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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
41} January 1865.

N et

Read the following papers :—

No. 16. From J. MASKELL, Esq., Magistrate, Vepery Police Court, to the
Honorable A. J. ARBUTIINOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
Saint Greorge ; dated Madras, 1st Decpmber 1864, No. 68. o

I have-the honor to report that the buildings forming the Vepery Police Court
are in neced of thoraugh repairs, . .

2. An application to the Barrack Master would, no doubt, receive atti}ntmn as
far as the repairs arc concerned; but as, in my opinion, certain alterations and
improvements are also urgently required, I deem 1t necessary to address Govern-
ment, whose orders, the Burrack Master informs me, should be obtained on the sub-
ject. ’ .

3. 'The Vepery Police Court was originally a private dwelling, and was con-
verted into a Court House in the most egonomical fashion. The centre hall forms
the Court-room. The dock and witness box are nearly in the centre, the Magisterial
Bench and the table for the Interpreter; Minute Writers, and professional gentlemen
are on one side, and the other side is set apart for the public.  When I mention that
the hall is Lut 32 feet long, and that it’s two ends are narrowed hy it’s octagonal
shape, some idea may be formed of the crowded and confined state of the place on
hot and busy days. There is also no accomimodation for the I nspector and other
uropean and Natiye Police Officers attached to the Court, nor for the more respect-
able classes of suitors in attendance,

- ~entre hall might be extended by removing its western wall, and taking

in the adjoining verandah. This would necessitate the construction of a new veran-

dah along the western portion of the building,

5. By this improvement, prisoncrs and pariies could be introduced 1nto the
Court from the west end of the building, instead of throngh the second Ilall, and
this large room gwhich is nowonly used as a passage, would be available for the
onc of the rooms now occupipd by the clerks would then be
sc of the European officers of the Court. The Native Police might
ed by walling off one of the corners of the public shed in the com-

establishment,
vacated for tl
be accommo
pound.

6. 1 nave long wlt that these improvements were necessary, but have waited.
until the buildings required to be put in thorough order, when I thought the whole' -
work might be cxecuted at once.

7. Isolicit that the Barrack Master may be instructed to inspect the premises
and prepare the necessary estimate, and I shall be happy to point out to him per-
sonally the details of the improvements above suggested. ‘ V

Referred to the Barrack Master for report, in communication with the Magis-
trate ofhe Vepery Police Court,
Forr Saint GeorgE, (Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
6¢h December 1864, Chief Sécyemry_
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
4th January 1863.

~

No. 17..  From Colonel W. K. WORSTLR, Barrack Master, Presidency, to the
Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort

~“Baint George ; dated 10th December 1864, No, 1192.
In rcturning the accompanying letter, with its endorscment, relative to the
enlargement of the Vepery Police Court, T Have the honor to state that I quite con-

cur with Mr. Maskell as to the necessity of increased accommodation being provided

both for the suitors and the Police establishment,

2. 'The plan contemplated, however, would necessitate the closing of the Court
for some time, and the hiring of another house for the continuance of business,

3. Te ohviate this inconvenicnce T suzgostod thal, probably, it would be better
to carry the addition of a Court room northward, instes ad of westward, having a
separate entrance, leaving the office free {rom mtuxupnon in which Mr, Maskell
concurred, Qhould Government approve of the arrangement, I will point cut to the
Executive Engineer the nature of the additions required,

4, T may add that the Commissioner of Police, whom I consulted, considers
that the accommodation of the present Court House is inadequate to meet the require-
ments of the establishment, -

No. 18. OrpEer THEREON, 4th January 1865, No. 11.

The Governor in Council sanctions the preparation of a plan and estimate for
adding a Cowitrovr to the buildings occupied by the chczy Police Cowrt, in the
manuer proposed by Colonel Worster.

(True Extract).

Chief Seeretary.

To the Barrack Master.
.. Public Works Department.
y» Magistrate of the Vepery Police Court.
» Commissioner of Police (for information),

©xd, J.H, Barns,

(v
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