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Proceedings of the Madras Government,‘.?ﬁdicial Departmul,v |
' 121k April 1864. :
Read the following lettex from the Sceretary to the Government of i;ldi&, Homa
Department, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated Fort William, 10th March 1864, No. 1690. :

The attention of the Governor-General in ! il has been drawn to the accom-
« panying @xtract from the Madras Athenaum of the 20th ultimo, and he desires me
to request that, with the permission gf His Excellency the Governor in Council, you
will state how far the facts mentioned in ﬂié"ﬁimgt"a;tsi\,"v@ﬂéfuundéd.* R b

9. The Governor-General in Council can hardly suppose that the statement
regarding the leasing out of convicts to planters and to the Railway Company can be
correct; but apart from this he would wish to know to what extent it is true that the
Government of Madras has been compelled to sanction large recourse to the employ-
ment of conviets on public works in consequence. of the overcrowding of the Jails,
and under what system this is done as regards precautions .bgtl_itféf the safe custody
of the convicts, and also for their protection from undue hardship and exposure.

'3, His Excellency the Governor in Council is probably aware that, for many
years%ast, lthgs been the constant aim of the Gbyemment to substitute for out-door
labour a uniform system of intramural labour, with the view of securing a better and
stricter ine, and the Government of India would regret to see the

ave been laid down 1 this point. »rggpbcﬁing the management of
under a temporary emergency.

-

he “ Madras Athencum” of the 20th February 1864.

convict labour on the numerous public works of
an once before urged upon the consideration of
Government ; TVREX e ‘with any icouragement.. It is, notwithstanding, a step
that, if adopbed ild result so mucl b the State, that it is matter for wonder that
* Government have not availed themsolves of it for better purposes than road patching,brick-breaking,
and such like, * The question bas now, ho gl
stice of Government, by no less a person’
ar jg’!ﬁd-_&«’) learn that Goveramont have:
uctions to Heads of Departments
o been made to. employ large ganss of cou
¢ repreaents ion made by Mr. Rhode is cer
ayerage number of prisoners are in the Jails
to employ them. So Government have resoly only to employ them on their own public
works, but 8lso, as labour everywhere is scarce _ specially in the Wr-uad country, to
loase out the conviets to planters and to the Ra c {9 his boen dready dunt on il
North-West Line of Railway, and found to work so successfully. This latter de FE PR
one, ‘and the earryivg out of it will conduce h to the bencfit of the individual conviet as to
the State, At present many an idle 1y ¢o o AT :
getting inko Jail ; jand once there, he
by leasing them out o private Companic
for a ** fair day's wage,” and the convict wi
work honestly for his livelihood, with his Tiberty to. Dy it i b _
deprived himsclf by his ovn idle propensities. ot eration arises from this repre 7ed
tation of Mr. Rbodes Hestates that all the J“ailf “ - ER i e e | = y
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Would it not be worthwhile to inquire whether this fact is attributable to the increase of crime,
~ or to the energy and vigilance of Mr. Robinson’s model Police ?

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  E. C. BAYLEY,
' Secy. to the Govt.%]’adia.

!

To the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, dated Fort gaint

George, 12th April 1864, No. 511,

I am directed by His Excellency the Governor in Council to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 10th

ultimo, requesting to be informed how far fhe
statements made in an extract from the Mudras Athencwum newspaper, regarding

certain orders passed by this Government with reference to employing convicts on

large public works, and leasing out their labour to the Railway Company and to
Planters, are correct,

2. Inreply, T am directed to state,
Governor-General in Council, that the
substantially correct; and that in con
Jails, the Madras Government have been
gangs of convicts on public works in
crowded state of the Jails in this Presi

letter of the 12th November last, sub,
Whipping

for the information of His Excelleney the
facts stated in the extract in question are
sequence of the over-crowded state of the
compelled to order the employment of large
various parts of the country. The over-

Bill, has, for some time

Past, besn a source of grave anxie
Excellency in Council, In the carly

part of last year, serious outbreaks o w":}f-
oceurred at Salem and Calicut, which 2

» in both cases, were attributed by the medict

authorities to over-crowding ;

and in his report on the outbreak aﬁ’;@gl' 1’119__ i
Inspector-General of Hospita

Is urged upon the Government the n eee
permanently reducing the number of prisoners in all the Jails, and sugg
only way of affording immediate relie '

f, the encampment of large gﬂﬁéi and thmr
employment on public works, Orders i

and on the road between the Coime

is, of course, unpopular with the prisoners, who .‘1651‘
View 4 sentence of transportation, separating tl'mm,
ir friends and velatives; and from the position

e free from the objections which ordinarily
ut-door labour,

upon it very much as they wo
as it does most effectually, from
of the works, it is in a great meas
attach to the employment of prisoner

dency, to which allusion was madé in my
mitting the opinion of this Government on the

ced on tho Néilghmy '

e
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. il a certain number of we'll-pla:nned

4. Under presem:e :tfﬁuﬁ]?;a;ﬁ’s:?ip];::ible ta establi'Sh any eﬁ'c?flti;:: ?:t}e;':
Jelin sl h'a V? b'een 'er the j ails of this Presidency ; and, in iy of rigorous
of pRERD dl?mphne 1t11 it is certain that the objects of a sente? (i;a riso:ers on
.Exce.l vzt l: W?ﬁu;:: 11!;01'6 fully carried out by the. employ n_:lent ALE
ztt};tzzgn::;ks of this character, than they can be1 1; tili\: .1{ :7 :. R, >

5 a Y

S Wti;l 1::1 ()lsiﬁ.sf)l:er:‘i. WThliI:ef :f:ﬁilaus are now in cox.xrser?)f;’ :‘160;11:::

T g o o o, Wi b b bl ol
ing 5 : e a

:::; :lby %he alildittioz ojntl ;pgzga?zz;ﬂ;:;l::;r;i at Coimbatore, have lately been
Jail. The other two,
commenced. ilable Jail accommodation is more

6. But even when tél‘io f::;t;te;icgzlﬁson disciplinfa than it is at gr(-eS:l!)llté
adequate and bet T adap!if considers it questionable whether it wo.uld be a v;sdoor
His E_;xeelleqcy oy C?uDCIt rule against the employment of convicts (;’nth?uPresi-
to_insist’ oo 34 gy that wh:rever, as is the case in many I.)a'rts it Il; ¢
labour. He lqs,(_)f opl'mqnarcity of labour, it would be well to utilize the. ahou; :1 :
dency, the:egﬂ : i’;ﬁ:‘y;‘:g them in large gangs on public works; and this, he fe
the convicts by

R ) t the return to be derived fro.m
due enforcement of the pr}SOf‘ezz_Zi!:t:;‘f; ;‘e‘gﬁz view. It is, of course, esseniclml
his labour, should be the T;a;iron{]y be employed in healthy loc-ahtles, and that ﬁt :z
g S e arisks to which they would not be liable when confin :
s . beﬁé;posed ' BEYt in the opinion of the Madras Government, th(_are.xm;s
in gl -D 093 ai,ble difficulty in providing really hard labour within the
alw‘y' e the g,e;tesif Ozsonsiderable number of prisoners. e
walls of tl_m Jmls . IY ine out the labour of convicts, I am f;o obsc?rve tha ((1;
Sy In regaf d 5 tﬁasiifrth-Western Railway in the irx.lxx.led}ate nelghbour.ho.on
plan has been tried e -gj;ed in a suggestion made by the Cx'vﬂ Finance Comtrﬁnsic;d
of SR 1 orlgml f Jails in this Presidency, who, in 1861, was au o'r
to the Inspe ctor:Gener&vi‘ aolimited extent. The prisoners employed on the Railway
to try the exPe.rlment ) d in buildings approved by the Ins-pector-General. : The
near Cuddapah are 'housz keeping them beyond the precincts of the Jail are
e charges_,e!}!iall?d 4 Compa;y, who also pay for their lal?our a-t a fixed ra'te.
defrayed by tbaiRle;ey a great relief to the Cuddapah Jail, .Whlf'lf. otherwise
The arrangement has enr‘crowcled; and there can be no question that as much
would bave fgéen fteh O;e m the convicts as they would have been required to
Kot i‘m"beep”emcted 'lro Here, ason the Lawrence Asylum works, the gangs are
}’erf"woﬁm the J::;;e senteI;ces have not long to rv, simd who consc_zq-uent;y
made up of P"‘.”n,e..“ it nt to escape. The gang at Cud<apah is frequentl): visited by
have buﬁmﬂ%}?dncem; the Jail, and the warders :¢ under hisorders. The Police
£8 Ofﬁcgr in ‘éh?r-{;g:doby the In;pector-General 4t Police. ; e 2 -
geripie ﬂPP‘;‘“ of leasing out the labour f convicts to private individuals has

8. The plan

d ;s the Governor in Ceuacil at all sanguine that it would prove
not heen tried, nor
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;'eamblcz. én the order f?,lluded t(? in the extract which aceompanies your letter, the
ﬂx:sp;cﬂor;h enez}?l otf t{]mls was directed, with reference to the over-crowded sta’te of
¢ waLs sroughout the country, to inquire and report wi i
. st 5 ther any relief could b ]
afforded in this way, and his attention i =~ & ey .
; was drawh to the case of W
: : ynaad, where the
scarcity of free labour is very great, and where it was deemed possible tl;at R

tory arrangemen 1 i
mozt of convicts :hmo;ihsixll):eizgeh:c;tgosto;::gozll;?x:o%o planters for the employ- 1
(Signed) A, J. ARBUTHNOT, : 2 B g - {
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