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Proceedings of the Madras Government

, Judicial Depariment,

27th Septenber 1863,

No. 296. Read the following letter from W. FRASER, Esq., C. E., Special Ex-
ecutive Engineer, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E.; Secretary to Government,
Public Works Department, Fort Saint George; dated Madras, 12th Sep-
tember 1865, No. 38.

I have read, in the Zimes of this'morning, the Proceedings of the Madras Go-
yernment on the sanitary condilion of Coimbatore. As the project therein alluded to
was designed, and partially oxecuted by me, and as I believe that full information
regarding it was not before the Government when ¢ sir order was passed, I have
the honor to request that they will be kind enough to excuse my reviving the
gquestion, and submitting, for their information, the following remarks :—

I have none of the papers connected with this project, and my statements are
therefore from memory ; but there were several Government orders passed about it,"
and a reference to those will explain fully the action taken by Government in the
matter.

9. The importance, in a sanitary and commercial point of view, of dramning
the swamp about Coimbatore Wwas 80 evident, that, very soon after I got charge of
the District, I made arrangements for including the es;tilngte for the necessary works
in the next Budget; but, on consulting the Collector, Mr. L B..Thonms, I found him
so decidedly opposed to the scheme, that, in deference to his wishes, T abandoned it.

On the occasion of the Jisit of His Excellency Sir Charles Trevelyan, he, (ac-
companied by Mr. Thomas, Dr. Porteous, and me drqve‘along ﬁhc, margin of the
tank, whelt TS Excollency noticed its £14h A wad ule éboxuttx.a;Jie_ :%cench
whicn arose from it. He at once called the leectox: 8 ‘zmd my attention to it, and
blamed us both, for having allowed the. place to re131am in such a disgraceful condi-
tion. 1 oxplaincd how it could be drained, and His Excellency ordercd the plans
to be prepared. i

3. We were then going to the Jail to sce the custody of the conviets handed
over to the new Police. A discussion arose as to how' the c'nm'icts were to 1.)0 employ-
ed, the Superintendent of Police objecting to their being .broken up into small
parties and scattered over the station as they then were. Iis Excellency suggested
that they might be employed on the drainage of the swamp, and after a rather
unpleasant discussion with the Collector, who, up to that time hfa‘d had the employ~
ment of the convicts, 1 was directed, much. against my own wishes, to take them
in hands, and employ them on that work immediately :—

I have to apologize for the length of this statement %s 1o the origin of the
work. My reasons for making it are that a very different and incorrect one has been
given, and because I bolieve that a very useful public vt'ork was stopped in conse-
quence of the personal feeling with which it had, very improperly, been connected,

The works were pushed forward until the outfall was secured, and a new Kalin-
gula built ; but they were stopped on my leaving the District, and the convicts
were again placed under the orders of the Collector,

4, Mr. Grant in his lﬁttC‘T, No. 86, dated 18th Ju]y 1865, 8aYy8 “ 1 eannot
¢ help thinking that the evil effects of the tank, in a sanitary point of view, has been
i gver estimated.” *: * ‘M. Fraser’s original project will, T feel convinced, cost
¢ g large sum of money in actual outlay, and, if I am not much mistaken, in a remis-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
2Tth September 1865,

% sion of assessment on wet lands, become un
“ result of improvements,”

That Mr. Grant is mistaken on all thiese points, Thave no doubt whatever ; and
my opinion is formed on a thorough knowledge of the place, and a careful consid-
eration of what should, and could readily, be done. :

As regards the sanitary condition of that portion of the Nativ
adjoins the tank, I would only say that no one who had walked th
time, during several months of the year, would
condition could be over-estimated ; and I know that the opinion of the Medical
Officers of my time was that cholera very rarely was absent from that locality.

On this point, however, T would refer to Dr. Porteous and Dr. Cornish, both
-of whom lived for years at Coimbatore, and know the place well,

9. The completion of the work,
actual outlay, as nearly the whole might be done b
no more convenient work to employ them on.

Before the works were stopped, the most expensive part of the drain had been

excavated, and an outfall of 12 feet secured by carrying the drainage channel wun-
der one of the Kalingulas* ; thug securing the perfect drainage of the lowest parts
of the town,

With the eseeption of a culyert across the Polachy Road, the rest of the work
would consist of excavation in earth and loose rock, forming the bund, and cutting
some drains from the mainone to the low parts of the town,
| 6. Theardd orine wines -t
shallow, varying in depth from 18

profitable for want of water, the

¢ Town which
rough it at any
say that its filthy and unhealthy

i don, - ua'.vu, ez

e has greatly increased since
sale of the land would not
e balance beside, But if even
rks, will any one say it were better
orto convert them into fruitful and heal(l,.

that valuation was made, and that the proceeds of the

ouly re-pay the cost of the works, but leave a handsom
the sale of the lands only met the cost of the wo

to keep them in their present filthy state,
ful gardens,

% remarks of ° 3 :
ke an’fl:)t:‘ re i k; of Mr. Grflnt regurding the supposed remission of assessment,
' . Water, lead me to infer that Jyq has never read the el d
with the subject, papers connecte

£ e ere the depth was about 18 inches,
1;1 om which line to the margin of the tank e Water shoals to nothin thu king
¢ average depth of the portion eyt off the R pee

ingula 12 incheg

Wi & higher than it §
- — : ad been,
* Note.—By a simple acrangement, which hag since boen putm o by wa been

ber officer of the Department, Puplie Works,
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Y ‘i;roceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
27th September 1865, .‘

As the works could in no way interfere with the supply channel, and as rather more
than one half the area of the tank would remain, and be raised 12 inches aboYe its
former level, the quantity of water would be increased rather than diminished,
especially as the loss due to evaporation would be (‘l.iminished one-half,

These facts dispose of this part of the question thoroughly, as there can be
no loss of assessment where there is no loss of water. '

8. I have deemed it my duty to lay this statement of facts regarding this pro-
Ject before the Government, as I sincerely believe it to be a most useful work, and
one that should be undertaken, the more especially as it is singularly well adapted
or nent of convicts.
a ﬂ: ;Z:itgln;fan, sundry sketches, and a full B{[emorandum of what was pro-
posed to be done, were given to my successor, Captain Goddard.

Transferred to the Judicial Department, with reference to the Order in that
Department, No. 1190, dated 29th August 1865. .
Fo:z'r SAINT ,GEORGE, : (Signed) J.S. STEWART, Major, R. E.,
162k September 1865. Under Secy. to Govt., P. W. D.

No. 297. ORDER THEREON, 27th September 1865, No. 1388.
The Government consider it desirable to obtain fm:ther inforn_mtion as to this
project before it is definitively a,ban(i?nefi ;.g proposed in Proceedings, dated 29th
dicial Department, No. ' _
Augu;.t lgfii,yJ;esire, thell')efore, th’at the Superintending Engineer may be required
to submit a full report on the smbjecf;(,1 al;nd ;;o f;frward, with the report, the plan and
Captain Goddar r. Fraser.
PaPGI; ma'lillfeo(‘;jflzztor I\;ﬂl also be reci;ired to state what will be tl}e pr.obable
loss of revenue by the work in his opinion, axfd on what data he bﬂSBS.hlS estimate.
4. The opinions of Drs. Porteous, Cornish, and the present lelalf S.urgeon
will be obtained as to the effect of the tank on tl.xe l}eazlth of the town in its pre-
sent state, and as to the expediency of dealing with it in the manner proposed.

(True Extract).

/

Acting Secretary to Government.

»

To the Public Works Department.
y,  Revenue Department. .
Principal Inspector Greneral, Medical Department,

Exd, J, H. Burns.
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