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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
28th August 1865.

No.220,  Read thefollowing letter from A. P. HOWELL, Esq., Under Sccretary

to the Government of India, to the Tonorable A, J. ARBUTHNOT,

Chief Sceretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Simla, ‘29{.1‘

July 1865, No. 547.
Home Department,
Judicial.

tr 1 i i <
Prom the Gosernment of Malran, No, 1021, dated 8th ansmit, for the information of the Go
Uctober 1863 vernment of Madras, the accompanying

To Do. No. 857, 220d June 1864, . N
. copy of a letter from the Chief Com:
R

. missioner of Dritish Burmah, No. &=, dated the 28th ultimo, with enclosurcs,

and to call attention to the difference between the character given to the convict
Robert West in the statement signed by Mr. Rohde, and forwarded to the Govern:
ment of India with your letter of the 8th October 1863, and that givenin the Roll
sent with the convict to Port Blair, under the signature of the keeper of the European
prisoners at Ootacamund.

9. Tt is requested that, in future, great carc may be taken to recommend no
convict for Port Blair, who may be at all likely to cvince an insubordinate and un-
ruly spirit, there being no means whatever in that scttlement of subjecting such

* convicts to the discipline requisite for their proper management and control.

3. The License of the prisoner Robert West has been revoked.

From Major IJ. N. DAVIES, Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of British Burmab; to the
Segretary to the Government of India, Home Department; dated Rangoon, 28th June

1865, No..D- B

. =
239, .

I have the honor, by direction of the Chief Commissioner, to solicit the instructions of His

Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General in Council, as to the disposal of the convict, Ro-.

bert West, referred to in the accompanying letter from the Superintendent, Port Blair, dated the

" 215t June, No. 55.

2. Appended to this communication is a report of the proccediogs held by Major Ford, on
the preveding day, the result of which, in conjunction .with West's general bad conduct, necessi-
tated his immediate removal from the Scttlement, and despatch to Rangoon, where he is at pre-
gent placed in confinement in the Jail. . :

3. The Chief Commissioner bexs to recommend fhat Robert \Vest's License, (which is also
enclosed) may be wyithdrawn, and he be favored with early orders regarding the prisoner.

From Msjor B. FORD, Superintendent, Port Blair, to Major H. N. DAVIES, Secretary to the
Clief Commissioner, British Buimah; dated Port Plair, 21st June 1865, No. 53.

I have the honor to enclose copy of Proceedings of this Court, on inquiry into the conduct
of a licensed prisoner, named Robert West, who, from the proceedings, the Chief Commissioner
will observe, has, ever since he arrived in this Settlement, caused me much anxiety by his vio-
lent and insubordinate behaviour. ‘ ‘ ‘

2. Ibeg to state that [ have been at great pains to endeavour to reform this man, but to
nopurpose. Ilis natural disposition is ro bad and uncontrollable, and his temper under such cir-
cumstances is so violent, that for such a man to be any longer atlarge is in my opinion most un-
desirable; while, from the same ciuse, it is quite impossible tor me to entrust him with any duty
in which convicts would be placed under his orders for work, for which service he was sent here.
Bad at all times, as above described, he is worse when under the influence of liquor, which, taking
advantage of his privilege of being at large, he has, by every artifice he could use, sometimes ob-
tained, at which tites he would become so {ufuriated as to have severely injured persons coming

in his way.

ST R . . -
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Vith reference to the correspondence noted on the margin, I am directed to
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department
28th August 1865,

8. The Chief Commissioner is aware that I have no suitable place in which to place men so

)

, oﬁ'endmg in confinement ; even if 1 had, T am of opinion that to do so would have no benefi~ -
- cial result on a man like l{obert W est, whose character, when in Jail before, it willbe seen
from the copy of his Remater attached, has been bad. It is hardly necessary also to remark how
prejudicial to all efforts of a refurmatory nature the presence of such a character must be in the .
eyes of other Christian prisoners, who are here at large on License, when, in the words of his .

:,ngister, “ be works othersup to do whatis evil.” I, therefore, have thought it advisable under
“all the circumstances of the case to send this man back to Jail, and for that purpose have accord-
.ingly forwarded him to Rangoon, in charge of areturn party of Police of that Town, proceeding
‘by the Steamer Prince Arthur, where I have made him over to the Magistrate, to be lodged in
“Jail, until the Chief Commissioner’s further orders regarding him can be received.

4. 1 would respectfully recommend that Robert West's License (original and duplicate of

‘which I enclme) may be cancelled, and that he be forwarded to the Jail in Calcutta there to work

out the remaining portion of his sentence in hard labor.

SUPEg:NTENDm\'i’s Cousr, Port Brair, Tue 2011 JUNE 1835,
DPresent.
B. FORD,
Superintendent.
Crim : Reg: Pro:— No. 34 of 2ud Quarter 1865,

Inquu'y into the conduct of Robert West holding a License to be at large, granted to him
by His Excellency the Governor General in Council, on this Scttlement,

Memorandum by the Superintendent.

4
¥

The Defendant has been on this Setilement now since the 11th December 1864, Durxng |

tbat txme his conduct has been very unsatisfactory., His nrencr.xl bad habits necessi- ated hisbeing ‘

kept apart from the other Ticket of leave European pnsoners, owing to his bad example, being
addicted to drinking, andviolence of conduct generally, To keep the Defendant out of mischief,
it was arranged to give him duty on board the ITulk “ Erin go bragh* here. e also not only
obtained liquor, but he got others of his class on board at night, improperly and against orders,
making use of the Ship's boat. Complaints of a serious character have twice also been recexved
of acts of violence towards convicts of thecrew on board, ‘
Twica, whea the Superinten leat bas visited ths ship, he has found the Defendant in liquor ¢
g0 much so as to forget himself, and behave in a highly disresp:ctful manner towards the Super..
intendent. _
He has been thrice cautioned by the Superintendent in Court, for intoxicatinn— once with

violence also. e has promised amendment, and has broken his promise ; and his character hag -

been so unreliable from the-e evil habits, that the Saperintendent has been unable to place any
work in his hands, or to trust him to do any thing.

On the 1Gth instant, the Defendant was reported by Mer, Drhcott in charge of the Hulk ag
tnsubordinate and refusing to work, saying that he begged the Superintendent muvht be informe

ed that he might be employed on shore. To give him a chance again, he was relieved by .

’Onvxct Pinyard, and he was directed to the charge of cultivators ar Haddo,

Oun 171h, Saturday, Quarters there were allotted to him, which irstead of proceeding to, he -

remained on Ross Island.  'T'hat night he got drunk, and, withyut permission, got the boat and
went on boaid the Hulk, threatening the convict crew with such violence that they in fright were
compel'ed to take him on board. His violence and the uproar that he made before going on board
was so great as to disturb the Harbour Master anl Chaplain, The latter called on the Police to

nterfere, but the Litter do not appear to have ¢ ied to keep him on shore. During all this time he °
was in a state of frantic vi.lence. e threatened a1l approaching him. Shonly after he was on -

boa.rd he attacked one of the crew, felhnu him tu the deck with & cuair. The Medical Certificate

Vo

83 ta this convict's condition is attached. e might have killed him, in bis violence. Some of the -
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment, 3
- 28th August 18635.

crew came on shore to report this; and it was reported that he was discovered trying to get one
of the Guard Muskets on board, saying that he would shoot Mr, Corbyn if he followed him. This
violence necessitated the Harbour Master proceeding an board to make a prisouer of and hand-

‘euff bim. From the intoxicated state he was in, he has not been fit to be produced before the
Superintendent's Court till this day.

(Signed) B. FORD,
Superintendent.

The above having been real and explaine I to Robert West, and he called upon tc stato what
he may have to urge in defence for his repea: ed bad conducr, and particularly to the charge now,
against him, he states: * I have nothing to say for myself; I dont know what { have dune it
may be all true ; it must be as you say Sir. I have brcke my word with you. If you will bave

‘merey on me, I will not offend you again. I beg you will lct me off this time.”

(Signed) B. FORD,
Superintendent,

Court.—I cannot yield to the prayer of the defendant, West. His conducb ever since |
he has been on the settlement, has been Lad throughout; and his evil example, wo orse. 1le has »

no less than three times broken the solemn promises he has made me ot amendment, and I can
therefore no longer place any confidence in his protestations of amendment. The violence of
his conduct is such as %o alarm all who come near him. e gets others into tronble, also, and is -

becoming more hardened, insubordinate, and vivlent, causing myself and oilers a grest ceal of
trouble in useless efforts to reclaim him ; but so unworthy an’object 1o lonyer deseives coms

' miseration, being apparcmlv so beyond reclamation. Urnder the above dircumstances of the case,
’ v
and see*ag that he has so viclated the conditions under which His Excel ency the Govervor !

General in Council was pleased to ;_mnt him a licénse to be at large at Port Blair, which license

‘he has thereby rendered *“ noll and void"—

Ir 1s oRDERED, subject to the confiration of the Chief Commissioner of British Bur.

mah. that the said Robert West be again committed to Jail tdl tue expiry of the s nt:uce
]

. awarded agaiust him by the Hizh Court of‘

® Vide copy of Register sttached, Juuicature at Fort Will ain in Bengal.*

(Sigued) B, FORD,
. Superintendent,
(True Copy). .
(Si:ned) DB, FORD,
Superintendent Port Blair,
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Register No. 8, Robert West, Town or

CELL No, 27,

Vil'age of Halifux,
British America,

e L S

Ccunty or Shire of Nova Scotia,
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Hazel.
Dark Brown.
A faint scar on forehead,

| Coler of eves,

| Color of hair.

| ltdelible marks,

| Geveral Appesrance.

| 'rotession,

, as

Previous to receipt

ascertained
Jail

Character and previgus life
1a0il0

' Religious Persuntion,

 *bad.” One of the

self cons
truth,

i kxt-nt of Educaton,

—

Remarks showing the prisoner's con.
duct in Jail, health, term spent,
the mode in which the sentence is
¢.rried out, date of collect on of fine
or iufliction of stripes award.d in
the sentence, also record «f any
punishments with reference to page
In punishment book ; note, also, dale
of relcase, transfer, and generally all
particulars necessary to be recorded
n regard of the prisoner.

(Signed) J.WARBURTON,
Keeper of the European Prisoners.

L | &
~p S —
© .83 ) .

: fi—‘d Vide micconduct Book page 2.—
2t S For using impertinent language|
<z > towards a Warder, counfinement 1o
5 Cell 3 davs on punishment djetee
- 12th October 1863.

Te n &

v )

X9 . . .
§-5 o 30th April lSGL-—Refus-ng to chop|
.:'.'5:".!;‘ | wood when ordered ‘10 (o 80 by
g .= Mr. Hyland throngh Mr., Warder,
22 g Pierce.—Admonished.—West ap-
o ", :" pesrs to have been wore in fault
B 07 L2 . ol .
5 oD .a than Pendergast,—vide misconduct

. >~§1§ £lg| Bouk page 3. '

& b |

=y STl .
2|2 2<% |E&[The prisoner's conduct during the time
RS- s[T| hehasbeenin the Jail, viz, two
g 2 S.c £5[=] years and one hundied and nine
AlE|7 § ”E S| - days, has been indifferent. Ife has
Sl22L2719] been employed in mat makirg prin.
=E £2 2|8l cipally. Hehasenjoyed good Lealth,
g Sl- . : '
;_4 ’g_f} s [ |He bas been in prison altogether four
258 € years and (wo hundred and twenty-
2 é’ﬁ . one days,
- N C - R
5 o-2.8 . Y
2.2 .'E| |Transferred to Port Blair, on a license,
w83 on the 18th July 1861, by order of]
§ ER: the Bengal Government,
ar=
eoay
QO
e
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s
@
>
»:

~ Qotacamunp Jair Orrice,
18¢4 July 1864,

(A true Extract).

.

(True Copy;}.

(Signed) M, MORRIS,
Session Judge, in charge of
European Prisonera.

(Signed) B. FORD, Msjor,
Superintendent Fort Blair,

(True Copy).
. (Signed) A.P.HOWELL,
Under Secy. to the Gost. of India.
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; 03 dings-of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, 5
‘0zee
.: T ) 28th August 1865.
i -
| Xo. ‘ t 1865, No. 11890.
l N O, 4 OnDpER THEREON, 28th Augus , ‘
e . pg Inspector General of Jails, and also to Mr. Rohde,
o

1 Actl

' Communicated to the A ,

!' 110 will submit such explanation as he may ha.,ve to offer,
Tiooren the Government of India.

(True Extract).

with reference to the

discrepancy noticed by

Chief Secretary.

To the Tnspector Gieneral of Jails.
To J. Rohde, Esq.

; £xd.J. K, Burve.

-
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