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Proceedings of the Madras Government, J udicial Department, -
-~ oth August 1865. -

No. 78, ~ Read the following letter from W. ROBiNSON , Esq., Inspector Geﬁeo.‘
ral of Police, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to

Government, Fort Saint George ; aaﬁed Kotzigherry, 22nd July 1865,

No. 1455.. , ‘ _ ‘
With reference to recent discussion on the subject of the powers of Sub-Magis-

trates, I have the honor to request the ihstruction of Government as to the  precise.

position of S/wrz'gtaddrs who have i)owers of Sub-Magistrates. { : :
2. Instances occur in which these hold investigations, and even dispose_of
cases under Penagl Lavs ; the real Taluq Magistrate taking little part in the matter.

The intention of Government in conferring certain ‘powers of a provisional charac- -

ter on theso subordinate Ministerial Officers, was to avoid delays in obtaining pro-
cessos, and to enable the Police to fulfil the law by placing persons arrested without
Warrant before a Magistrate within 24 hours, in the absence on circuit of the pro-
perly constituted Sub-Magistrate of the Taluq. - But in many instances, -the Taluq
Sub-Magistrates when they are present at the station delegate to such subordinates
tho inquiry into cases which they should themselves dispose of, and even let them
.dispose of them ; and tho Police are obliged to prosecute before these officials, who,
03 the Government are aware, have generally not the same intelligence or acquaint-

ance with the law that is possessed by the class bf Tahsildars.

3. Tahsildars are too inclined to seck to relieve themsclves of their Magisterial -

duties, and to relapse into the old system of ‘referring all to a sort of ¢ Sub-officer

of Police” as under the old }aw; It seems doubtful whether this is in consonance -
with cither the letter or spirit of the law as it now is, and the matter seems to me to .
require some authoritative decision, I have received several refexjenbes from the

,Policonﬁcersonthepoinfg. E S T

P

No.70. . -  Onom TmEmpoy, Oth August 1865, No. 1111,
The Inspector General of Police has, it is gbserved, been furnished with 2

copy. of the Procecdings of ‘Government in the Revenue. Department, dated 16th .
Qctober 1860, No. 1886, He will now, with reference to his letter recorded

’ -, above, be furnished with copies of the.
Proceedings in this Department noted in

No. 316, dated 25th February 1862. *
., 456 ,, 18th March . -
1645 ,,  14th October 1863, .

- the margin. - .-~ =~

2, ' Magistrates of Districts will be careful, in appointing persons to the Office
of Taluq Sheristadar, to make the application to the Government, which they are
required to submit by paragraph 1 of the Order. of the 12th ultimo, No. 970, in
respect of officers who have to exercise. Magisterial authority. ..~ - s

3. Referring to paragraph 3 of Mr. B‘Qb(i,n(s,on’s letter, the Governor in Council

- desires that the District Magistrates shosald: ascertain from time to time that the

Taluq Magistrates do not impose upon their Taluq Sheristadars, without sufficient
reason, an undue share of such Magisterial work as would be better performed by
pn officer of the higher grade. R : -

, : (True Extract). S o o
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SRR _— © . Chief Secretary. .
To the Inspector General of Police, with Proccedings, Nos. 316, 456, and 1645,

, Magistrato of : I
Exd. J. H. Bures,
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