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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
99nd January 1864. '

e

M

No. 143. Read the following letter from j. ROADE, Esq., Inspector Geuneral of Prisons;
[ i o A.J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq. Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
| i ' dated Madura, 27th PDecember 1863.
B ‘ With reference to the Order of Government, 10th December 1863, I beg to forward copy of

my notes on the Tanjore Prison, and to beg that the case of the lunatic Naraiyan Ayan may

receive your immediate attention.

—————

TaxsorE, 22nd December 1863.

1. I visited this Jail with Mr. Bird, the Session Judge, and Dr. Ross, the Zillah Surgeon,

having previously inspected a piece of ground near the Railway station selected for the erection

of the new Jail.

9. Of the two sites proposed this is incomparably the best ; and from what I learn, claims are
Jikely to be preferred to the other site, which, I think, less dosirable . that now selected is south-
east of the great Pagoda in the little Fort, and lies between this Fort and the Railway, and at a
considerable distance from any dwellivs. 2000 Rupees is asked for the land ; bur, in my opi-
nion; measures should be taken to prevent any encroachment of buildings in its vicinity  This
might, I think, be done without havhag to purchase ; bat even purchase would Be prtferuble to
risking the effects of a_population in the neighbuurhuod. 1 requested Dr. Ross to cxamine the
site attentively at leisure, ; e

3. At the Jail it was evident that Mr. Cadell’s absence had interrupted the arrangements pros
posed. The building having been since regarded as private propercy may further have tended to
hinder outlay on it. The prison is, however, 80 erowded that the arrangements for the Hospital and
for relieving the existing wards must be carried out atonce. If the door frames removed from
the large building,a portion of which only is now peeupied as a Hospital, are still available, thig’
may be done at small cost in a few days by simply putting a middle post from the top to the
bottom of the (rame, and securing the openings by iron bars now @mmissioned from Madras. If
oni the other hand, new door frames are neaded, they should be substantially made, the openings
in the new Jail walls being made to correspund ; these may Lo wransferred to 1b eventu-
ally. By this means, and by building a brick and mud o1 between the pillurs of the third row
from the south end an excollent airy and lofty Hospital, with a southern aspect, with Surgery
on one side and priry on the other, will ut once beobtained.  The Prison Hospital will make a good

female ward, and another large ward will be provided for the prisoners.
4, 'The urrzmgememsfurventilating the wards proposed and settled at my last visit had

been commenced, but not proceeded with. I may remark that the apertures should be made in the
top of the arch, not on the side; a light seven inch steel-faced jumper on chizel pointed bar will
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very soon pierce the necessary holes, and & few bricks set round the hole sbove with a large open
chiattie on three more bricks'set on end will keep out all the raiu: these should be, say six feet
-apart, and similar holes pierced through thio outer wallson a level with the floor and guarded by a
grating will admit air from below. The building is neither worthy of nor capable of any {urther
improvements, unless it be to put gratings instead of the walls on the east gide; but this is hardly
necessary.

5, ‘The Jail may be regarded as healthy, especially when it is remembered that it is peopled
by the same class among whom occurred the great mortality of the Combaconum Jail. On look-
ing over the Nominal Register of sick, there was no evidence of the existence of what may be
feared as Jail diseases. : '

6. The opening to the road at the back of the Jail will be stopped, a wicket proﬂaed to the
gate lending to the Jailor's quarters, and a rough gate put to the entrance as suggested by Mr.
Campbell, Superintendent of Policz, who joined us at the Juil.

» A modification of the plan proposed for the Chetterpoor Jail, and suited to the require-
ments of the Tanjore District; as directed in the Order of Government, 10th December 1863, ©
No, 1924, will be submitied on my return to my office. -

8. The temporary arrangements I propose have been sanctioned by me. ’
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