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Madras Government, Judicial D
30tk September 1865,

Read the following papers :—

No. 323. Proceedings of Goverﬁmcnt in the Military Department,

Communicating certain correspondence
rclating to the Precautionary measures,

. Yecommended by the Inspector Gene.

ral of Ordnance and Magazincs, for tho >(Da.ted 14th Septembcr 186§, No’_ 3425)‘ :

safely of the Magazines near the Mint, ,
containing Merchants’ powder. J

Prozeedings of the epariment,

C——

From Lieutcnant Colonel (. V. WILKIESON, R. E, Acting Mint
Master, to tho Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chicf Sceretary to Go-
vernment, Fort Saint George; dated 21st September 1865, No. 176,

‘With referenco to the Order of Government, No. 3425, of the 14th September
1865, Military Department, I have tho honor to state that the ingredients used for

manufacturing Acid aro burned in a.dome-shaped furnace, and 1o sparks aro emitted
from it. Tho iron tubo used gs a Chimuney for a fire-place for boiling water, not

No. 324,

being wanted, will at once bo removed.

No. 325. OrpER THEREON, 30th September 1865, No. 1410.

Communicated to the Military Department, for information,
(True Extract),

Acting Seeretary to G’oz)emmcnt.'

To the Miiitary Department.

Exd, J. H. Buyae,
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 TMILITARY DEPARTMENT. ~ °
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following letters :—

" From the Commissioner of Police, Madras, Tth July 18G5, No. 71 ; to the Chicf

Seerctary to Goverument, Fort Saint George.

On the afternoon of Friday the 30th ultimo, Polico Peon Shaik 1ussain, ¢

No. 445, was returning from his house in Washerman®s Pettah to Lis Station at the
Elephaut gate by the new road which runs close to, and paralled with, the linc of -

" the old western wall of the town.. On one side of this road, and at a shoxt digtance :
to the north of the Trevelyan water works, there is a Magazine, and on the other, -
a small building for the accommodation of the Native guard detailed for the pro-

tection thercof. .
2. The Peon abovementioned had passed the guard-room some little distance,

. where he was stopped and taken back, upen a charge of having smoked a cheroot -
: on the public road while passing the Magazine. o begged the Naigue of the

guard to take down his name and number,
and then to allow him to go to his Station
where hie was required for duty, but tho
Naiguc refused and detained him in custody until 7 o’clock r. 3., when he sent him
' ' to the Native Officer in charge of the
guard at the Mint for orders. The
Native Officer however deelined to inter-

P, Saiwmy Row, 2ad Regiment Native In-
fantry, General Number 2143. :

Jemadar Appn(ldb, 41st Ix’cgimcn.t Natice
Infantry, No. 811. " '

“fere and directed that a report of the circumstance should be made 1o the Officer of
. tho Main Guard in tho Fort. Tho Pcon was then taken back to the Magazine

* Guard where the Naigue ordered a Scpoy to take him to tho Majn Guard and re-

¢ who ordered the release of tho Peon, upon-his giving Lis name and number. It was ;

" past 8 o’clock r. t., by this time. - - ' _ ‘ .
ll - 3. On enquiry, I ascertained that 2 rcport of the arrcst was made to the |
© Native Oflicer at the Mint shortly after 4 o’clock, and that he had then dirccted the '
.- messenger to report the matter to the Officer of the Main Guard, which Lowever he -
. did not do. : o
: 4. If the Peon was to blame, it would have Leen suflicient to take his name :
- and number, and investigation would havo followed any complaint which the Mili- -
tary Authoritic_s might havo considered it requisite to make ; but I submit that the
! arbitrary arrest and detention of the PolicgOfficer’ were unnecessary and uncalled

. port the arrest.  The Peon and Sepoy sct out gccdrdingly, but hz/ui not gonc above
- half way; when thoy. were overtaken by another Scpoy. f rom the Magazine Guard

¢ for, besides being inconvenicnt to this Department, and X have therefore the honor

" to requcest that such orders may be igsued upon the subject, as will prevent a recur.

rence of such a circumstance.

the Guard-room, and at a distance of some 97 feet from the Magazine, the road

5. I herewith forward a rough Sketch showing the rclative positions of tho A
; Magazine, the public road, and the Guard-room, which is. sufliciently aceurate for - -
the present purpose. . It will be observed that the Sentry is posted elosc in front of

* lying between him andit. Tho Magazine is not surrounded by any wall, fence, or -

palisade ; morcover, being on an open picce of ground, it might e approached from

- the rear without the knowledge of the Sentry, and as I am inferiae * that it con-

; {ains a large quantity of Gun Powder, the property of Merchants o - -vp-keepers,
» it appears desirable that same further precautions Le taken fo guard against acej.

dent, in event of its being intended {o coutinue the use of the building as a Magazipe,
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1 . d Tt is only sinee the denwlition of the town wall that ¢
“the road i stion. 7 , . e at the
ad 1n question, viz., that ]_\lng batween the northo g ‘
and the Maeazine, has north-western eorner ol the town
] - Astene, has heen made, and the trafije upon it is ti L
because it s divided fr Lo <ot ) 3.4s yet meonsideallo
1 -tls divided from the soathorn Portion by )0 channel des =

¢ H 4 Leyes 1o - . o . o e ,

canal, with the tauk 1o the west of the Trevelyup Tasin, Lt connceting the
R AR ) n

munication hotwee o (oo : : oo o tnbrehen co-
ation between the (,\C.l(,“ll'll()."lilt:ll Bridee wyd W e Sl
of Bl Warhierman’s Peqql, will Lo

anel convenionee tl ict
tin 208 the Munieipal Cogimi.cs.. Y
probability, endeavour to have the ehannel brideed , e s P el
\ . H .C( as ¢ ") ne I 3 ]

‘ ' o g o w SOn «y el T< v T
mt, aud the position of the Magazine will then be o s il -
1s at present.

northern part of

a great improvenient

COME 1OTC Ghjecti ) tian it
Referred to the Militavy Departinent
.. ; ; (S’."!lffd A vpngeg. Crvery
25tk July 1805, Tened) AT ARrp Fior,
. _—_— /lII.'/. ‘\,'(’(‘;‘(_ larn,
Referred for remark to [ E.\'cclluucy the Comm ’
W { v Palipn N
to the detention of the Police Peon, and to the

Magazines, as to the questions alfocting the 3

andcr-in-(_']:i(-f, with resrect
Iu.s.p:'.ctor General of Ordinance :md
agazine,

204k Suly 1505,

N ————— —
AJ
I'rom the Inspector General of Ordnanee and Maer
L L
D

August 1865, No. 92 ¢ R azines, Fort Suint Geores i
. , No. 925 to the Serr - ATt Geores, 16
; b ry to Goy eriment, lhhi:u'y Dcp.:r({;u’-n{'.,

i [0 T 21 . 8 .
In returning, herewith, the papers reecived undey O

26th Ju]y 1865, T have the honor to submit, for the der oqu\‘crnmr_‘-m., dated

mformation of (iu\'(-rumcnt,

. . . N that . L.
Irom Convnissioner of Police, Np. 71 of Tth the statemoen; w the letter under

Tuly 1565, t0 Chicf Secretery (o Governient, TCPly, that ] Magazine in (ucition
the Magazine 1s net suviounded by «uy which contains Mu\—i Lehon
ans dlereli

cwall, feace o0 palisede” wts’ Powder, in

fence or palisade, is error iti deposit ouly, iy tuprotectad by any vall,

C nalisade, 1s erroncous, as it 13 sury ' . ASONIV W S TN

- 1 ’ ) ) as surrounded by a masonry wall nine (9) feet

high, but at the same time there is no doalt that the demolition of the tow 1l
: - . X - > town wa

and tho opening out of a public thoroughfare have rendered the Magazine 1 ,

Magazine loss

secure than it was originally.

-
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-2. The chicf risk at present in my opinion is, that arisine from q Dnildine
connected with the Mint, an acid manufactory, with. a furnace Chimney plucuﬁ
at about fifty paces from the Magazine, the. traflic on the Roudway has, s stated
also increased, but not yct {o any extent to cause danger. ’

3.. On the completion of the sanctioued Reserve Magazine at Saint TLonys'
Mount, the Merchants” Powder may be rewmoved from the present Luilding to tl
Presidency Reserve Magazine at Vysurpaudy. -
mend, for the consideration of Government, soac precautionary measurcs for the
Letter protection of the Magazine in question.

1st. That the Mint Mastor Le instructed {o pPlace a sexeen, op “spark

_;catchcr,“’. over the top of the acid Manufactory furnace Chinmmey,

over the furnace Chimmneys in the Gun Powder Manufuctory.,

2nd.  That the wall round the Magazine be raised three feet (total 12 fect)

as used

and the top covered with broken glass.
4. That the Guard be sufficiently strbng to post two Sentries over the Maga.

zine from snu-set to sun-rise.
5. I have instructed the Ordnance Ofiicer in charae of the Grand Arsenal, to

ailopt measures for the daily inspection of the Magazine.
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From tho Adjutant General, Heud Quarters, Ootacamund, 30th. August 1865,
No. 307 ; to tho Sceretary to Government, Military Department, Fort St. George.
With reference to letter, No. 71 of 7th July, from the Commissioner of
Police, sent for remark to the Commander-in-Chicf, under date 26th idem, I have
the honor, by order, to forward Ietter No. 532 of 18th instant, from the Major General
Commanding the Centro Division, and to statz that the Commandcr-in-Chief is of
opinion that the Sentry and the Naigne of thie Guard only did their duty in making
a prisoncr of the Police Pcon, when hie continucd to disregard the order, which it was

their daty to caforce. | _

2. Ilis Excellency considers that the prosent case is one, which the Commis-
sioncr of Police might have referred to the Major General Commanding the Divi-
sion on the spot, who could, in all probability, have rottled it to his satisfaction,

and it would have prevented this correspondence with Government and the Com-

mander-in-Chicf,

From the Cficer Coramanding Centre Division, Fort Saint George, 16th August 1865, No. 532 ;
to the Adjutant General, Head Quarters Qotacaraund,

I Lave the honor to return the documents reccived with yoar memorandam, No. 276, dated 5th
instant, and to report that on the evening of the 80th Juae last, about 4 or 5 o'elock, a Police
Peon was passing the Magazine en the new road which rans parallel with the old wall oa the wast
of Black town smoking a cheroot ; asthe Scntry’s erder was not to allow aay on2 to smoke when -
passing the Magazine, the Peon was told by the Scntry not to sxoke, he took no notice of the
order which he heard distinctly, but continucd to walk on smoking, The Sentry then called out
to the Naigue of the Guard, who called to the Peoa to return to him, and as he did not retura Le

sent two U'rivates to bring Lim, this they did after some reluctance on the part of the Peon. .

The Neigae who was on Guard isnow 2bsent on farlough, but all the men who were on tho
Guard, state that they did not hear the Peon ask to have Lis name and number taken down. Tho
Pcbn was taken to the Non-Commissioned Oficer Commanding the Mint Guard, who ordered him
to Le taken to the Main Gu:ird, this was Lhowever not done, as sometime afterwards he was given
over to a Duffadar of Police who came for him. _ ) o

No report of the circumstance was made to me or to the Brigade Ma jor, and I think it is to bo
regretted that the Commissioner of Police did not at once bring it to my notice. I Lhave issued
orders, which I trust will prevent any similar occurrence taking place in future.

OrpEer, No. 3425, 14th Scptember 1865,
Crdered that the foregoing letters from the Inspeetor General of Ordnanco
and Mugazines and the Adjutant General, be communicated to the Judicial Depart-
ment, where the precautionary mcasurcs recommended by Coloncl Simp@on viill

be considered. ‘ ' |
2. The Major General Commanding the Centre Division, having reported

~e

- that ho bas issucd orders which will provent a recurrence of the proceeding com-
rders appear to be called for

plained of by the Commissioner of Police, no further ox
in the Military Department,
(Truo Extract.).
-
Secretary to Goveriment,

the Judicial Department,
To Inspector General of Ordnance.

Adjutant Geueral. -
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Fxd. J. E. Cashart.
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