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CIRCULAR.
Jupicrat DEePARTMENT.
No. 872.
To :
Tue COLLECTOR or
Sir,

1 am directed to address you with reference to the arrangements to be made for bringing the
Act for the Registration of Assurances, No. XVI of 186, inwo operation in the Dis'rict under
your charge,

2. The Actis to come into operation on the st January 1865 : and it is necessary that the
limits of the Districts and Sub-Districts into which the Presidency is to be divided for the pur-
poses of the Act, should be settled; the District and Deputy Registrars, appointed ; and the
amount and mode of remuneration to be assigned to each, and the scale of fees to be demanded
for the various classes of instruments to be registered, determined before that date.

8. First, in regard to the limits of the Registration Districts, the Governor in Council ap-
prehends that, as a general rule, it will be most convenient that they should be conterminous with
the limits of the Collectorate or Zillah, where, as in the case of Malabar and Tanjore, the Col-
lectorate comprises two separate Zillahs.

4. The number of Sub-Districts into which each District is to be divided, will re-
quire to be very carefully considered. Thesize of each Sub-District should be determined, in
some measure, with reference to the number of deeds likely to be registered in it; and of this,
a rough estimate may be formed by reference to the number and nature of the suits filed in the
the proposed Sub-District during a series of years, the extent to which land has been transferred,
the character and extent of trade, and the numerical strength of the population ; but indepen-
dently of these considerations, it should be observed, as a general rule, in fixing the limits of the
Sub-Districts, that they should be so regulated, and the Registry offices should be so placed, as
not to compel any one resident in the Sub-District to travel more than one day’s journey —say
20 miles—in order to reach the office of Registry. .

5. As respects the appointment of District and Deputy Registrars, the Government of
India have suggested that, as the functions which will have to be exercised under the Act will
often partake, in no inconsiderable degree, of a judicial character, it will be found desirable to
employ the existing judicial agency, wherever practicable; cr, if this be not possible, such of the
ministerial agency of Glovernment as may be ready on the spot. His Excellency the Governor
General in Council specially adverts to the Tahsildars in this Presidency and the North-West
Protinces as a class of officers likely to prove efficient Deputy Registrars. In the opinion of
the Governor in Council, it is clearly desirable that, as a general rule, the District and Deputy
Registrars should be persons holding other offices in the public service. In their cases a smaller
scale of remuneration will suffice than would be requisite in the case of persons not in Govern-
ment employ; and, as a gencral rule, whether in the Judicial or in the Revenue branch of the
service, they have more judicial experience and more local knowledge than such private indivi-
duals as could be selected for the duty. The main practical question is therefore whether the
District and Deputy Registrars should be sclected frem the Judicial Department or from the
Revenue Department. In favor of selecting these officers from the Judicial Department, there is
the presumption of a certain amount of judicial experience, and the stationary character of a
Judicial officer’s duties, which last is a very important consideration. In faver of selecting Regis-
tration officers from the Revenue Department, there is ordinarily the greater local knowledge
possessed by the Revenue officers, and the better means which they possess of ascertaining the
real facts connected with deeds presented for registry. On the whole, however, the Governor in
Council would be disposed to give the preference to Judicial oflicers, with reference to the station-
ary character of their duties and the certainty of their being constantly present at their Court
Staljons.

6. The Distiict and Deputy Registrars will have to be remunerated either by salaries or
by fees, or partly by both. As the dudes of the District Registrars will include, not only the
registry of deeds, but the supervision of the proceedings of the Deputy Registrars, and the hear-
ing of appeals from the order of the Deputy Registrars under Section 62 of the Act, the Governor
would be disposed to assign fixed salavies to the former offi.ers. The case of the Deputy Regis-
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7. The lust point for consideration is the Table of fees to be charged, and which “.'l” have
to be fixed by the local Government, subject to the approval of the Government of: India under
Section 33 of the Act. On this point the Government of India observe, tha? “on the one
“ hand, it is important that the fees shall not be so high as to render the. operation of the Act
“ oppressive, or to deter partics from registering deeds where the registration is made by ‘h? Act
“ voluntary; and on the other, that they shall not be so low as to impose a charge upon the State,
“ which it has not hitherto been required to bear. It is expected that the whole expense of
“ carrying out the Act shall be borne by those classes of the community who either avail them-
“ selves of its provisions or are brought under its operation, and that no portion of the cost shall
“ be allowed to become a burthen upon the general resources of the country.”

8. Iam directed to request that you wiil embody your opinion and the necessary informas
tion on the several points above adverted to, in a statement prepared in the annexed tabular
form, which should be submitted to Government not later than the 1st August next, accompanied
by a rough Map of the District showing the particulars noted in the margin and by any remarks
that you may wish to make, and which cannot
be entered in the Stalement. Your recom-
mendations, before being laid before Govern-

ment, should be submitted to the Civil Judge

(g) Stations of Tabsildars, of the Zillah ; and it should be stated, either in

((i?)rﬁsnt;?rsvg@z:ﬁ:ﬁﬁ;ﬁmthan 2000 ishabitants, 10 Statement or in your covering letter, in

regard to each recommendation, whether or not

it has the concurrence of the Judge ; and if not, his opinion should be quoted, with your reasons

for dissenting from it, It will, of course, be open to you, and it will be desirable that you

should consult any other public officers or private individuals resident in your District, from
whom you may be likely to obtain useful information or advice.

(a) Proposed limits of Registration District or Districts,
(b) Proposed limits of Registration Sub-Districts,

(¢) District otfice or offices of Registry.

(d) Sub-District offices of Registry.

(e) Limits of Revenue Talugqas.

(f) Limits of District Moonsiffs’ jurisdiction.

I have the honor to be,
Forr SAINT GEORGE, Sir,

42k June 1861, Your most obedient Servant,

AT, ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. J. Tulloch.
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