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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
| 13th September 1565, “

No. 143. ©  Read tho following lctter from L. G. R. FANE, Esq., Magistrate of
the Madras District, to the Ilonorable A. J. ARBUTIINOT, Chicf Scere-
tary to Government, Fort Saint Georgel; dated Saidapet, 16th August
1865, No. 137. '
In consequenco of the lato rulings of the High Court, dated 22nd December
1864, and 22nd March 1865, Sub-Magistrates of the 2nd Class aro debharred from
- entering upon any cascs, cxcept such as they arc compcetent to try or to commit to
tho Scssion Court, ' : S
2. Tho intermediate cascs, viz., those -cognizable by the Magistrato concur-
rently with the Session Court, or by a Sub-Magistrato of the 1st Class, are neces-
sarily very numerous, and I find my timo almost cntirely taken up with Magisterial
-cases. ' _ : .
3.. Formerly the Sub-Magistrates used- to enter upon the induiry into these
cases, and if there were no grounds for complaint (which frequently happencd)
dismiss them, or, if the complaint scemed true, refer them to me for disposal,
. 4. Afurther inconvenience resulting from their ot Leing cmpowered to
make this preliminary inquiry is that all the witnesses have to Lo summoned from
tho Talugs to tho Iluzur, frequently a distance of 60 or 70 miles. |
- 5. "o obviate these difficulties, I have the honor to request that my Assistant,
Mr. Wigram, may be invested at once with the powers of a Sub-Magistrate of the
ist Class, o o o
6. I propose then that he should once a wecek, or once a fortnight, visit tho
Talugs and disposs of all Magisterial cases which the Sub-Maxistrates are not com-
petent to try. The work would be especially useful to him, and give him many
opportunitics of secing the District and knowing the people. '

7. By the Government Notification of 8th November 1864, I am awarc that
no Assistant can be invested with the powers of the Subordinate Magistrate of the
1st Class until he passes the 1st standard; but I unlesitatingly make the present
requisition, as, if granted, it will, I hope, only auticipate by a few months tho use of
powers that will then vest in him by right. Mr. Wigram has a thorough knowledge
of tho Penal and the Criminal Proccdure Codes, and his dccisions in-such of the
Magisterial cases as Ihave been able to refer to him show he poscsses a sound
judginent and a'good knowledge of the Law of Evidence. e has been in the
country for nearly two years, and has attended the sittings of the High Court for
six months, ) : : o

8. In caso Government do not sce fit to grant Mr. Wigram the powers I ask,

I must request that tho powers of a Subordinate Magistrate of 1st (]
conferred on Ramasawmi Iyer, the Sub-Magistrate of Saltawaid, in T

N _and Cooppoo Row, the Sub-Magistrate of Ponnery Taluq.

ass may be
rivaliur Talug,

No. L'di - Onrore Tnerroy, 13th September 1865, No, 1307.

The Governor in Council does not consider it neeessary, ‘under the circum-
stances represented in the foregoing letter, to confor upon Mr. Wigram higher
powers thau those he now exereises according to rule ; and, with referenco to the

~ application made in paragraph 8, he requests that the Magistrate will report in
what manner the officers named by him have discharced their duties as Subordi-
natc Magistrates of the sccond Class. : '
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- Proceedings of tlze M'adras Goveramen!, Judicial Department,
0 3th September 1865,

2. His Excelleney in Council is desirous to see what rffect the 1%gh Court’

Circular of the 22nd December last has had in Mr. Fanc's own Range. MMy, Tane
will, therefore, be good enough to furnish copies of the Magisterial statements sub-

mitted to the Session Court of Chingleput for the 1st and 2ad quarters of the cur-
-rent year.,

3. Iis Exccllency in Couneil is not clear as {o the nature of the pian pr "I‘ ot-- .

-ed in the 6th. paragraph of the foregoing letter, If Mr. Fane meaus that Cases i
". Fhich Subordinate Mz sistrates of the, second Class have no jurisdiction are to'Be
' ‘.cc‘dvcd ];) them. nnd kept op° tkeir ﬁleb, until the arrival of an oflicer with ce: o-

petent powers, it would be an illegal rcvu"1 on a small scale, of the Jisadv antages
of the old ercmt Court sy stcm. =

- (True Extmct)

Chict Scerciary,

To the Magisate of the Madras Distict.
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