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Proceechngs’ of the ﬂIadras Government J udzczal l)epartmenz,
20tk September 1865, . - »-?:.‘

‘ No. 210 ead the followmg letter from P, GRANT Esq , Marrlstlate of C‘oxm—
o hatme, o the Honorable A.J. ARBUTHNOT, Chicf:Secrctary.to Go- c
: - E vernment Fort Samt George dated Cmmbatore, 4th- September 1865 L
A ‘ - No.’111. . So
o A man was lately sentenced to 1mprrsonment He had w1th 111m a clnld Wluch
vl he was disinclined to entrust to any one. The. mother I beheve was dead . The
" Head Assistant - Mag1strate, not knowmrr what to do with the child, allowed the-
, father to take it Wlth h1m to Jail. No extra food was allowed on account  of the
L ' child ; it got a portlon of its father’s food. - The Sessmn Judge has objected to the -
. S proceeding, and directed the Mamstrate to provide for the child. Fortunately a person
' - has been found willing to take charge of it ; but supposing that this ; person had not -
! Lo come forward what was the Magistrate to do with the child ? Or taking the case of
o a porson sentenced to imprisonment without’ a.ny relatrves and no one commg for-
b . ward to look after liis child, what could the Maglstrate do? I concelve that under .
| . " guch ¢ircumstances the Government should come forward m loco parentzs, and “sup-
| port the cluld untll 1ts father i isin a posmon to do 50, the expenses mcurred being
o . No: SRR . t.mcluded in the rnonthly contmgent bill:
. - Mr. Foster’s or1gmal letter* on thlS sub-
ject is transrmtted for the mformatron of Government ' L ;. ’

me W. S. FOSTER, Esq. Acting Head Assistant Mamstrate Cormbatore, to P, GRANT e
Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore ; dated Coimbatore, Ist September 1865, No, 91. g )
L1 have the honor to aanowledge the receipt of the Proceedmgs of the Session Court, dated
Aun‘ust 26th. The pnsoner appeared before me with his chrld He was sentenced to im-
prisonment, and his child went with him' to the Jail. - He told me, if I remember right, that he”
, had no one that he wished to entrust the child to. Tt would -be well if something: was really
| ' settled on the subJect. Under what orders is the _Magistrate bound to find a' father for, every"
' S child whose father is put in Jall 2" The Inspector ‘General of Jaxls gwes his o1ders that chlldrenl »
! . are not to be allowed in Jails, ° The officer i in charge of the Jail is to carry out his orders, and I
R do not sce why he cannot find a father for the children Whom he himself’ separates from their. =
parents. . Again, take the case in which achild "hasno other relation than the prlsoner and no
".one can be found willing to take care of it—the case is perhaps improbable, but not impossible; ~
- and if the child isnot to go into the Jail with the prisoner, the child must either he turned into '
the street, or the Magxstrate must take care ‘of it lnmself. The Maglstrate would soon have a
large family to take careof. . . » :
, 2. Without any dxstmct orders on the suhject I am at a loss as to what 1o, do. If the ‘
pnsoner objects to a certain person havm«r the charge of his child, and .no one else is w1lhng to
“lfakeit, is the Mamstrate JuStIﬁEd in acting’ contrary to the wxshes of the father, and giving up
"the child to the person obJected to by. the father 2 In the prcsent case, as far as I koow, ﬂle R
“child has been not the 'least expense to’ Goyernment. ‘l used to sée the child every day I wentto .
, L ‘the Jail, when' I was in charge.: Its fa.ther had no more food allowed lum, and the Clllld had a -
e Tiwde of its fathers. » -~ L = AU ‘ BT
' "3, The said chxld 18 now taken out of the Jall and dehvered to one Vencalapa.thy Naxck, ‘
who agreed to take care of it. ’lhe Proceed:ngs of the Session Court are herewuh returned PR
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- o N No. odl, " ORDER' THEREON, '20th’ September 1865, No. 1347 :

’ - The arran gements ‘for subsisting ' the child of the convict referred fo in the’

L forewomg letter should *have been made. by the officer-in charge of the Jail ; ‘the

. .; . .- charges mcurred being drawn for in a contmgent bill, under the- sanctwn of the -
SN ":"Inspector Greneral of Jails, . L e
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