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No.201.  Read the following letter from H. E. SULLIVAN, {Esq., Acting Civil
Judge of Salem, to the Honorable A.“ J. ARBUTHON OT, Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort Saint Georgo; dated Salem, 10th July 1865, No. 7.
Adverting to the Proceedings of Government under date the 23th ultimo, the
Order theroon, No. 914, and the Notification which appeared in the Forf Saint Guorge
Gazetts of tho 4th instant, I have the honor to point out that since the 1st March
1864 the Principal Sudder Ameen has not exercised any e‘.:c?:lusica special jurisdic-
tion in his éapacity of Judge of a Court of Small Causes. He has merely special -
jurisdiction in cases where the value of the property in litigation is between Rupees
50 and Rupees 500. The Notification, thercfore, leaves him cxactly where he was -
with reference to the rest of tho District, and is open to the construction that he is
Lenceforward to excise ezclusive special powers in the townand Talug of Salem.
If it is the intention of Government that he should in futuroe exercise in tho town
end Taluq of Salem only the same powers which, since the 1st March 1864, he has
exercised throughout the District, the word ezclusive must be omitted. o
2. Thiswould have the effoct of removing the whole District, with the excep-
tion of the Cusbah town and Taluq, from the operation of Act XI of 1865, amd the
inhabitants of the Talugs in the neighbourhood of the Zillah station, or within sdsy
distance of it by rail, will be excluded from the benefits of an expeditions and inex-
pensive mode of procedure, simply on the representation of a minority of the popu-
i lation residing in @ remote corner of tho District, without their wishes on the
f matter being in any way consulted. I have not seen the petition from the inhabi-
' tants of Ossoor which has led to the rccent order of Government; but it would ap.
pear from paragraph 2 of Mr. Hutchins' letter to your address, dated Tth April 1865,
No. 34, that a ¢ greater part of the Memorial ig devoted to showing that the sum-
': “ mary procecdings of the Principal Sudder Ameens are hardly more expeditious,
, ¢ and involve for more expense and inconvenience to suitors, than regular suits be-
: ¢ fore the Moonsifis.” With regard to ‘tho comparative time occupied in the dis-
, posal of suits under the regular system and the Small Cause Act, tho best refutation
: to this assertion of the Memorialists will be found at paragraph 20 of the Adminis-
e tration Report of the High Court, published in the Procecdings of Government, dated
' 16th June 1865, whero it appears that the average duration of ordinary suits before
the District Moonsiffs is cight months and nine days, and of Small Cause suits before
" , SRR ' the Principal Sudder Ameensis 23* days.
) - ® Nora—Essctly m?ﬁ?ﬁ&ﬁmﬂgﬁdm‘gﬁ: If a suit which extends over a period of

Judgee. Befors the Moonsi e the durstlon o
Balts amounts to two months aad aght dass. upwards of eight months, and is after-
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_ wards appealable, i8lcss expensive and more convenient to suitors as a general rule
. } i than one which is disposed of in one-tenth of the time, the Memorialists should, I
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respectfully submit, be called on to prove their asscrtion, before the final adop-
tion of a measure affecting the interests of a large majority of the inhu.bitam.q of tho
District, who have not had an opportunity of expresssing their views on the matter.
f 3. Under theso circumstances, I ventare to suggest, for the consideration of
fiol Government, whether it would not bo advisable either to remove Ossoor Taluq.
ouly from the Special Small Cause Jurisdiction of the Principal Sudder Amecen,
or, as proposcd by Mr. Cherry, that, with a view to the convenience of the
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inhabitants of that Talug, he ghould hold accasionally sittings at Kistnagherry, This
proposition was, however, objected to by the High Court at the time, on the ground
that it would be inexpedient to keep on the move an officer with so much Work.on
Lis file. This objection would have additional weight now, owing to the work having
increased to a considerable cxtent, as will be scen below.

During 12 months in 1863, the work on the file of tho Principal Sudder Amecen,
inclusive of criminal cascs, but exclusive of misccllancous petitions, amounted to 336
suits and cases; for the same period in 1804, to 834 suits and cases; for the past six
‘months in 1865 (during two months of which the Court was adjourncd), to 591 suits

and cascs, so that probably by the end of the year the file will exhibit a total ex-
ceeding 1000,

Under these circumstances, it would perhaps be inexpedient that the Court of
the Principal Sudder Amecn should be otherwiso than stationary, and if tho inhabit-
ants of Oossoor do not appreciato theo advantages of the Small Cause system of pro-
cedure, the Taluq might be exempted from the operation of tho Act. As stuted
ubove, I have not scen the Memorial, Lut I supposo steps were taken to ascertain
that jt really represented the views of the peoplo.  If this precaution was omitted,
thg chances are that it originated with the Vakeels and Goomastahs of the Oossoor
Moonsiff’s Court, where the number of regular suits filed has Leen steadily decreasing
of late, and who possibly thought that their Court might share the fate of thoso
frcbontly nbolis'hod in the District, ' , . . .

4. In his letter to Government, dated 20th January 1864, my predecessor,
Mr. Cherry, cntered so fully into the subject, and in the concluding puragraphs so
«clearly demonstrated by figures that the small causo system of procedure was pecu-

Jiarly suited to this Zillub, that I will hero coﬁﬁnq myself to tho expression of my
‘entire concurrence in his opinion, and I would, therefore, solicit the Government to
re-consider their recent order limiting the epecial Jurisdiction of the Principal Sudder

<Amecn in his capacity of Small Cause Court J udge to the town and Taluq of Salem.

The expense of litigation throughout the rest of 1]
hanced, and the appeal filc of this Court proporti
adopted. ' - = o

B =4

5. Ifa regular Small Cause Court is establiched here, and the jurisdiction
extended to Rupees 1000, the asssisiance of a Principal Sudder Ameen would not, I
think, be necessary, especially if, as in Chittoor and Tanjorc, tho Judge was em-
Powered to dispose of appeals transferred to hin from the file of the Civil Court.
Xo'rr.—vTLo mwonthly average number of Sl;nﬂ Cause muils T!le nature Ofthc.) suits Bled in this Dis-
E'Z‘,“L“;i".:-.'i ?Bsxh_e‘:::.:'rz:l?;;c;mr::g‘p;lsu. trict, a3 shown in 3y, Cherry’s lctter
referred to above, would acem to warrant

the estublishment of such a tribunal. The Court wight Lold sittings ut Kistnagherry
and any other locality that might be fixed on, to mect the convenicnce of the inhabit-
ants of this somewhat straggling Zillah. Provision would then have to bo made for
the eriminal work devoling at present on the Principal Sudder Ameen ; and it i3 this
kind of work which renders it inexpedient for his Court to move about the District.

6. Should tho Government dctermine on restricting the operation of the
Small Cause Act to the town and Taluq of Salem, I request that the Notification

10 Zillah will Le considerably cn-
onately increased, if this coursc is

PR A PV

<

Cel L R SR

. DT . - e
N - e e . -t . . *

I A Ch'd:S’ecrez’ary.
b ; . T ‘ﬂ“."- . 1’ - ’ i
b - SRR FNINEIOE »
. S et x
- i 1 To the Acting Civil Judge of Salem. ™.~ . R
L \* » .~ Honorable the Judges pf_the_VHighC‘o“t_i;t‘.j‘f R
- RS - r:" "";'» ({. _(»‘:,‘ '.'-.‘ ‘»74"_. '_‘;1:.,." Lol

T e
A ' - 3
S
e
t

"

Proceedings of the Madras Government, J udicial D

epartment,
" 26th July 1865.

' in the Gazette may be amended. As it reads at present, the Principal Sudder Ameen

has still the special® jurisdiction through-

Abors Rupees 50 and withia Rapecs 500, out the Zillah with which he was invest-

+ Witia Ropca 0. sivet special jurisdiction in Salem and g
neighbourhood1 i

No.20%. . Omom mmmasos, 26th July 1863, No. 1048, | f'
.The insertion of the word “ exclusive” in

.»the last paragraph of the Proceedmgs

v Gazetle. . . - . S f
T 2. The Governor in'Coﬁn‘cﬂ,is‘not 'p'x‘epared to entertain the proposals made -
by the Acting Civil Judge, either for empowering the Principal Sudder Ameen to
- hold sittings at Kistnagherry, or for the establishment of g Coqrt of Small Causes at
. Salem, under Act XI of 1865, . e .’
<o T oi 0l (True Extract), .
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