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" No. 169. - Read the following letter from J. L MINCHIN, Esq., President,
‘ " Municipal Commission, Kurnool, to the Honorable A.J, ARBUTHINOT,

. Chicf Secerctary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Kurnool, 10th

- July 1865, No. 28.

- The introduction of Act XXVI of 1830 having been sanctioncd by the
. Governor . in Council, for the Town of Kurnool, and DMunicipal Commissioners
' -appointed, it would have been their duty ere this' to apply for sanction to such
" Rules'and Byec-laws as are necessary for duly carrying out the purposes of the Act,

¢ if a Bill, ‘éntitlcd‘ the Towns Improvement Act, 1865, had not at this time been
 under the consideration of the Madras Legislative Council. B ‘

~e

y .Iffl?‘ppearod advisable to the Commissioners to awziit the passing of the
" Towns’ Improvement Act, to give them the neccessary ‘authori’by for carrying out

""" the objects for which they were appointed ; but as some timo may yct elapse before

¢his Act becomes law, and the distribution”of water supplied by the Irrigation
C “qu‘npany t6 the main streets of Kurnool has commenced, the Commissioners are
. compelléd to apply to the Governor in Council to give them power, under Scc-

‘ tion VII, Clduse 2, Act XXVI of 1850, to levy the water rate necessary to cnable

e b
M
. Te

., them to meet tho demands of the Irrigation Comnany, and for the construction of

. channels of distributiou,

8. 'The Municipal Commissioners, after. full consideration, have determined
- on the following arrangement for the levy of the water rate, for which the sanction
- . of Government is -requested. - H
| 4, The water rate is to be lovicd on the occupants of houscs according to the
. ”folrlowi(ng classification :— - ‘ o 7
Lt Class.—Iouses where water is supplicd by a private channel into a cistern
" on the premises, the occupants of which will pay from Rupee. 1 to Rupees 5
monthly. | L o
" 2nd Class.—Houscs situated in streets along which a public channel runs, or in
off strects within 75 yards of a public cistern, the occupants of which will pay
from Annas 4 to Rupee 1 monthly. ’ S -
" 8rd Class.—ouses situated in any quarter of the town for which a distribus
tion channcl is constructed, not falling under Class II, the occupants of which will
" pay fr‘o‘m‘Annas' 4 to Rupee 1 yearly. o “‘
. 5. The amount of rate to be levied on any of the above classes to be fixed
by the Commissioners, on consideration of the circumstances and position‘in life
Cof th? occupant, and exemptions, or reductions, to be graptod in special cases, on
" the ground of poverty. .
6. ‘Although the Commissioners are hereafter to purchase the water by
volumo from the Irrigation Company, no mcans can be devised for its measure-
‘ment on distribution, while the system above proposed makes the charge in some
mcasm’e'commcns“mte to the benefit rcecived, and the variable nature of the
charge in the soveral classifications, according to the mecans of the tax paycrs, is not
unfair, and is consonant to native feeling and practice.
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7. Asthe Governmcnt may. wish for mmrnmtxon as to the: mods of dlbtl‘lbui
“tion, I beg to state that the water is carmed in covered masonry channdb, with,
opon cisterns at convenient mtervalq* one being situated at the corner of every,
bye-street.  The cisterns are so con«tructcd that the*water in {kem always stands!,
at one level, as long as the channel is supphcd They are not accessible for hathcrs,‘l
and cannot, thcrcfore be polluted “while it is in contcmplatmn heroaftcr to pro- |
vide suitable bathing r*hatb for that l)urpose. l o

8. 'The construction of solid masonry channels of thls dcccnp’uon is of ¢ courqo
expensive, and was estimated by Major Fliut to cost Rupees 4000 a mile. - About .
‘two miles have Jeen completcd at this mto, by contract, under Major Flint’s super-
vision ; but the w ork is, 1n phces where cutting is rcqmrcd so difficult, that it is
fearcd ﬂ at it will bo necessary to raise the rates.. 1tis 1)robahlo that thorou whly
to complete the works, a further outhy of Rupees 40,000 may be required. o

9.. At prescnt thn funds of the \Iumupahty arc almost cxhausted, Whllo the
‘advisability of completmw at Teast tho main channcls, in oulu' 0 extcnd {lie bene-
fits of the water supply, without delay, i is obvious. |
-~ 10, The Commissioners, - therefore, request the sanction of tlic Governor in
Couneil to raise a loan, on dcbe.ltmc for the construction of thls permanent work,
upon the sceurity of the water rate. It i is believed that money could be rawcd
frecly for this pm‘pose, at an interest of 9 per cent. The Commissioners request:
saactwn}fm‘ sising a sum not execeding Rupees 20,000, at a rate’ of infcrest not '
| excoeding 10 per cent. per annum, wnhm the ensuing 12 months. The money -
-would be raised in conv cnicnt sums, as required, and tenders invited for furm&lung
the same ; the offer at the lowest rrzte of interest hcm" accoptcd if not in cxeess of
the rate for which sanction is I’Lunthd ‘ ‘ o
11. In addition to theinterest on the Iosm, the Connmsqxoncrs propose to lay
aside a sum of not less than 10 per cent. on the amount of the mortgarro, to forma-
Sinking Fund for its redemption. - It will be the duty of the Commissioners so to
1c~rulafo the incidence of the water rate, as to make it cover those liabilities, and |
‘at the same time to provent its collectwns bccommrr needlcssl; larwo and burden-~
some to the people. e '-,
12. During the last six months, cvery propamtmn Las boen mado for the
introduction of a fairly assessed water rate. The houses in all the strects have been
numbered, and valucd, and a Sub- Lomnuttcc of the Commissioners is now engaged -
“in {ixing the amount of water rate to “lnch the occupfmts of each house will be
liable.: | ‘ 5 - o
13. It will be necessary to rairc 2 sum <')f at Icast Rupees 6000 yearly, o .
cover all the liabilities of the Municipality in payments to the Irrigation Compmy, ‘A’
interest on Debenture loan, and Sinking Fund for its reduction. The general rates
for the different classes of house owners have been fixed on a consldcmtlon of the
town statistics, so as probably to realize about that amount.

"14.  As the water was let into the main channel of tho Fort and Town on the

1st July, when the necessary authonty is received from Government, the collection

of water rate will commence from that date for the uartcrs of tho town as yet
benefited, and will be cxtendcd to. the other quqrtcrs on the completmn of the
channels.. . ;
iy
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~Proceedzn as of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, . i SN
o ‘ 23rd August 186d. SV

‘No. 170.

N

ORDER THEREON, ~23rd August 1865, No. 1164. R

The Government are unable to accede to the request of the Commissioners to L
be allowed to raiscaloan on Debentures, until such time as the Towns’ Improvement ‘ R
Act shall become law and be applied to Kurnool.

2. The Government will be prepared to sanction rules for the levy of water : o
rate, if they be submitted separately- by the Commissioners under Act XXVI of 17
1850, and the levy will then become legal. The rules may refer to this subject only, .
and any regulations which may be necessary on other subjects may be afterwards )
dealt with on the Towns’ Improvement Act coming into force.

(True Extract). N .‘

- Chigf Secretary. 1

To the President, Municipal Commission, Kurnool. 1 ) \
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