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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
291k June 1864,

\ L
No. 277. Read the following letter from C. COLLETT, Esg., Civil Judge, Vi%hgapatam;
to the Honorable A, J. ARBUTIINOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint

Gecrge, dated Vizagapatam, 8th April 1861, No. 148, - ’

; . With reference to the Order of Government, No. 593, dated 18th ultimo, I have The hounor to
state that from an estimate I have had prepared I find that it will cost about Rupees 820 to
render the Court House here properly secure. The Inspector General of Palice expresses sur-
prise that the Court House at Kurnool should not have been protected by meaus of the Court’s
establishment ; but [ think that the remark must have been a hasty one, for when on Mr. Pelly’s '
revision the number of peuns was reduced to six, there was a standing Po'ize guard at every
Court House and the reduction was made accordingly ; it seems to me somewhab unreasonablo
to suppose that six peons ean now be sufficient. '

=2, I have no hesitation in submitting my opinion that the number of attendants allowed to
a Civil Court has now been reduced below what is re('luisite for bare efficiency. Wheu ut Chit-
toor I was obliged to obtain the sanction of Government for two more peons, and that was before
the Police guard was remeved. I consider that, at least, four more peons should be wdded to the
establishwent ; and ‘where the Court House is at some distance from the town or Police station,
six would probably be required. I think that this increase is indispensable as well on account
of the increased responsibility now thrown on the Court establishinent, as also becavse I am
satisfied that business cannot be carried on in the orderly and becoming mazner it ought to be,
with the present limited number of attendants, Here, where the Court House is in the midst of
the town, I have yet had cause to belizve that the Police discharge the duty of gnarding the
Court House at night in a lax and inefficient maun. 1.

3. I would beg to take this opportunity of attracting the attention of Government to the
Lhects in the fitting up of the Court Houses. The buildings, ts0 often very inéonvenient ones,
are almost always shabby; and the furniture is both scanty and coarse. I think the Govern-
ment will agree that it is desirable that matters shou'd Le so arranged that the public adininistra-
tion of justice should, in Courts with so large a jurisdiction as the Civil and Session Courts, be

attended with these outward signs of decent dignity which are thought to be politic and proper;
in most other countries. '.

PPN ~

No. 278. ORDER THEREON, 29th June 1864, No. 956.

) Before sanctioning the charges proposed in the foregoing letter for rendering the Court
House at Vizagapatam sccure, the Governor in Council requests that the Civil and Session Judge
will submit a rough plan of the Court House, accompanied by such detailed explanation as may

be necessary to enable the Government to judge as to the necessity of providing 20 battened
doors for the building.

- (True Extract.)

+

Chief Secretary.

To the Civil and Séssion Judge at Vizagapatam, 6’ W ! b SO A

| b¢
Ezd. J, Talloghe _ 4




JupICIAL DEPARTMENT,
No. 957, ’
To
Tue HoNoraste Sir C. H. SCOTLAND, K~igur,
Chief Justicc of the High Court of Judicalure at Madras,
HoNoRABLE SIr,

I am directed to request that His Excellency the Governor in Council may be favored with
the opinion of the Honorable the Judges of the High Court on the suggestions made in the 2ad
and 3rd paragraphs of the enclosed letter from the Civil and Session Judge of Vizagapatam,
with reference to increasing thc number of Court peons and improving the fitting up of the Court
House. If the Honorable the Judges concur in the opinion of Mr. Collett on either or both of
these points, the Governor in Council would wish to be furaished with a Statement showing the
number of additional peons, and the additional articles of furniture they would recommend for
exch of the Civil and Session Courts in the Provinces.

I have the honor to be
» Honorable Sir,
Fort SAINT GEORGE, Your most obedient Servant,
29th June 1864

Chief Secretary.

From C. COLLETT, Esq., Civil Judge, Vizagapatam ; to the Honorable A.J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Vizagapatam, 8th April
1864, No. 148. '

With reference to the Order of Government, No, 393, dated 18th ultimo, I have the lionor to
state that from an estimate I have had prepared T find that it will cost about Rupees 820 to
render the Court House here properly secure. The Inspector General of Police expresses sur-
prise that the Court House at Kurnool should not have been protected by meauns of the Court’s
establishment ; but I think that the remark must have been a hasty one, for when on Mr. Pelly’s
revision the number of peuns was reduced to six, there was a standing Polize guard at every
Court House and the reduction was made accordingly; it seems to me somewhat unreasonable
to suppose that six peons can now be sufficient.

2. 1 have no hesitation in submitting my opinion that the number of attendants allowed to
a Civil Court has now been reduced below what is requisite for bare efficiency. When at Chit-
toor I was obliged to obtain the sanction of Government for two more peons, and that was before
the Police guard was removed. I consider that, at least, four more peons should be added to the
establishment ; and where the Court Housc is at some distance from the town or Police station,
six would probably be required. I think that this increase is indispensable as well on account
of the increased responsibility now thrown on the Court establishment, as also because I am
satisfied that business cannot be carried on in the orderly and becoming mauner it ought to be,
with the present limited number of attendants, Here, where the Court House is in the midst of
the town, I have yet had cause to believe that the Police discharge the duty of guarding the
Court House at night in a lax and ineficient manner.

3. 1 would beg to take this opportunity of attracting the attention of Governmont to the
defects in the fitting up of the Court Houses. The buildings, too often very inconvenient ones,
are almost always shabby ; and the furniture is both scanty and coarse. I think the Govern-
ment will agree that it is desirable that matters should te so arranged that the public administra-
tion of justice should, in Courts with so large a jurisdiction as the Civil and Session Courts, be
attended with those outward signs of decent dignity which are thought to be politic and proper
in most other countries,

Exd, J, Tulloch,
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