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Proceedings of the Madras Goveriiment, Judicial Department,
15¢7 June 1864.
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No. 132.  Read the following letter from Captain J. BURN, Officiating Secretary to Govern-
ment, Straits Settlement ; to the Secrctary to Government, Madras, dated Singapore, the
8th March 1864, No. 70.
I have the honor, by desire of His Honor the Governor, to forward herewith, for submission
to Hiz Excellency the Governor in Council,
No. 1., a Roll of Madras convicts at present residing at
Penang, for whom the indulzence of a free
pardon has been solicited by the Superintendent of Convicts on the score of the lenzti of time
for which they have undergone the punishment of transportation and their wuiform good conduct.

No. 133. To the Secretary to Government Straiis Settlements, dated Fort Saint George, -
15th June 1864, No. 875.

7 Liave the honor, by desire of His Excellency the Governor in Council, to acknowledge the
.. <.t of your letter of the 8th March lasr, forwarding a roll of convicts sentenced in this Presi-
dency to transportation for life, but who are now recommended by the Supecrintendent of Con-
victs at Penang for the indulgence of a free pardon.

2. Inreply Iam directed to state that the Governor in Council having given the recom-
wendation of the Superintendent his most careful consideration, does not consider }imself justi-
fied in complying with it. It appears to His Excellency in Council thit while the reasons for
sraneing the pardons urged by the Superintendent, namely, the great age o! the convics, and the
len:th of time for which they have undergone the sentence of tianspertation, wake it question-
able whether their restoration to their native country would in reality be a boon to many of the
conviets themselves, the release of so large a number on the mere ground of length of servitude
mizht form a most inconvenient precedent, and could scarcely fail to give rise to expectations on
thz part of other convicts, which it might not be found desirable to fulfil.

(Sigued) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. 7, Tulloch.
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