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I;roceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,

-20th August 1869. -

.

Read the following papers :—
No. 222.  From R. COLE, Esq., Principal Inspcctor General, Mecdical Depart-
ment, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Sccretary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George ; dated 25th February 1864, No. 54.

I have the honor to transmit, for submission to His Excellency the Governor
in Council, an extract from the Annual Report of the Civil Surgeon of Coimbatore

on the health and sanitary condition of that place.

2. Looking to the situation of Coimbatore, as a centre where travellers, Euro-

ean and Native, assemble from all quarters, and are detained for a night, conse-
quent on the railway arrangements, I beg most earnestly to solicit the attention of
Government to the recommendations of Dr. Ogg to avert the out-break and propa-

gation of epidemic discase.

. EXTRACT.

% The only epidemic of importance during the past year has been cholera. The first case
occurred in October; but for wonths previously the disease had been prevalent in an epidemic
form in many parts of the District, and in the villages surrounding Coimbatore. Many cases had also
occurred at the Coimbatore Railway station, and itis probably from that quarter that the di.ease
spread to Coimbatore} several patients suffering from cholera having been sent from Pothanoor to
the Civil Dispensary here for treatment. It is impossible, however, to pive a decided opinion on
this subject, because, as I have already stated, cholera had been for some time prevalent m the -
District before it appeared at Coimbatore. Situated as Coimbatore is on the high road to the
Hills, both from the easternand the western Coast, it is certain, sooner or later, to have the germs
of the cholera poison conveyed to it, if the disease be prevalent on either Coast. The only prospect,
therefore, of escape from constantly recurring out-breaks of this terrible scourge lies in the most
vigorous measures being adopted for improving the sacitary state of the town, so that when the
germs of the disease are introduced, they may find no fitting soil for their development. Theugh
in some respects well built for a Native town, the sanitary state of Coimbatore is far from satis.
factory. The streets are wide and at right angles to each other, ll}exeby affording every facility for
ventilation. The drainage, however, is very defective. The strect drains are neither bricked nor
tiled, but consist, for the most part, of trenches cut in the soil, and generally without the slightest
regard to drainage level. Into these drains the filth from each house is allowed to find its way, and
there it stagnates, poisoning the surrounding atmosphere. Another great evil, which can be
dealt with only by a Municipal Act, exists in the fact that many of the houses are provided with
cess-pools, for the accumulation of filth within, in the house enclosures. The Civil authorities are
anxious to do their utmost to improve the sanitary state of the town, but their handsare tied
partly for want of funds, and partly from want of power to enforce attention to cleanliness with-
in the walls of the house enclosures. A Municipal Act would furnish a remedy for both these
requirements, and I am happy to say that there is a prospect that in a few months hence Coim-
batore will be under the operation of such an Act, One of the main causes of the unhealthiness
of Coimbatore is the large tank to the south of the town. For many months in the year this
tank is a foul stagnant swamp. Some years ago a project was started for remedying this state
of things, by running an embankment through the middle of the tank, and heightening the bund
on the southern side, and by this means so limiting the bed of the tank that it would never
become dry at any season of the year. It was calculated, I believe, that the land that would be
re-claimed and brought under cultivation by this scheme would more than re-pay the expenses
incurred. Unfortunately, after estimates had been made and the work pariially begun, the pro-
ject was abandoned, but I am convinced that until it is carried out Coimbatore will never be so
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"\, .ablo_expenditure of ‘moncy and loss of revenue will be necessary.
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Proceeding,s of. the Madras Gover}ih;ent; Judicial De pariment . |
ROth August 1865, ’ ‘» (

healthy as it might be, and abov i ject o periodical ’
. ber of cases of cgholera. treatzgoi‘netz:: ;";li;‘::l“:ﬁ‘;t lt;, Z;rl:ﬁ;zﬁlfxtrb;:gi'or cholere. The num -
' ' (True Extract). ' .
(Signed) W. R, CORNISH,
Secretary, Principal Inspector General,
Medical Department,

A

I?eferrefi to the Collector of Coimbatore, for report, after consulting th
Superintending Engineer of the Division, with reference to the surecstion i ¢ N
nection with the tank at Coimbatore. ggostion 1 con
Forr SaiNT GEORGE,

" (Signed) A. J. . |
7t/z‘47|[arch 1864. ( ) ’ J ARBUTHNOT’ : )

Chief Secretary.

No. 223. A JFIXgB%T%RANT’ P:lsq.,' »Collector of Coimbatore, to the Honorable
: d. . NOT, Chief Sccretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; : N
ated Ootacamund, 11th May 1864, No. 28, T |
mng’x}‘/rﬂe.ply.to&‘-!i‘_‘*rﬁ;’mufmUls;éml‘Mmo’mﬁdﬁfn of the mltfmo No. 221, 1 | E
~“hég to inform you that on receipt of your Memorandum of the 7th i\Iarcix 186’4 |
forwarding a letter of the Principal Inspector General, Medical Dcpartment, with 't’ |
. cnclosure—an Extract from Dr. Ogg’s Report on tho sanitary stato of Ciiimi)atorle1 i
~_ T at once addressed the Superintending Engincer, but have not, as yet, heard fro;
;him. - The ‘pvroposition, however, regarding: the tank at Coimbatdr’e was made !
_“some time ago, and I have reason to belicve that, to, caﬁy\itio{xf,“ a&f;y consider- 4 -
| blo i sh oral |
;} }adarésg the Superintepding Enginecr, and, on receipt of his reply, will, Witzllzcl)uzblzls: |
of time, report the result. | ' ’ '

vt et
|

No. 224.  From P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of Coitbatore, to J, D. SIM, Esq,
- Secretary to Government, Madras; dated Ootacamund, 30th August 1864’
. )

No. 67. o
In reply to your Memorandum of the 24th instant, No. 461, calling for the

Report on the proposed improvements in conncction wifch the Coimbatore tank, I
beg to inform you that I have not yet heard from Coloncl Walker, in reply to my ‘
letter to his address on the subject. Iam, however, awaro that for some months past t
_the tank has been full, and that, until it is empty, it will be beyond Colonel Walker’s

power to comply with the requisition of Government, and submit tho Report

 called for. S o
 No. 225.  From P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of CoimbatorC, to the Tonorable
“ A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chicf Scerctary to Government, Fort Saint Georgo;

dated Coimbatore, 18th July 1865, No. 86.
In reply to the official Memorandum from the Acting Under Sceretary, under
date the 30th June, calling on me to furnish the Report'called for on the 10th ,L
December 1864, regarding the project for the improvement of the Coimbatore
tank, I beg to inform you that no official report on thie subject has as yet been
reccived from the Superintending Engincer, whom I addressed on the subject on

the 12th March 1864, and that there is no probability of any such report fo‘r
as the tank referred to is now full, and will not, probably, bo empty until

months,

© Proceedings of the Madraé Government, Judicial Department,
29th August 1865.

i

~ the end of the year. I cannot help thinking that the evil effects of the tank, in a
sanitary point of view, has been over-estimated. For a couple of months towards
the end of the season, whilst the water is diminishing and the tank emptying, its
bed no doubt is muddy and gives forth a bad smell, but it soon dries up, and be-
comes perfectly hard. Mr. Fraser’s original project will, I-feel convinced, cost
a large sum of money in actual outlay, and, if I am not much mistaken, in a remis-
sion of assessment on wet lands, become unprofitable for want of water, the result

of improvements.

No. 226. ORrDER THEREON, 29th August 1865, No. 1190.
" The Governor in Council is disposed to concur in the opinion of the Collector
that the evil effects of the tank referred to, in a sanitary point of view, have been
over-estimated, and he directs that the project of improving it be abandoned.

.. (True Extract).

o

Chief Secretary.

To the Collector of Coimbatore.
Public Works Department. :
Principal Inspector General, Medical Department.

12}
”

Ezd. J. H. Burns.
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