


Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Judicial Department,‘

16th January 1864.
RO e o RO GGG . I ST 3 R g 1T
No.99.  Read the following letter from J, W, B. DYKES, Esq., Magistrate of Nellore; to the
Honorable A.J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department,
Fort Saint George, dated Podalakura, 4th J anuary 1864, No. 1.

As some shepherds were watching their flock on the night of the 14th October Iast, in Saga-
turu of the Vepkatagiri Division, a couple of Yanadis made an attempt to stea! oné of their
sheep, and the altempt was resisted. It was a father and son who made the attempt, and accord=
ing to the evidence of the son his father was armed with a knife, On being resisted the father
pelted the shepherds; a struggle ensued; and the result was that the robbers were driven off,
and the father subsequently died from the effects of the blows received. 3

2. The Sub-Magistrate most improperly committed the shepherds, named Bayanabayana
Chenchugadu, and Puchchakatla Chinna Ramudu to take their trial under Section 304 of the
Penal Code, and the statement of the son of the deceased is the abstract of the evidence he gave
before the Court as entered in the Calen-
dar* of which I enclose a copy.

3. That the deceased had met his death in an attempt to commit robbery there is no doubt H
that the committal of the men who had courageously resisted the attempt was not only impro-
per, but also most impolitic is equally clear from the Court’s remarks, and th. falsehoods noticed '
by the Court as to the deceased having met his death from fover, &c.  And with reference to the
courage shown, and the necessity also for doing away with the ill-effects of the Sub-Magistrate's
conduct, I have the honor to request that the Government will be pleased
on Bayanabayana Chenchugadu, who took the mos

Ramudu of Rupees 50, and Rupees 30, as rewards
set in resisting attacks only too common.
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to sanction the bestowal
t prominent. part, and Puchchakatla Chinna
for the good example they have respectively

4. Instead of committing the men now recommended for reward, the Sub-Magistrate should .

have proceeded criminally against the first witness, the son of the deceased, and orders will be
issued to that effect,

——
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It appears from the foregoing letter that a Yanadi having died from the effects of blows

received in a struggle with some shepherds, which resulted from an attempt made by the deceased
to steal a sheep from their flocks —a state of

mpt to steal—two shepherds who are named in
the Magistrate’s letter, were committed by the Sub .Magistrate of the Venkatagiri Division to

take their trial ona (/:harge of culpable homicide. The prisoners were acquitted, the Session
Judge remarking that the Sub-Magistrate showed a lamentable want of Jjudgment in sending
up the case to Court.

2. Mnr. Dykes recommends that rewards should be bestowed on the two shepherds in recog-
nition of the good example set by them in resisting the attacks of robbers, and also with th
of removing the impression caused by the impropgr action of the Sub-Magistrate in

3. The Honorable the Goovernor in Council is ple

rewards of Rupees 50 and 80, fifty and thirty Rupees respectively, to Chenchugadu and Ra-
mudu. If the' Magistrate should be of opinion that it will enhance the value of the rewards to
give them in the shape of silver bangles, he is at liberty to do so.

4. A notice of the circumstances of this affair should be published in the District Gazette
of Nellore, : ‘ '

e view
the case.
ased accordingly to sanction the grant of

(Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secretary.

Ezd. J . Tlluocb.
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