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No.43. Read the followine letter from Licutenant Colonel G. W. WALKER,
~ R. L, Superintending Inginecr, 7th Division, to Colonel C. A. ORR,
R. E, Seccrctary to Government, Department Public Works, Madras;

dated Coonoor, 18th August 1865, No. 98, '

I have the honor to submit, for the information and orders of Government, a
report on the Calicut Jail, drawn up by the Committee which assembled according
to tho instructions of paragraph 5 of G. O., No. 877, of 16th June lSUG,Jud?—
cial Department. '

2. Accompanying isa Survey of the oround sclected as a site for the new
Jail that will have to bo constructed. It secms to consist of a parallelogram, 144
yards by 91, backed by another four sided plot of ground, 80 yards Ly GG, on the

* same gencral level—with a second lower platformn, 112 yards in length by about

30 yards in depth. If thought sufticient in extent, the Collcctor might -be in-
structed to ascertain the amount of compensation which should le paid for it, and
for the ground that will Le required for the new approach to the site recommended
by the Committce. I hope to have an opportunity of inspeeting the 4loca1ity next
month. ' '

From H. D. COOK, Esq., Civil and Session Judge of Ca'icot, Officer in charge of the Juil;
" R. E. PEARSE, E-q., Civil Surgeon, Malabar, Medical Oficer to Calicut Jail ; and
Acting Deputy Commissary H. BAILEY, Sub-Engincer Ma'abar, Department Public
Works—to Licutenant Colenel G. W. WALKER, R. E,, Superintending Enginecr,
Cuimbatore ; dated Calicut, 4th August 1865, No. 183.

Agreeably to the Oders of Government, No. 877, published in the Procecdings of the
M.dras Government, Judicial Department. dated 16th June 18G5, we have the horor tontorm
you that we assembled at Calicut on the 22nd July 1863, and to submit a Repert on the prescnt
Jail at this station, and the site of the new one proposed to be crected in its place, as therein

required, _ , _

2. In the opinion of.the Committee quoted at page 25 of Proccedings as above, viz., “ that
the Calicut Jail should bo abandoned,” we entirely concur, and for tho following reasons i —

(a). The ventilation is essentially bad, and can only be improved by one of the twa follow-
ing means, viz., Ist, the removal of the whole outer wall, and its rc-erection at a greater distance
from the wards, which the proximiry of roads renders impossible, or, 2ndly by the removal of
the solid upper portion of the wall, say from G} feet above the level of the ground, and substis
tuting in its place an open iren railing, with .r(evo]ving Chevauz-de-frise, for purposes of
security ; this latter propusition, we should add, was lonz azo brought forward by tle Oflicer
in charee of ihe Jail, subscquently by the Medical otficer with the approval of his superior, and
lastly by the Inspector General of Hospitals —vide page 79, paragraph 24 of Proccedings as
above—but was opposed by the Inspector General of Jails, and hence never cinicd into effect.
Should, however, any considerable dejay occur as rezards the erection of a new Jal, we would beg
strongly to urge the reconsideration of the point, as we deem the meastre one easy of execution,
ard likely to be attended with very great benefit to the general healith of the prisoners.

(). The Jail is too close to the Bazaars, causig unnece:sary exposure to, and dahgor of,
jnfection, both while within the building itse!f and also when goinu to, or returning frum, labor,
besides aflording improper facilities to the prisoners for obtaining pernicious and furLilden
aeticles of food, &c., from their friends outside—a praclicg most objectivnable, Loth un diseipli-
nary and sanitary grounds. _

" (¢). The Hospital is too far removed from the rest of the Juil, being situated on tho
beach about one-third of a mile distaut, a circumstance giving rise to much unnecessary alarm
and ennoyance amorgst the Towns-people geperally in times of epidemic discas=, &e.
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(d).—The building beins but very slightly raiscd sbove the level of the sea, there is o n-_:
sequently little or uo subsoil druinage, a point-of great imporaance in a humid climat: like that
cf Malabar, _ oo

(‘e ).—Lastly, whether due to the causes enumerated above, 6r to others which have escaped

detection, certain it is that exjerience has proved the Calicut Jail to be one uf the most un-
heaithy and deadly in Southern India. .
_ 3. That the sum likely to be 1ealized by the sale of the present buildings, wm, as sug-'
gested by the Conmitice nt paze 23, puagraph 19, of the Procerdings, sullics for the crection of
a new Jail, our local acquaintance with the rubject weuld lead us greatly to doubt; at 1he sime
time, judging from the very hizh figure which house property in Ca'icut Las recently bionght,
no doubt a very handsome sum will accrue from the sale of the property, wore eapedially if the
Jailer's house, Hospital, and out-builuings are included in the auction.

4. After careful examinaticn of the cnvirons of Calicut, we hase Leen ¢nabled to discover

“aud fix upon a site for the new Jail, which appears to us urexceptionablle in CVCTY Way, PosiCsse
ing as it does the triple requirements impled 1in a2 Ja:l site, viz., first, being moderately easy of -
access for judicial and cconomic purposes ; secondly, tweeting the sunitary requircments of su;h a
building in the matier of clevation, soil, and drainage ; and, thirdly, Tequiting 1o preat cspendi-
ture of time or labor, in order to prepaic and level the giound for buil'(ling purposes,

5. The cxact position of the plot of grourd selected is shewn in the accompanying plan,
and may be briefly summ-rised as follows:— It is 4 small Latesite Hill, with a mean elesation of
nearly 50 feer above the surrounding country, situated somewhat over half a mile due east of
the large buzuar, which dues not extend far in this direction (and in our opinion certainly
should not be a.ll.o“cd to do so, for reasons already recoided), and 0\'cr](lokihg the backwater at
a distance of about 120 yards. The soil, as stated sbove, is unexceptionable, and the natural

. drainage excellent ; the slope of the ground throughout being from tie centre $owards the cir-
“eumiirence of the platfonm, which on thiee sides covminarna alewi y with a Jiop of 20 or 50
feer, while on the fourth, the north, side: s'oprs away gradually into the surrounding country,.
and, as appears on the plin, there are but three swall Native houses which will require to be dise
turbed.  The fromiage af rded, tuking the western side as the fuce of the building, will be 433
feet with a inean depth of 291 fect in the northern ilis of the plut,and of 331 feet in the southern

~ #ths, in addition to which there is, on the southern fuce, a second ridge abdut 10 feet lower than the
general platform, and shewn in the plan as occupying the rpace between the southery side of the
Hill nnd.lhe main road, which could easily be made available for the erection of out-houses,
‘workshops, &e. _

6. Lastly, should the site now advocated be adopted, we would suggest the advisability of
opening} up a roud from the North-West angle to weet that coming down from tbe bunga-

low, whercby thic convicts will be enabled to go to snd return from their work, "

without passing -
through any of the bazaars—un arragement, wiich would no doubt con

: duce greatly to the -
* maintenance of their guncrul health, and the prevention of epidenic and infectious discuse Wells

sunk withkin the Jail walls, & s . . .
can be sunk within the Jail walls, and we do not anticipate any difficulty in securning a sufficient-
supply of good water on the spot. : : :

——

‘Referred to the Judicial Department.
(Signed) C. A. ORR, Colonel, R. E,,
g Scey. to Govt., I, W, D,
No. 1. Orprr Tiereoy, 8th September 1863, No. 1269,

Forr Samzt Grorgr,
22nd August 1865,

- Orders will be issuced in the Public Works Department for the preparation of
a plun and_ c;timate for the erection of a new Jail, capable of holding 1350 prisoncrs,
on the site proposed by the Committee. The Collector will ascertain and inform
the Superintending Engincer of the amount which will Lave to Le paid as compen- -

e e =t

Proceé_ding& of the Madras quernhzent, Judicial Department
| 8th September 1865, ’

sation for the ground, and for the approach to the site, and also the probable pro-
ceeds of salo of the present Jail and its out-buildings. '

(Truo Extract).

Chief Seerelary.

"o tho Public Works Dcpartment, with the Survey.
Inspector General of Jails. S
Collector of Malabar.

»

”

Rzxd. J. 1. Burns.
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