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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Departiment,
28th September 1865. ’
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No. 200, Read the following Ietter from i . McDONELL, Esq., Magistrate
of Trichinopoly, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTII_L\'OT, Chicf Scerctary
1o Covernment, Fort Suaint George; dated Trichinopoly, 11th Sceptember
1863, No. 33. : C

Yeferring to the Order of Government, quoted in the margin, I have the honor
to submit, for the information of Ilis Lx-
10 Jure 1565, Ko. 833 cclleney the Right Tlonorable the Go-
‘ vernor in Council, the accompanying
copy of my Acting Tead Assistant, Mr. Comyu’s, communication to my address,
reporting on the working of the conviets placed at our disposal by the Scesion
Judge of this station during the last montli, in pursuance of the above Order, for

tlic sanitary improvement of the town of Trichinopoly.

9. One hundred and twenty-four conviets wero supplicd to this Department,
on the 10th ultimo, for the purpose in question, and the average daily number of
prisoners placed at our disposal, from and after that date, amounts to 133. 'These
men were employed in clearmg awvay the thickly grown prickly-pear on the western
side of the town, and burying the same in the Fort ditch. Some 500 cubic yurds
of carthwork has been completed, while pulling down a portion of the Ramparts in
{hat locality.. .

3. 1 advanced 50 Rupees, out of tho Local Funds, for coutingent expenses.

Of thiv, a sun of Rupees 54-7-8 was spent in repairing the implements, and purchas--

ing slippers for {he nse of the convicts.

4. The work is conducted under my gencral superintendence, and under the
smmediate supervision and oriders of Mr. Acting Iead Assistant Comyn, within whoso
charze the town i3 citwated. I have personally visited the work on several occa-
sions, ' A '

5. Independent of the above number of conviets, My, Harris has given a party
of 56 prisoncrs, for the purpose of digging a well, in a place selected by us for tho
proposed Central Jail, in view to ascertaining the suitability, or otherwise, of that
locality for the intended object.  Another gang of prisoncrs is at the same time
spared by that officer for the use of the Department Public Works, for procuring
aranite stones from the demolished fortifications of the Tort, the sawe being urgent-
ly vequired for tho lower annicut in the Tanjore District.

)

Trom W. H. COMYYN, Esg., Acting Ilead Assistant _.\Xagis‘.raté, Trichinopoly, to /E. R.
McDONELL, Esy, Magistrato of Trichinopoly ; dated Trichinopoly, Gth September
1863, No. Sl. :

With reforence to your letter, No. 80, dated 17th June 1853, dirccting me to submit periodi-

v

cal reports, as called for in tho Order of Government, 10th June 1863, No. 836, relative to the
working of the convicts placed at my disposal, for sanitary improvements in the town, Lhave tho
honor now to submit a report on the subject for the last month, :

o, The convicts werc made over to me on the 10th ultimo, on which day, and on all subsc-
quent days durinyg the past mouth, I have employed them in cutting down, and clearing away, the
prickly-pear, which hsd spread over the ramparts on the western sidc of the town, and in burying

the same in the Fort ditch. The ramparts themselves have also, to a small extent, Leen puiled
down. ' '

[a)

3. The Town Sub-Magistrate, Cuddapah Kristna lyer, to whom, as suggested in your letter
under reference, I kave catrusted the immediate supervision of this work, subject to my general
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superintendence and order on the ‘subject,
showing the number of convicts placed at ¢
out by them per diem.

was dircetad to furnish me ¢

aily with o Lrief repert,
ar disposal, and the nature

and amount of work turned

4. 1lave now the honor to submit a
SrativesT showing the amoant of work perferned by the Convicts tabular Statement founde
from the 10th to 31st Aogust 1505,

) d on thcin ree
- Ports, whieli exhibits

| 2 - T . the avernse deily/
I pumber of convicts furniclied ¢o u?, ard
“ voe ‘1 13 2 [
s [ 553 ,25 :;:. 32 the average awount of wo L performed by
= SBEERE! . . . y
3 ) 85 ls o523 | & them. This Statement also shows the
Particulars of Woiks. S2 | w22 (08 . 22 . . 3 s
25 | 5] Es |83 g E| “ggregate number of eonvicts cmploved, -
51 ¥z 8e35i8%s ; . : :
BE §312°%5]% .and the particulars, as well as (' total, of
i T | work turned out by them,
Cutting down Prickly-pear | 11,0154, 1y ~ 550 5. Ihave made a peint of visiting
Burying do. in Ditchwnf 7500 | | 035 cne’ ratione ¢ : :
pursing do. ia Dite ' 500 | 310! 25330 ja3s] ‘ol the scene of orerauons two or thre times
. enkic |} . aweel 4 5 t1
Lo )] a week, and have Jiaq opportunities of

_ directing and supervisieg the woiks,
6. The appearance of thé western sidle of the Fort has undergone g complcte change. Tkhe
“whole of the prickly-pear has been removed from the ramparts (cn this side), which are aleut
three-quarters of a mile in length, and average from 135 to 30 foct in Leight, and from 20 1o 100
feet in breadth, and ure at the samo time built of the stropgest masoary,
7. Two-thirds of this prickly-pear so removed liad, on the last day o
deposited in the Fort ditch, and eovercd over with earth taken from the Rampar
of the prickly-pear is now licing LuricJ,

ts. Theremainder
and though, originally onc garg of Convicts was em-
ployed in dcnzo]ishing the R:lmlmrls, 1 Lase, GWing to the

¢ sadden appearance of rain,

their labor also, in burying the prickly-pear bushes, which would ctherwise eit away, and in p']
v .

protability turn out a greater nuisance to the neighbourhood than they ever were when standing,

8. Owing to the wonderful solidity and massivencss of the Ramparts, it will t
timd to love! them with tlie ground, snd to expedite
of Convicts than have as yet been placed

fihe month, YLecn
utilizod

akca lonz

this work, it will tequirea far larger numbee _

at our disposal.

- 9. Soue two or three dozen snakes, large and sdl, and more oz less venomous, have leen
killelin the prickly-pear bushes which skiited a much frequented pathway leading to the Main
Guard, sud there is rease

n to believe that many more will be brought to lizht, as tlie dem

clition
of the Ramparts progresses,

10. A gang of Convicts from the Jail s
form’the exterior of the bastions ; but g5
Public Works Department, the labor
ment (maryin, paragraph t).

also at work in removing tl
theso Convicts lave Leea i
performed by them hos nct

i large stenes which
acedat the dispozal of the
beeu included in the State-

il. Of the sum of Rupees 50 supplied by -you
tingent expenses, Rupces 91-7-8 has been expended
purchasing slippers for, the prisoners, witho
the Conviets in cutting down the prickly-pe

st my request, out of the Loca) Fund for con.
in repairing 1he implements uged by, and in

ut the Jatter it would be manifestly cruol tq employ
ar bushes.

12, Judging from the amount of work that has already been rerformed ¢
days by the limited number of Convicts Dlaced at our disposal, [ h
the Couvicts in the Jail that are available for hard labor (by which expression I undersiangd all
Convicts in the Jail who have been sentenced to rigorous imprisonment, ap who are nq
vented from going to work, by sickness or other cause) are imade over to me for saritary im.
" provem.ents in the Town, 1 sha]l_ be able from time to time to report extrenely favorably of
the progress of the various works in which they may be employed.

J.  Some delay has been occasioned i submitiing
aniival of some of the daily reports from the Sub-Mag

uring the past 20
ave no doult hut that if all

this letter,

OWIRg partly to the non-.
istrate’s ofiice, on

d partly to my time being

Judicial Department,
Proceedings of the Madras Government, J1 {

281h September 1865. e

fully taken up in mak

» p i g the p i L ﬂation
IDD arr o ‘ ’ ]

which is now going on. (Teue C:g{)'.ned) _ i{ MCDONELL’
° Magistrate.
| : ber 1865, No. 1392.
'R TOEREON, 28th Septem
No. 291. OrpER

impr t at
i il is pleased to find that tho work of improvement
i rIjho Govc'mo: li:lil(;ro‘;;zgrcssxzng, and dirccts that no chz.mgc. b(tzhzlrll?;::;} ;;1
Tnclun(.)poly . c‘cnts ord:rcd for the cmployment of convicts 1n 'tMa,,istr; 2
e arm“gc“: sfer of the charge of the Jail to the Canton.men : g,
conscquence of t he mﬁ ¢ last paragraph of the foregoing lctt(fr, it appe}a{.rfor o
i Rc{errmg to' lh t the exczz,wation of a well is not a smtabl.e wor or con
ey s on eir legs. Any well which may be rcqum;;l fprxl-‘ 1t1 ;01 fbor
for imate of that work. '
- f°:in} Pg;t Oii:rl:. f:;l, should, therefore, be applicd
ngagcofltlllx-e p%‘%ckly-pear and demolishing tho ramparts.

(Truc Extract).

victs, who have chaix?s on th
posed Central Jail, will prop
of the 36 convicts who aro ¢ :
towards cxpediting the destruction

Acting Secretary to Government.
[ )

To the Magistrate of Trichinop.oly.
Inspector General of Jails.

; Superintendent of the Trichinopoly Jail.
; Sossion Judge of Trichinopoly.
” .

EXd. Jc H. Burns.
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