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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
28th June 1861,

ARAmAAR o~ — ~ - —

No.257.  Read the following letter from J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector General of Jails; to
A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Governme-ut, Fort S:int Gienrge, daterl
Ootacamund, 28th May 1864, No. 756.

The present constitution of the Ootacamund Zillah requires that there should be a proper
Zil'ah Jai} for dcebtors, &c. It is desirable that accommodation should be provided for Euro-
peans as well as Natives, The present building used lor a prison answered 1ts purpose very well
when short sentenced prisoners trausferred from the plains, and others to whose confinement in
an insccure building there was no great vbjection, were kept init. When the Central Prison at
Coimbatore is completed, it will still do for a ganyg of short term men who only will be kept here,
but under any circumstances a suitable Civil Prison (Juil) is needed. My own impression is that
such buildings should be detached from convict prisons, or at least so distinct that there can be
no inter-communication, I have therefore the honor to request that His Excellency the Governor
in Council will state whether I am authorized in anticipating sanction fora smudl Jailat a cost
of say 10,000 Rupees, in which case I will prepare the necessary plan and specification.

2. Mr.Innes’ lctter on the subject now enclosed shows the necessity for the measure and
the classes for which accommodation is made, )

From L. C. INNES, Esq., Session Judge of Ootacamund; to J. ROHDE, Esq., Iuspector Ge-
peral of Jails, Ootacamund, dated 27th April 1864, No. 96.

I have tle honor to bring to your notice that there is no Civil debtors’ Jail at this station.

2. The practice at most stafions is to appropriate a portion of the Criminal Jail as a
Debtors’ Jail, but there is no portion of either of the Juils here properly available for this
purpose.

3. A muost objectionable practice prevails of keeping Native Civil debtors in the Police
guard-room of the Native Jail where alone there is any spare accommodation.

4. Itis obvious that in the case of Native female debtors the Police guard would be a most
improper place to keep them in, and to hold them in custody in the fema'e criminal ward is an
uujustifiable course.

5. The ouly portion of the Native Jail in which European or East Indian Civil debtors
could be conveniently held in custody is the room now occupied as the cffice room of the Jail, and
if the books are to be kept in proper order and the internal economy of the Jzil is to be properly
attended to, this office cannot be spared. It is besides unsuitable for European or East Indian
females,

6. The European prison having been_built especially as a place of Penal Servitude, and hay-
ing seldom any spare accommodation would be generally unavailable for the custody of Civil
debtors.

7. Itis not merely for Civil debtors that a Civil debtors’ prison is required ; under Sections
162, 192 and 3065 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, as well as under certain Sections of the
Code of Civil Procedure (among which Section 93 may be instanced), the Courts are empowered
to commit offenders to custody for contempts of Court; in some of these Sections the custody
contemplated is clearly expressed to be the Civil debtors’ Jail; in others it is apparently implied;
and in Regulation 1T of 1820 the Magistrate in default of payment of fine by a Europ=an British
subject convicted of assault is authorized to commit him ‘ to some place of confinement within
 the said Zillah or District which, in the judgment of such Magistrate, shall be fit for receiving

% such offender;” leaving it with the Magistrate to determine whether the Criminal Jail is or

not a suitable place of confinement.

8. It is most desirable therefore that there should be some place or places, apart from the
Criminal Jail, especially appropriated for the reception of Civil debtors and other persons whom
the law authorizes Judicial Officers to commit to some custody other than that of the Criminal
Jail
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No. ... ORDER Ty June 18, ... ..
Before passi: - ‘he f'oregoing letter, the Gove:
would wish 1o |, ,- NN Geaeral of Jails, whethe,
oo Jails for .. -~--uement of Civi] {." - ner persons whom
. Yo commit to gome custody other than they of t o woid
the nece:. “~'nting a separate keepe. Civil Jail,
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To the Inspector General of Jajrs.

Exd. J, Tulloch,




Exd. J, Tullock,
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