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No. 317. Read the following letter from W. ROBI
: : NSON, Esq., I
overnment, Fort Saint George; S 0
: No. 1881. ’ P rge; dated Kotagherry, 23rd September 1865,
I have the honor to submit the ﬁccompan i
. 3 : ving letter from ¢ .
Police of Tinnevelly, relative to a band of Heeratees, Na:i?eshiquPel;nfsnélent of
are wandering through the District, committing irregularities. He asis l;':rain’srho
Sy ' ruc-

tions. :
5 This is not by any means a solitary case. The Distfictiaf tic Nostissn

Circars have had several such visitations of lawless ruffians.
3, Tam at s loss what steps to recommend; but I certai i
: L ’ nly think that .
ports should not be issued to them 'by (Magistrates, and that 'sucjlrl obstacle: aPa;lS
law admits of should be put in the way of their wandering over the coun s the
4. Tt is quite true that, to get rid of such a threatening gang com;try il
lagers contribute supplies, ‘and wink at their illegal and oppressive act,s §

A.,PORTEOUS, Superintenfiggt of Police, Tinnevelly District, to W
or General of Poice; dated Tinnevelly, 18th September

From Lieutenant C.
BQ‘ﬂI%NSON, Esq., Inspec
1865, No. 320. e .
I have the honor to bring the following to yournotice :—
1. Some two months ago, I received information from the Superintende
that a party ofchﬂlt 105 Heeratges were mell!ng south ; that the e
o) ﬁkiﬁghfﬂwlslaﬂ& other things from the villagers, without 289
having sent fout Constables to accompany the party, fo prevent any abus
Madura District, and requested me to religve his men. Accordingly I did

Constable and six Constables. : 3 7
2, This was all the information I received about these people. v :
3. They came down to Palamcottah by the Truok road (No. 4), and in se e
: > s n several pls

through which they_passed,_ there were outcries of theft, afler they had left the village. Th:i'm
of the party were accused of thieving by magic, and other sorts of nomsense, managing to e
away jewels and money from houses that were closely Jocked ; but nothing conclusive e
brought home t0 them. _

4. Whilein Palameottab, they were inclined to be troublesome, and had to be La n 08
watched by the Town Police, who checked any oppression they attempted there. na'rr 9‘{1: -

5. They had received Passports from the Magistrates of several Districts throngh Which

they had passed, and these passports they appear to make use of, saying that they are

« Queen's Orders”, o enable them to do wha fhiey like.
VencatRow of this District, for a passport, and

6. They applied to Deputy Magistrate
he referred the matter to the Magistrate (Mr. Wedderburn), who consulted me, and I gave it as
my firm opinion that furnishing these people with passports was the greatest absurdity. it camd
possibly bly lead to great abuse. A band of Koravars or Yerkulus

be of no use, and would proba
might as well obtain passports. The Magistrate decided not to furnish them with passports, and
slso came to the conclusion that the best thing would be to make them * move on.” Accord-

ingly this was done. ‘
7. On leaving Palameottah, the Heeratees geparated into two nartios; one going by Nan-

ganaty and Vullioor into Travancore ; while the other set out for Tuticorin, purposing to em-
bark there for Ceylon. With both parties, I sent Police Constables, in order that they might
observe and prevent any oppression.

8. The party to Travancore Was passed out of the District, but the Tuticorin party,

instead of embarking there, came. inland again, and went down South to Palayvellee, Valay-
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uddee, and other places. At the first mentioned place some of the ﬁmen maugodtoaﬂ'ect
an entrance into a rich man’s house, and stole therefrom a box money, jewels,
&c. The things stolen were first missed after the Heeratees women ‘the village, _
and on their beingmissed, a chase wasat once set up by some of the villagers, a few Kavilgars, ‘
and Police Constables. The women were overtaken on a sandy desert, and in their possession were ‘B
found all the stolen articles, besides a number of pick locks and false keys. The women are in 3
custody, and will undergo trial. The men of the party were not with the women, when the Jatter g
were arrested ;—had they been, there would probably have been some trouble in arresting the

* women. During the night, after the arrest of the women, a good deal of firing was heard in the
direction of Vallyauddu, whither the men had gone, and it is presumed that they were ﬁring to
tttrwt the women towards their proper whereabout.

: '.l‘heman with a number of other women and children, mstxllmmmgabontthemnh‘y '
and on consultatmm with the Magistrate, we have come to the conelusion that the best thing to be
done utomakethem“mow on” out of the District. Such is the case.
10. There is no doubt that these Heeratees are a bani of Maranders, md ﬂut they have

abused, and do abuso most shamafnﬂy, the pmports which were fmxshed to them i in nﬁnl Dis-

indi idnah under the lash of the I-w.
| 'h:;lh never would be brought forward by the parties
R FPALAate Birg ¢€8, 1 consider some special st :
. P‘Q?‘ these He'eratm. e s anes i be. clkew agis 3
o EG. l wme t’lih after mmuitaﬁon with the u.g.a-.u, % LK :
! Trun Copy). :

f v (Signed) M. W. CARR, Captain,
Sl : dssistant Isupnlw General of Police.

———.

Proceedmgs qf the Madras Government J. udicial Department,
29th September 1865,
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the pr ce Pf Magist.ratea farnishing them W1th passports ‘which are unnecessary
for any g:'ugl‘purpose, but are liable to be greatly abused.
o ent entirely concur with him on tbur
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