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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
- 18tk March 1864 =

Read the following letter from A. R. McDONELL, Esq., Acting Magistrate
- of Madura; to the Honorable A. J. 'ARBUTHNOT, Chief. Secretary te Goverament, -
Fort Saint George, dated Madura,’20th February 1864, No, 33,
With a view to obtaining the orders of Gofernmeut in the matter, I do myself the honor to
lay before you copy of a letter® received front
the Resident of Travancore, calling upon me to
assist him in every possible way in putting

down the lawless gangs of rchbers who now with impunity plunder the different Hili Cardamom

&

® ® 18th Jannary 1864, No. 95.

estates in Travancore,
2. Mr, Levinge inan order 1ssued on the 21st of January 1863, No. 3, prohxbued the Sub-

Magistracy in thig District from entertaining complaints against parties who may be charged
with haviag committed such offences in Travancore; he considered that in such cases it wonld be
improper for the Sub-Mayistracy to issue search warrants, or for the Police to execute them on
information being Jaid by the Travancore Agents, Mr. Levinge was of opinioo that the proper
course was for the Agent to report the circumstances in each .case to the Travancore authorities,
when the Resident could at once communicate with the Magistrate of the District, who would
then issue such orders in each case as he might consider necessary.

3. Mpr. Fisherin the 5th paragraph of his letter expresses his opinion that persons charged
with robbery or crime commitied in Travancore, for which the parties accused would be liable to
punishment on conviction had the crime been committed in British territory, may be prosecuted
before our Sub-Magistracy, and in this opinion I entirely concur, but care must be taken to guard
azainst vexatious complaints being brought by the Travancore Agents, and thus harassing our

vhlagers. S :
4, Mr. Fisher refers to some orders of

Ex;rsnsc; Minates of Consultation, No. 289, dated 20tk March  ¢ho Goyernment passed in this matter ; these are-
. not oa record in this office.
5. T consider that on any compl'unt of the kind being referred by a Travancore Agent

before our Sub-Magistracy, such Magistrate should at once act in the matterand procced with the

inquiry, reporting to the District Magistrate, and on closing the inquiry submit the entire record
for the Disirict M:.gistrate’s orders who could then communicate with the Resident.
From W. FISHER, Esq., Resident of Trevandrum and Cochin; to the Magistrate of Madara,
dated Trevandrum, 18th January 1864, No. 95.
I have the honor to inform you that the Dewan of Travancore has addressed me on the asserted
want of co-opefation on the part of the Britigh authorities in Madura in cases in which British
_subjects have been charged with enteripg Travancore territory with arms in theu hands, for the

;;~purpose of robbing the Cardamom gard ns and attacking the Sirkar guard,

2. The Mazistrate is sald to have given the Sirkar Agent an Pndoraement punportmg that
he declined $o interfere, because the Resident had not addressed him on the subjeet.

3. On another cccasion the Sub-Magistrate of Perriacolum declined to interfere in a case of
robbery of Cardamoms by some Chanars and Parriars, on the ground that the Magistrate's order
No. 8. January 20th, 1863, prohibited his interference,

4. The Dewan is undec the impression that the orders of the Mudras Government quoted in

the margin, in recognizin
Estracts Minates of Consultation, No. 289, dated 20th March g3, 0. i(';nts to wftch thge :::v?;i):::sn:fe l:'f)l:,-f
1836. bers, collect evidesee and prosecute parties
beYors the British authonues allow the prosecution of persons charged with smuggling Cardamoms.

5. Though this isqn e/ tho orders of Gevernment appear to me to authorize the prose-
cution of persons charged with robbery or other crime committed in Travancore, for which the
parties accused would be liable to punxshment on convu:non bad the crime been committed in

British ferritory. : - e &
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6. To this extent then I think I may rightly claim your assistance, and the c?-operazion of |
the British Police, and I request that you will favor me with youl} views on the subject for refer«}
" ence i he Government of Madras, should you diffex from me. .

‘?DC? ';f 'n;:;zsaszi,kt:rlrz(:o fully impressed with the egils which attend a monopoly such as that
‘hitherto in force that it hasbeen greatly modified, and it is hoped that the arrangements npw madq
- .will have a very beneficial eflect as regards smuggling. S T _ '.t

8. The active co-operation, however, of the British authorities is as much needed as ever, in B AN

order to put down the armed gangs which habitually rob the gardens, apd even attack the guardg R A

placed over the drying grounds of the Sirkar.

) . . e 7[1 Z% S . | .r\,
-9, It is to the extinction of these bands that I would particularly direct your attention, and , L o — !

to this end I ask your co-operation on behalf of the Travancore Government. o
10. - As long as this spice commands the present high prices so long will the plunder of the
Cardamom gromnds offer great temptation to the lawless and predatory classes, and if the mono-
poly was abolished to-morrow, the temptation would still be as great to them as it is at present.
. 11, Tuvis, I presume, the object of Government to protect life and property whethier they
are endangered in Travancore or in Briijsh territory, and to put down all attempts at violence
and robbery on whichever side of the border such crime is committed. There is no doubt great
‘dilliculty in bringing home to the perpetrators crime committed in such a wild country as the

Cardamom hills; but I have no doubt that it is the d..n,xious wish of the British Magistracy to

control the lawless and (o put down crims, and I trust that by dint of cordial co-operation

betwecen the authorities in the British and Travancore territories, the operations of these predatory
bands may be checked, and a degree of protection afforded to_the peaceful and industrious popu~

lation, which can bardly be enjoyed mo long as the frontier is infested by armed bands of
- plundgrers, - ’ ' e )

» 12. I amsure that I have only to- calll your attention to the s
.~ consideration which it deserves, and that co
Government of Madras authorises,
happy to receive any sﬁggeslions on
about to visit the hills in the neighbo
with you on the best means of establ
your convenience to visit Peermade

ubject to sccure for it that
-operation with the Travancore authorities which tha
and the state of the frontier renders necessary, 1 shall be.
this subject you may be good enough to ofter, and, as I am -
urhood of the Cardamom gardens, shall be happy to confer
ishing a better state of things in that quarter, should it suit
during February, or the early part of March, - i
- SO (True Copy.) A
o R (Signed) ZE. R. McDONELL, k
<« . Acting Magistrale,

o provisions of Act I of 1849, Such charges may be
-Magistrates,-and the Decessary warrants may be

ed, the case must be reportod for the orders of Govern-
quoted. :

issued ; but before the trial of the accus,
ment under Section 3 of the Act above

(True Extract,) ) ‘
L .- A, J. ARBUTHNOT,
: . Chief Secretary. ',
. To the Mogistrate of Madura, . °- -
L ' . .
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