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I’roceedmfrs of the Madras Government, Judicial Departnient,
21st September 1865

No. 241. Read the following letter from Lieu,tcnant Colonel W. J. WILZON,
f - Acting Iyspector General of Jails, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTIINOT,
" Chief Sccretary to Government, F ort Saint (.1001 ge; datcd Bangalore e, 11t

. 7. Scptember 1865, No. 272.

I lnvc the honor to foxv.'ard the IR cpmt of the Local Commxltoc regarding the

._'51te for the Ccntml Jail at. ﬁmmnorc, together witlr a plan and ‘to stale that M.
. % ul'.l.r\! U.\. Ou”u.tar) obju,f.;n—#m -u.. any - 4o .T.\]uq Culoliors rv to tho Jailer. as

sug; reut':d but { Tiave s \cprt'unnci:that there i i3 plenty of ground closc to the site |
upon: .v}m I (Lr'xtm' may- beJS'(nlt L .

'l‘nt‘ sy Lhosui ‘ajipears to be good, :md the Supexmtenduw Engincer has
l;r“n fuxm&hct.‘ thh a ‘sketch plan of the propo;ed Jax] for such observations as hLe

may Lavo to offer.

——

Px om Surgeon Major C. W. PICKERING, Garriton- Surgeon, Cannanore, Major E. X,
NORTON, Assistant Engineer,and J, H, GARST IN, Esq., Actiag Joint Maomn\c‘
of Malibar—to J. ROHDE, Isq. " Inspector General of Jails; dated Caunanore,
29th July 1865, No. 103, o -

We have the honor to submit our report on the site which we have chosen for the prolectcd
Central Jail at this place.

2. Having visited all the most commanding situations in the vicinity of Canranore, we are
unanimsusly of opinion that the site, of which a plan is herewith forwarded, is by far the bu‘
and most fiiting.

3. Ttissitusted on the \Iannalore road, about & mile and a half from the Native Inlantrv
Parade Ground, and withiu three or four hundred yards of the Taluq Cutcherry.

4. Tbe situation is a most coumanding one, and is, next to the Cutcherry itself, the
highest print within eight or ten miles of Cannanore.

6. Onall sides the country is open and undulating, wlile the site itself commands a view
of the sea, and slopes gently downwards from the centre in every dircction, snd is therefore
adnirably sdapted for being well drained.

6. There will, we believe, be no difliculty in scquiring it from the Cherrakal Rajah, to

whom it belongs ; while the amount of compen- .

# Estin:ated by the Tahsildac at Rupecs 282, - sation to be paid to the tenants will be some-

' thing very small®, as there are no trees on it.

%. With the exception of a few weavers’ huts about half a mile off, there is no village
nearer than the Cantonment. The Valliapatnam back-water is two or three iniles distant as tha.
crow flies, and is almost entirely concealed from view by a rising ground, and the nearest topes
arc about half a mile off, and in a valley,

S. What we look upon as one great advantage in this site is that, as it slopes away from
the centre, the confining wall of the Jail would be built on a lower level than the Jail itcelf; and
while on that account affording no more chance of escape than if built on the same level, it
would admit the sea breeze, to the full influence of which the site is subject, to ventilate the Jail,

9. Again, the Taluq Cutcherry, altered for the purpose, would make excellent quarters fur
the Superintendent, aud as i¢ would completely command the Juil, 3 gun or two, in position there,
could, in the eveut of any very dangerous émeute, bo brought to bear wnh great effcct on thc
convicts, - '

10. There is one drawback however to this site, but 1t is one \mlch would be incidental

to any other that might be chosen. tWe allude to the difficulty in getting water.

11. Most of the wells nf*;he neighbourhood dry up during the hot weather urless they are
very dcep, 80 that we conshlér the construction of half a dozen large wells} GO or 70 feet deeps.’
and from 20 to 25 feet in diameter, to be an mdlspensable preliminary to the construction of the

Jail itscl! . . t



Proceedings of the Madras Governrﬁcnt, Judicial Department,

Va A 2
o ‘ | « lrr20s 30078 ‘//?/‘% /M/'
\.,',- | |

. 21lst September 1865,

12. The prevailing winds here during nine months in the year are Westerly, thet is, fiop;
the sca.

. /s A LRTEFI
._ . g . & - C ctinsrig &7@ Fandrr, S gemni|
“ 135, The soil of the site is gravelly, with laterite at a depth of about 12 feet, so that 1} L iyl . ' ) . / - AL & ’ :
oy e e - ; i . 4 / é 7r— (7 ZELy
-material for building the Jail is in abundance on the spot; -and in fact while the wellg are Leicy / _ .. ., . P Lo .

.dug, the stones taken out of them can be used to build the enclo ) ) / /é_ :
%‘ﬁ % s’ /’éxf--e‘ '
f§ ]

C okl e ?

sing wall, o 5
I+, In conclusion, we may add that the Brigadicr Ge‘neral.Commanding, who bas inspecte@ .
i the locality, is of opinion that it is in every (‘y“y--e—liﬂi‘il_f’d&lci_s;_“ff\_dil]jccess_iblc to troons,
o Ori.gina.Hy the selection of sitcs commanded by the Barracks was
having been abandoned, half a mile more or ]

FA—

/ﬁ/é//h"t/

T

. approved. This principle
es3 is of but litlle.coqsequence.

o _ - (Signed) J, ROHDE, ' _ | _ C)é

Frowm Major E. N. NORTOXN, Assistant Engineer,  to. Lieutenamgdolonél W.J. \V[LSQN' :
Acting Inspector General of Jails; dated Cannanore, 18th August 1865, N
Agrezably to the request contained in your letter, No. 143, dated
Lonor to return you the plan of the site of the
of levels taken along 8 radii at a distance of 50
2. The Local Committce

Jail ; they can be protected by

0. 313." .
“th instant, T have the !
proposed Central Jail at Cannanore, with a serjes
feet from each other.

proposed that the wells should be sunk within the walls of the ' : ”
an iron grating if thought necessary,
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No. 252. Orprr THEREON, 2.15t Scptember 1865, No. 1358.
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The Governor in Council sanctions the adoption of the site proposed for the

Central Jail to be crected at Cunuanore, The Acting Inspector

, e Mo e ek s Awne
General of Jailg //ZW f%//’/ A /% /4/
will zxrange with the Collector for obtaining possession of the site, .
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To the Acting Inspoctor Gencral of Jails,

dcting Secretary to Governnent,
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»  Collector of Malabar,
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