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No. 7. Béad the following letter from C. W. READE, Esq., Magistrate of South Arcot ; to the.
Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, .
dated Trikalore, 1st March 1864, No. 14.
I now in a position to acknowledge the Orders of Government under date the 17th Sep-
tember last, No. 1495.
9. 1In those orders, the Government directed that any petitions against the Municipal Act
must be inquired into, and full information Was roquired @s to the number of objectors and the

* nature of the objections ; also whether these objections extended to, all or only to parts of the Act.

3, My movements for many months past have been too migratory to admit of my actively
entering on any inquiry into the objections to the introduction of the Act; but recently, when in
Cuddalore on other matters, I sent for some of the petitioners in view to carrying out the instruc-
tions of Government, and on my informing those who appeared before me that their objections would
at once receive attention, they immediately represented that opposition on their part no longer
existed, and that in the interval they had come to the conclusion that the introduction of the Act was
o measure conducive to the good of all, and consequently that they wished to withdraw their
previous petition. §

4. About 20 persons, I think, attended before me, and when expressing my gratification ab
their change of mind, I explained to them that if such change were really a fact it was necessary
that they should formally withdraw their original petition, as the Government would not allow the
introduction of the Act, even if only a few were opposed to it ; and therefore it was imperative thab
all who signed the opposing petition should, in like manner, now come forward and in equally express
terms give in their adherence to the proposed measure. I added that, unless this was done, I had no
alternative than to inquire personally or through one of my Assistants into their original difficulties
on the subject, in order, if possible, to disabuse their minds of any erroneous impression as to the
working of the Act in question. As I was then leaving Cuddalore for the annual settlement of the
District, and having no wish to subject the parties to needless inconvenience, I desired my Assistant,
Mr. Roberts, to give his attention to the matter and to receive from the parties their proffered
acquiescence in writing for the introduction of the Act.

5. 1 had already stationed Mr. Roberts in 014 Town to look after its sanitary condition, which
required the temporary presence of a European officer, and thus the people of 0ld Town were afforded
every facility for prefering objections and for conducting inquiry, and they had the opportunity of
coming forward on the spot either for or against the contemplated measure. ;

6. Mr. Roberts received from me all needful instructions on the subject, and I have
now the pleasure to state that all opposition and objection have been entirely withdrawn, and that
tooin the most voluntary form, a result which, T presume, has been greatly owing to the mfluence of
their neighbours and fellow towns-men who took the initiative in the move, and who throughout have
been almost clamorous for the introduction of municipal and sanitary reform. :

7. Quoting from Mr. Roberts’s report of the 26th February to my address, it appéars that “ Alk
« thoge who signed the first petition with the exception of cight,have now signed the second petition ;
“ of these eight, four have gone (names given) to other villages, and four (names given) cannot
« e found, nothing being known of them” Mr. Roberts adds : * Theinhabitants of the town,
“ may therefore be considered unanimous in favor of the introduction of the Act, as at the most,
“ there cannot be more than four persons residing in the town who have expressed themselves
« adverse to it, and who have not subsequently withdrawn their opposition, and it is very probable
« that if those men could be found they would be as willing to sign the second petition as any of
% the rest have been.” Mr. Roberts concludes with expressing the hope “that the Collector will
% consider all opposition to the Act at an end aqd, that he will bring it into operation at the earliest
“ opportunity.” .

8. If Government be now satisfied that all objection to bringing the Act into effect in old
Town, Cuddalore, has ceased, 1 will be prepared immediately to submit a list of the gentlemen whom

I propose as Commissioners for the purpose, as originally called for in the Government Proceedings,
under date the 20th May 1863, No, 771,
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