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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, J udicial Department,
N - - 29tk Adugust 1865,

~—

No. 231.

v

‘Read the following letter from Licutenant Colonel W. J. WILSON,
Acting Inspector General of Jails, to the* Honorable A. J. ARBUTH-
NOT, Chicf Sceretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Banga-
lore, 18th August 1865, No. 180. ' ,

I have the honor to submit, for the favorable consideration of Government,
copics of a letter and Statement forwarded by Mr. H. E. Sullivan, Acting Session
Judgo of Salem, in which ho recommends the remission of portions of the sen-
tences of five convicts, on account of their exertions in re-capturing certain con-

victs on the 12th May 1865, and in preventing others from attempting to escape

2

on the same occasion.

From H. E.SULLIVAN, Esq., Acting Session Judge, to Licutenant Colonel W. J, WILSON,
_Acting Inspector General of Jails; dated Salem, 14th August 1865,

1 have the honor to forward, herewith, a Nominal Roll of five convicts, whom I beg to recom-
mend for a remission of punisbment, for their good conduct in assisting to re-capture four out of
five convicts who escaped from a working gang on the 12th of May last, and in preventing the
rest of the gang, about 40 in number, from escaping. ,

‘9. The facts of the case are as follows :—On the day in question, a gang of 50 men were
employcd in getting water from the river. The guard in a most reprchensible manner sat down
under a tree, in a position where they could rot command a proper view of the convicts. Two
of the prisoners mentioned in the accompanying roll gave the alarm that some of the gang were
making off, but the guard at first refused to Lelieve it, and it was not till the Warder had satisfied
himself that five men had actually got away that any action was taken. Then, of course, they lost
their presence of mind, and all, with the c¢xception of one Constable, went in pursuit of the fugi-
tives. (1) Dommara Cooppen, (2) Palla Mauren, and (3) Chinnapien accompanied them, and per-
sonally assisted in capturing four out of the five cscaped convicts. One got clear away, and
has never siuce been heard of. It may be imagined that it would have been no very difficult mat-
ter for the rest of the gang to have fcllowed the lead, as there was only one Constable guarding
them ; but the two men () Nursiah and (5) Kaligan mado use of their influence, and persu-
aded them to remain all quietly scated till fresh guards arrived from the Jail. .

3. I have recommended that two years of the sentence should be remitted, except in the
cases of Palla Mauren and Nursiah, who have not that time to scrve. DPerhaps the amount of
remission may appear excessive, but it is most important to secure the co-operation of the
prisoners themselves, and these men, in my opinion, conducted themselves in 3 meritorious
manner under circumstances of considerable temptation. After they had been abandoned by
the guard, there Was nothing to prevent the whole gang making off, and I almost feel inclined to
recommend that they should all be rewarded for not having done so.

(True Copy). . .
(Signed) W.J. WILSON, Lieut.-Colonel,,
Acting Inspector General of Jails.
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