi dba: g
§ ceasions neglect of dut
8 Y

I deny that mine has ever do
ne so, Ao :
duty has b ™ g 0. I have always provided f.
uty has been neglected. The Jail or such absence, and hitherto ne

The Jail Dre

b Press upon ;
Y Visit entered), the Jajl ¢ PO you the fack that,

nor did I gsk

' YOu to specif A ]
specify the oge PRRY, the Occasions, simply,

asi ;

510;18 on which [ wasg absent, and the
@ : :

T that will make the former a real

: e, and I was ex-
d to send fop assistance, and also to

A d‘th that puor man’s death, le had
om digeases of g yer
e s of a very gevere nature, and

yemergency
send for me. My absence can in no

: way b ; ;
been on my sick list for JeRe ctlgectad wi

4 very long time,
my presence could not have prolonged hig|

3. The occasions you have instan
have been detained professionally.
5pe. M. Icame down in the afternoon ;

* September 1st, Friday
at once, and detained till

ced of my ‘abse
nce onl Fhp ]
“ August 19th, Satur Y show the occasions on which I

day, from T A, m. to Monday 21st,
noon, having some cases to visit.
§sent foron Thursday night to come up

¢0 Monday gy, ernoon,” —Wa
Monday afternoon,

anuot be said to be left

i
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«“ September 9th, Saturday, T A. M., to Tuesday, 3 p. M.—This wag the occasion of your letter.
1 had made every arrangement to start on Monday morning, when the sudden indisposition of
my wife prevented me from leaving. I brought her down with me on Tuesday morning. My
visit to the Jail was in the afternoon, but I was at my post in the morning,

¢ In addition to the above” (you go on to state) ““ you were absent from the 28th to 30th
August”’—a mistake, occasioned by my neglecting to enter my name in the Visitor's Buok, having
had visitors with me. I visited the Jail on Saturday ; again on Sunday afternoon, having been
to Yercaud and back meanwhile ; again on Monday morning, with a friend whom I accompanied
to Yercaud, returning with him and Dr. Cornish on Tuesday morning —the usual 24 hLours oQIy
elapsing between e ich visit. :

5. Your not having received orders for the transfer of those prisoners till late on Friday
evening fully explains the reason of your not acquainting me of it, and I acquit you of all ab-
genco in the matter. Had I but known, I'should have endeavoured to have arranged it so as to
have been at my post when wanted for their examination ; but, asalready explained, 1 wag sud-
denly and unexpectedly obliged to defer my return vill Tuesday morning.

6. Reference to your letter of the 11th, as requested in paragraph 8 of your letter under
reply, does not “intimate” that my duties are “likely” to suffer, and that oa this account
you “ venture fo remonstrate,” but states plainly, that you ¢feel  compelled to point out”
“ that your duties below suffer from sach protracted absence.” This you have failed to
prove. Rightly or wrongly, you take upon yourself the supervision of my work. 'Yuu are “ com,
pelled” to take notice of it, but when asked what duty has been neglected, you fail to make good
your charge —serious charge to be made, ecither hastily, orin so vague and general a minner, On
you rests the onus of proving it. If proved your zeal will indicate what further steps should be
taken to bring about its merited punishment ; if not proved, then I consider your letter us wholly
uncalled for, .

As Officer in charge of the Jail, and now as ex-officio visitor, official connection did, and does,
exist botween us in Jail matters, but -to the best of my knowledge this does not extend to the
Civil Dispensary or other portions of my Zillah duties, for the proper performance of which, I
believe T am individually responsible to Government, through my Departmental superiors, except
indeed in any glaring dereliction of duty, when any officer may report another through the proper
channels.

7.. It was not to the ** domestic event”, &c., as mentioned in your paragraph 6 that I
_sjpec‘i.dly referred toin my letter. It referred to a general impression on my part of having, on

“more than one occasion, been the means of allaying anxiety, &c., by being at hand, whilst your

family resided at Yercaud ; and on the occasion to which you so pointedly refer, my attendance
was:bespoken and desired, and, if you remember, I was sent for, and did attend. DBut if yon

repudiate ever having had the misfortune to detain me, I shall not insist upon it—others have been

.~ less fortunate, and that I have been so detained there is no manner of doubt.

8. With reference to my having Medical charge of the Shervaroys L personally have nf)
donbt on the subject, More than one Acting Judge (if I am rightly informed) has referred this
matter to Government, and I have no wish whatever to trouble Governmer}t any further on the
gubject ;—that the position is officially recognized vidle Mr. Rohde's lette1.- in thc'e PmCeedmlgs. of
Government, 16th June 1863, paragraph 17. I.‘ha.ve for my purpose sufﬁc.:xenbly clear a.n.d alt.-ﬁmte
views on the question, and [ have endeayoured to act up to these strictly and coacientiously
t loss or detriment to any portion of my Medical charge.

No. 48 Orprr THEREON, 9th October 1865, No. 1440.

Ordered that the above papers be referred to the Principal Inspector General,

- A¥ > (8 ; ; "
Medical Department, for his opinion, and for information as to whether Dr. Roberts
absonces were duly reported. ‘ : :

9 The Government observe that Dr. Roberts appears to be in the habit of pay-

o.-® N o o f : A ? 3 or - o
ing regular weekly visits to the Shervaroys—Ileaving Salem on Saturday morning,

withou
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after ‘visiting the Jail, and returning on Monday
the first thing—and they conclude, from the copr
Dr. Cole’s Memorandum of the 3rd August
tioned by him in Dr. Marretts Incumbency
been sanctioned by Government, and 1s,

e

morning, making a visit to the Jail
espondence submitted to them with
1863, that this arrangement was sanc-
of the Salem charge; but it has never

in fact, opposed to their order, which directed
a report to be made to the Principal Inspector General on each occasion of absence
Jrom Salem for more than 24 hours—while the Practice seems to be that report is
only made if more than 48 hours elapse between any two visits to the Jail,

3. The Government' direct that all absences, whatever their duration, be
reported, with the reasons for them, both to the Principal Inspector General, Medi-
cal Department, and to the Inspector General of J ails, and that they be restricted,
as originally intended, to cases in which the services of the Zillah Surgeon are really
required.

4. This is more necessary than ever since Dr. Roberts’ temporary appoint- .
ment as Jail Superintendent ; and the fact of his absence, its duration, and the
reasons for it, as reported to the Principal Inspector General, should be transeribed
mto the Jail Book, and be open to inspection by the Jail visitor, whether District
Tagistrate or Session J udge.

(True Extract).

Acting Secretary to Government,

To the Principal Inspector Gieneral, Medical Department,
»  Session Judge of Salem, '
»  Magistrate of Salem.:
»  Inspecior General of Jails,

Exd. J. d. Burgs,




9 mspz'cu. T Ucneral o1 yaus,

Fxd. J. d. Burps,
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