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Procecdings of the Madras Gorvernment, Judicial Depa: tment
a o v 26¢h Jul_] 1865

—

No. 193 "~ Read the followmcr let’cer ﬁ'om C. W. RLADE E>q, Magistrate of

" South Arcot, to the Honorable ‘A.J. ARBUTIINOT, Chief Sccretary to
- Government, Fort Suint George; dated Cuddalore, 13th July 1865, No, 35,

Tt becomes my duty to lay before Government the necés:ify there exists for

gome immediate provision being made for the dleOSﬂl of the, Magisterial work of this -

District. The rapidity with which crime has increased, and proportionatcly tho
. labors of the Magistracy under the opemtlon of our new Penal Laws, has exceceded
'my gravest apprehensions, and a recent ruling of the Iligh Court relieving the

Subordinato Mﬁg'lstmcy from holding prehmmory inquirics in cases beyond their

OWIL POWCTS, and the cxamination of which cases is thus primarily thrown on tho
Superior Magistracy, has increased the difliculty, and the resultis that the present
Magisterial agency for this District 1s utter]y insufficient to keep paco mth the
labors dcvolvmg on it. ‘

“Ina letter, dated the 15th Jul) 1863 No. 33, I roported to Govcmment on

the extent of the Crimiral Work performed Ly the late Principal Sudder Ameen. At -

that time there were three Talugs in the District, from which eases.adjudicable by
" the Magistracy above tho n-radc of a 2nd Class Subordinate Magxstrate were com-
mitted to tho Cowrt of the Prmmpal SuddcrAmeon and if Governmcnt will yefer to
my letter, pavagraph 2, it will be seen that the cases for ncarly an entire” half year,
“or from 1st January to tho 15th June, numbered only forty-five, comprising reventy
. pnsoners und one huncL ed and s&:cnty nmo witneszes, fromthe three Tealugs namcd in

4 Cnddﬂlan, Tellavanasur, Ku]lmfchy

+ Cudi:lore. T
ICongbng af_upwud.l oHGQ persons. j

. period of the current year, ending on the
~ . 30th Juno hst the,renore in onet Taluq
7, alono ninety-nine cases}, the disposal of

Taluq i3, I conceive, almost suficicnt for any  single officer, Lut when to it i3 added
the many and varied other duties requu*od of a Revenue official, it will at once le
scen how impossible it is that some portion of his multifurious labors can be other-

" ywise than non'lected or very partially performed
3. Tho increase in tho Maglstenal work in tlus Ta.qu alone may Lo judged

) Whuh foll on tho Turopczm x.Iaglstracv. This amount of work ceming frem ore ¢

of by what T havo just stated, and tho increase in ccrtain othor ports of the District

may be sald to havo mcreuscd in proportion ; 8o that now-a-da) s the time of a
I‘cvenuo Oficer is mainly occupicd with Magistorial trials, and he can Lave but Lttle

"l\‘the case, he attends to half a dozen matters at tho same time.

4. Tho Government will observe that, in my lettor above quoted, T expressed
“the opnuon that the Magistracy could riot undertako tho work theretofore per-

.- formed by tho Principal Sudder Amecn’s Court without some additional and special .
. ‘mswtanco but I did not then press for thm, because I imagined it wes in contem-

" platlou to confer on the Judgo of the Small Cause Court tho same Criminal powcrs

"~ that had been exercised by tho Principal Sudder Ameen, and this arrangement rcnd

,' ~ered the conmderatlon of any other unnecessarv, as I then remarked.

| ‘real leisure in ordinary office hours to attend to any thing clse, unless, as is oftcn .
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ﬁfﬁcecdings of the Madras Gorernment, Judicial Department,
20¢h July 1865. '

5. Since that time the Magisterial work throughout the District has gradually
~ : been increasing, and this increaso has
- boen specially observalle in the Cusbah
| station® of the District, which compriscs
two large towns, scparated by a river, and threo miles apart, together with their
respective and extensive outlying hamlets. The difficulty lLas Litherto been in a
measure met by my requiring the presence of one of my Europcan Subordinates
: with full powcrs to reside at Cuddaloere,
" and the officers named in the margint
. “have wusually tuken it by turns ; but the
arrangement has necessitated their absence for consceutive months from their own .

Divisions, which proportionately sufler by being at long intervals witlout o resident
ITead ; and their inability, thus occasioned, to givo attention to Revenue and otlier
matters of importance within their own Ranges, has been a necessary  consequence.

" 6. Torcmedy the existing and increasing pressure of Magisterial work, I know
‘of no other means than to invest tho Judge of tho Small Cause Court with Criminul
powers, but there may be a difficulty in doing this, as by Section 51 of Act XI of -
1865, I find that'it.is ratherleft to thio Judso than to the Government to say
‘whether the Court is'able to give up any of its timoe to other than purcly Civil Lu-
sincss, and it is very probablethat the presiding ofticer of any Court would Do
prepared to contend that the stato of Lusiness did not admit of Criminal powers
being thrown on lim, in which cvent I presume that the arrangcment could not bo
authorized. - ‘ S .

7. Thereis only ono other mode of meeting the cvil that suzgests itself to me,
and that i3 by appointing a special Assistant with full powers as Resident Magis-
trato of Cuddalore, and for such other miscellancous work as may arise.  Such an
officer is really much required here ; and tho miscellancous dutics, such as Emigra-
tion, &c., added to his Magisterial, would give him ample oceupation cach day. ~

8. Government havo forbidden me to uso the services of the Salt Deputy Col-
lector asa Magistrate, und it is scldom the Treasury Deputy Collector has the leir
sure to attend to any but his own immediate avocations, and a3 for mysclf I havo
moro than I am ublo to get through, with the work of correspondence, supervis
sion, and the infinito varicty of mattors daily claiming my attention, Lesides my
being constantly on the move, so that tho assistanco I ask for is really a matter of
necessity. ' ) : :

- 9. At present tho Deputy Collector, Mr. Wright, isabsent on leave, and liscn-
tire work i3 thrown on my hands, and the Sub-Collector, who isnow at Cuddalore,
will havo the greater part of tho Magisterial work of this Tuluq during hLis stay,
though I may occasionally assist.

10. After Thad commenced my present letter, Ireccived the original of tho <
enclosed demi-official from Mr, Whiteside, in which Le scts forth the difficulties Loth™ - ..
present and  prospectivo as regards the disposal of Magisterial work, and Ican -
safily say that he has not over-stated these difficulties ; and unless Government arc’
prepared to adapt one of tho two courses 1 have ventured to point out, namely, cither:
that tho Small Cause Court Judge be invested with Criminal powers, or-thata:
gpecial Assistant bo nominated, I see not Low the criminal work of the District is to

# Cuddulore.

Mr. Whitesds, Joins Magistrate.
,» Grose, Head Awssistant Magistrate,
» Wright, Uepoty Magistrute,
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.. faking up the cases, and the worst is that so much Magisterial work unavoidably entails neglect
- 'of my Revenue business. : ,

PR

Proceedings of theiMadrra‘: Government, Judicial Department,
. T 7 28th July 1865. |

_be got through with, and I fear the result will be that the Taluq Cutcherry and the
Station-houso here will be over<rowded with remand prisoners under trial, for
weeks and weeks before they are disposed of, or their cases are ehtereud'upon.

11. - Government will be 'sensible that at this season of the year, however
~ anxious an officer may be to do his duty, it is utterly and physically impossible for
any man to devote more than from 7 to 8 hours a day in a heated and crowded:

. office ‘carryingon-‘Criminal trials, " yet much more ' than this is ﬁequentl}’"'-‘ ‘V

" required, and would not suffice to get through what there is to do ; and thus I sab-
" init that the time has comoe when I may reasonably claim to be relieved of a pres-
. gure of work and anxiety, which I have endeavoured hitherto to meet as well as- I
- could with the agency at my disposal. But further executive aid is not only impere-
" tively called for, as a relief to the officers of the District, but I think it is required in

- T must prepare them for other and greater evils which will inevitably follow—the long

~ dctention of 'prisqnefs,‘ the prolonged delay in the disposal of cases, and the inability
, " after a while of providing accommodation for prisoners in the several buildings at

- present available, and which are even now at times filled to over-crowding. _
* 7 .19, I am awarc that Ihave written strongly, but not, I think, more so
" the urgency of the matter really demands at my hands, and my only desire is tothmdo

" * my part towards securing elfective’ and speody administration of our Penal Laws,

ander which crime has become moro than multiplied, for already there is much

. complaint on the part of the people of delays and inconveniences,‘ but which are the

result, solely, of numerically'linsuﬂicien_t _exe(:utive.; B_.I.ld Ido earnesﬂy hope that

Government will bo pleased to take my represcntation into their serious considera-

tion, and grant me tho executive assistance o urgently called for, in any manner

they may think proper. i ‘ mnann

| ST (COPY.)

My Dese Respx, - -

Vhat is to be done about the Magisterial work of this Talug? '

"9, 1t is gotting worse and worse. Last year I found it heavy enough, but now it seems to
be gotting beyond all bounds. I see that Wright tried 99 casesout of this Taluq alone during the
last six montha; and during the two days that I have had charge of it now, I have had nine cases
committed to me for trial. I have now 16 cases in arrears (comprising 35 prisoners and 109 wit-
nosses for prosceution and defence) awaiting trial, and I know of three more that are to come to

" me to-morrow, Now this is quite beyond me. I do all I can, and never shirk a stroke of work
that I ought to attempt. Last year my own filo of cases from the Sub-Division was 227 cases; I

" thought then that I had done rather well trying them ell, but I confeas my inability to add to
those that are daily coming in from my own Taluqs the enormous amount of work produced by

" the Cuddalore Talug. Tbe more Itry to do, the heavier the ‘work seems to Lecome; and I am

 6bliged to say that I do not ses my way through all this, that is withont very great delay in

+ 3, Isbould explain that thre‘cn.ses I have alloded to juit now are quite distinct from many-.
other coﬁ:p]aints, which, under the recent bighly disagreeable order of the High Court, havebeen .
4ddressed to me, and in which on some day, very far distaat in the futare I suppose, I shall issue

jummonses and commence inquiries. .

- .. justice to the people, and in order to facilitato the"administration of Justics under
< our present Criminal Law; but should Government still refuse the assistance I seek
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