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Juprcrar, DEPARTMENT,

NOQ 484v

Tux Hoxonanee Stw C. T, SCOTLAND, Ko,

Chief Justioe of tRe High Court of Judicature, Madras. .
Hoxorasze Siz,

I am directed by His Lxcellency the Governor in Couneil to transmit to you the annexed
“lcopy of a Despatch from the Right Hooorabls the Secretary of State, under Jdate the 29th
February last, passing orders on a Memorial addressed to him by Mr. A, M. Ritchie, Registrar
« - of the High.‘@qmg:pggh‘t Original Side, regarding the amount of his salary, and fixing it at Rupees
R000 per mensem, 07 5 gt | e T L o o sk
2. A copy of the Despatch has been furnished to Mr. Ritchie.

I have the honor to be,
Forr Samst Grorce, g Honorable Sir,

Tth dpril 1864, Your most obedient Servant,

Chief Secretary,

Despatch from the Right Honorable Sir C. WOOD,‘BzL_rt.,.Secretary of State for India; to His
Excellency the Houorable the Governor in Council, Fort Saint George, dated India
Offics, London, 29th February 1664, No. 9.

Your Despatch dated 23rd December (No. 38) 1863, transmitting a Memorial from Mr. A.
M. Ritchie, Registrar of the.High Court on the Original Side, on the subject of the amount of
salary assigned to the office to which he stands appointed, has been considered by me in Council.

2. Before entering upen the consideration of what may be just and fair towards Mr. Ritchie,
unler the circumstances of his case, I have-to observe that the claim to compensation, which he
sets forth in his letter of the 6th July 1861, apparently on the ground of legal right, is inadmis-
sible. The reduction of allowances, under any circumstances whatever, has not hitherto been
récognizcd by the Governments in India as constituting a
cannot be recognized in the case of Mr. Ritchie. _

3. Tt appears that for Gve years previouB}y to his appointment to the offices of Registrar
and Prothonotary of the late Supreme Court, Mr, Ritchie’s professional income averaged a little
above Rupees 2000 a month, and that the net emoluments of the Registrar and Prothonotary for
the five years, from 1857 to 1861 inclusive, were on an average of Rupees 2350 a month, It
further appears that Mr, Ritehie was appointed Registrar and Prothonotary of the Supreme
Court on the 30th May 1861, and that he held tHat appointment for about a year before the
establishment of the High Court. »

4. Immediately on being made aware of the appointment, you informed Mr, Ritchie that
he would not be considered as having any title to compensatian in consequence of any meagures
which might be taken in reference to his office, on the anticipated amalgamation of the Supreme
and Sudder Courts. Mr. Ritchie, however, had, in virtue of his appointment by the Judges of
the Supreme Court, taken possession of his office before any communieation from you could
reach him, -

- 6. Tt appears to me that the terms in which you addressed Mr. Ritchio are
tion. It would have been quite enough to have informed him th
having accepted his office subject to any arrangemen
made on the anticipated amalgamation taking place. Your use o
pensation” has furnished Mr. Ritchie with a protext for addressing you in the terms employed by
him in his letter of the 6th July 1861, : : - 4
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6. Under all the circumstances of the case, I am prepared to allow Mr. Ritchie a salary, as
Registrar of the High Court, of 2000 Rupees amonth. Considering that only one month had
elapsed from the date of his giving up his professional business as Barrister, when he received
your communication of the 27th June 1861, and that the Chief Justice, in his letter of the 21st
Abrch 1563 (No. 619), recommended, for the office of Registrar, an annual salary of Rupees

4684, the salary above specified is the maximum allowance which Mr. Ritchie can be permitted
to draw,

7. Mr, Ritchie’s successor will receive the fixed salary of the office, viz,, Rupees 1500
pel' mensem,

8. In conclusion, I have to express my regret that the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
did not state to Mr. Ritchie, in his letter of Blay 30th, 1861, in which reference to tho anticipated

g \ i (IR it P i s
amalgamation of the Supreme and Sudder Courts is made, that he (Mr. Ritchie) must accept the ' ; ‘ <
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office subject to any arrangements that might be made as to the emoluments, as woll as to th 1 ‘ ' ’
duties and practice of the Registrar's office,

gxd. J, Tulloch,
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