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Rea;d the follovvmg pnpen* :
No. 8. Proceedings of GOvernmem in the Public Works Depmtment, dated 30th Noveuib&_

1863, No. 8509. : e . ‘6&

Communicating letler fram the Superintendrng)
wdngineer, Tth Division, veporting on the pro- e
gress made on_l/m Caormbatare Jail works, axd e

teferving for- consideration the _question of ! (Vide Proveocling'sﬁ?ublic Works Department,

‘investing . Heutenunt Trail with the same [ v i 3 4
powers over the Conviets employed on. theasl da§ed s h Nov,1863’ ,{»}Nos. 703,& ‘O§')

works, that hqka: omr ‘those on tlm road-fo

Goonoor Ghat.
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No. 59. gFrom J. ROHDE Esq., Tnspector General of Jails; to A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to the Govm'nment of Fort Saint George, dated Madras, on
Cireuit. 16th December 1863, No. 474.

In acknowledglng your Memorandum endorsed on the Proceedings Mudras Govemmenﬁ,
Department,  Public Works, 30th November

Dated 10th Dmmbulssrs_,. : 1863, I have the honor to state that I do not

consider that Lieutenant Trail can legally be

u)vegted with powers of pumshment over prisoners confined in the Zsllah Jail under charge

of the Sessions Judge.

2, The Government will observe, with teferente to several of Colonel Walker’s remarks,
that they have nothing whatever to do with the question, and that the preperation ofmaterial, and
appropriation of the whole sanctioned amount to the object for which it was granted, did not
depend on the exact locality of the Jail ; and that the delay in hually settlmg this did not depend
on me.

3. I saw Colonel Walker i in August, and approved the site to which resu]ents wished to
move the Jail. aﬂd.lla.ud«d ﬂ)a Mamoranduny to Mr Grant, tha Calliotor, with the yidve t his
showing it and the site to you personally for your own satisfaction, and that you mizht make the
members of Government acquaivted with the arvangement and of such details of information as
might be requived, Tagaio visited the Jail in the begmmng of this month, and consented to the
slight change in position proposed. - :

4. | had good reasois for not forwarding f.he indent for gates, having communicated with
Colonel Simpson nbauj%em, and asceriained that there wasa difficulty in undertaking more work -
for the Jails, which T hnped would be overcome on hig retura to Madras ; but even had I delayed
to do anything, there was abundance of room for pushing on the work without the gates, and
Colunel Walker might have called at Oofacamund when there, and had any difficulties removed
ab onees . 4

5. Asd ;he assertion that T am mlmxcable to the Department Puablic Works, T own m’.
self inimica their delays and defeets: bat 1 believe that no Officer of that Department will
deny that they have invariably received from me, when in my power, ‘“‘dml%-Opemuou ik
assistance. 1 object to bad bricks, and I object to sleeping five bours stuck fast in a hole or
quagmire in & rond that Department has © under repaic’ 1 object to the use of bad timber, and to
bad work. Fmay have ohjected to the impressivg of coolies, and the exposure of those coolies to
undue risks; butnoue know better than the Officers of the Department Public Works, with whom

\l have beer_g or oclal.ed. that they can atall times rely on my aid whether in my official or

~ihat Col'mel Walker kuows of me officially is in conpection with that

T Houoro Jail, and the Gomernment knows whether antagonism to the- Department or antagomsm
to its work ahbuid Mtly be ohnrged against we ; and if the latter, whether my feeling was just or
not. The tedious way in which that work crept on,and the reggl;., 1 lhmk fully Jusuﬁed my
apwehenuonu
. I now enclose & copy of -my notes written at Colmbatore, mll not cnly put the
(;ov: rment in possession of the siate of progress, but also show whe er my antazomsm" '
the Department Pnlphc W orks is such as furthers or hinders the worlds
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" Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Judicial Déﬁartment,
11th January 1864,
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for 2000 bricks, excavating foundations, levelling, quarrying stone for building:e and digging
chunam stove; in the last, from experience at Guntoor, Lshould expect each man to do at the
rate of 1} to 1} cubic yards daily, dag and carried fo within 40 ya s, for each man of the gang
employed, the removal of surface soil being included in the méWeht ; heavy steel pointed
bars kept in good order are, however, nécessary o lhis; end. ; A :

11, On my visit fo the Jail the following moraing, I found the building decaying, the patch-
ing it had undergone two yeats ago had fallen away, the wards had evidently not been white-
washed for many quarters, and the place altogether was in a bad state: the shutters which [
had “had removedito allow of better ventilation had in general been replaced at the requisition,
I was told, of thﬁf@ufgebn ; in the cellsiin which this had boen done, and where the shutters
had not been opened, the air was foul : and thongh I am fully alive to the importance of pro-
tecting prisoners while aslesp from chilling winds, I thought it well to direct that the Jower
half only of the shutter should be left to close, and that the second shutter should be fixed out-
side the window as a weather board in all the wards with a Western aspect. Inthe Eastern
wards the whole of the shutters had long since been removed and fixed as weather boards.

12. Asthe officer in charge had been anable to get iron doors made to the female and
debtors’ cells, and I had been unable to provi le them, I explained to the Jailer the course to be
taken in putting gratings to the present doors, a plank being ramoved for the purpose. I further
desired that the walls of the wards would be immediately scraped and white-washed with /%ot
fresh-prepared wash. :

18. The sickness and mortality of the Jail continues high, it includes all serious cases,
not only from the prisoners within the walls, but those from the Paulghat gmd Metapollam road
gangs. I can add nothing to what I have already repeatedly said on the subject of the mortality
in this Jail. ; : !

14. - An escape from the hospital hal lately taken place, the prisoner hgvmg gained
access to the roof of the building by means of a chair and the old sentry box in the hospital
yard, the removal of the latter was canctioned ; and the Sessions Judge in charge is requested
to call Mr. Brown’s attention to the Inspector General's Circular, No. 61, cautioning Jailers agaiust
permitting loose articles, which mizht facilitate the escape of prisoners, to lie about the prison
enclosures. 2

15. I found a Eurasian convict, sentenced to rigorous imprisonment, in hospital, where it
appears he had passed the greater portion of his time; previous to this }36 had, I was informed,
been employed in «looking after” the Smiths and Carpenters. The Jailer on being told that he
had not carried out the sentence faithfully, remarked that since his appointment the man had been
iu hospital, but that he was very useful as a check on the prisoners, &c. ; h.e was informed that the
prisoner was not to be employed to do his work, but that a transfer of this prisoner to Ootaca-
mund, or to the Lovedale gang would be made, where the man will be employed according to bis
physical powers. e :

16. The Jailer said there was difficulty in supplying fresh and good water, owing to the
detailing of the gangs to the new Jail work, and the system of guarding precl u-ding the sending
out of small gangs for the purpose ; but this may easily be overcome by makiog every second
prisoner returning from labor bring with him a pot of water.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) J. ROHDE,
Inspector General of Jails.
No. 59 ) o | ORDER TH zns:m, 11th January 1864, No. 38.
Mr. Rohde's letter will be communicated to the Public Works Department.
(Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,

, ) : Clief Secretargs.
S | Q T

Exd.d. Tulloch.
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vProceedz'ngs of the M adras Government, Pub.lic Works Depariment,
a8 30th November 1863.

No. 703. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel G. W. WALKER, R. E., Super~ -
intending Engineer, 7th Division, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E., Secretary to Govern-

ment, Department Public Works, dated Calicut, 11th November 1863, No. 226 :—

SIR,

1, TIn reporting on the subject of Government Order No. 3,217 of 4th November, I take

he opportunity of making the statement of progress on ‘the Coimbatore Jail works called for in
your Memorandum, No. 177 of 29th October, : '

2. I must premise that the allotment of Rupees 37,000 for Coimbatore Jail was only
sanotioned in Government Order No. 1,248 of 18th May, received by the District Engineer on
“9th idem. On the 19th June the Collector wrote recommending that no movey should be laid

sut until receipt of orders of Government on a Memorial against the site selected, which was

forwarded to Mr, Rohde on the 8th April. These were communicated to me under date the 4th
August, No.2,188. Thus the first quarter of the year was lost, clearly without grounds for

imputing blame to the Officers of this Department, who are ordered not to move in such matters;

except co-operatively with the Collector and Magistrate; and who are not at liberty, as

Mr. Rohde supposes in paragraph 4 of his letter, No. 332 of 8th October, to transfer funds from
one District to another at their pleasure. One District Enginecer could know nothing of what

was going on in another District ; it would rather appear the duty of.thg»ln_spéctor General to

watch over the progress of Jails and interfere pergonally and actively.ﬁ&p?téquired, which

could easily be done in the case of Salem and Coimbatore Jails connecﬁa@{ﬁj‘ rail, and so near

his head quarters. v
8. From the tenor of Mr. Robde's remarks also, it would hardly be imagined that it

tequired a reminder from me (No. 94 of 7th August) to elicit a reply to my requisition of the

 9th June, No. 54, for information as to the portion of the work, commensurate with the sanction,

to be undertaken during the year. Previous knowledge of Mr. Rohde’s habitual antagonism to
the Public Works Department led me in ihe same letter to request his i'!?f"..“"‘i""ﬂ as to any
ﬁtti'ngs; &o., that he might wish prepared from his own designs.  Manifestly until such infor-

mation was imparted the Executive Officer was unable to draw out his sehedules and specifica-
tions for guidance of Contractors. Not that he had been idle, for I found him supplied with

- . 2 e S et i r A
calculations for the entire work ; but in case of sanetions not being continuous from year 10 year |

1 had to limit his dealings with Contractors to the operations of the currmﬁ year only. A fair
start could not therefore be made with the contracts until after receipt of Mr. Rohde’s No. 183
of 15th August ; and then a month's delay Wwas inevitably incurred in awaiting"the result of
advertisements and other measures adopted. :

4. Again Mr. Rohde's requisition in Memorandum to Government of the 11th July, aé, to

& it ground, required the submission of a survey sketch for his orders as to the exact spot.
These, first solicited in my No. 116 of 14th September, T had again to call for under date the

30th September, when he was informed that bis neglect to reply embarrassed our proceedings.

"

I am sorry to say that on now visiting the site, I find the Assistant Executive Engineer has laid |

jtout in a manner directly contravening the condition laid down in the Inspector General’s Memo-
randum, viz., that the possibility of erection of any building within 200 yards of the Juil should
bo obvisted. This 1 found out from his verbal statemen's, and insisted on having corrected,
previous to receipt of Government Orders on Mr. Rohde's letter. I am afraid T must blame the
Magistrate for misleading him in this matter ; but a closer attention 10 his own Office Records
would have kept him clear of the mistake, which he and Mr. Grant together have committed.

5. Progress with work and collection of materials are not such easy matters at Coimbatore

just now, with a heavy demand for labor in all directions; and Licutenant Trail should be

S
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WG i ANl

allowed a fair start” with his operations, before being subjected to such hasty remarks as those
inflicted by the Inspector General. His experience of Coimbatore workmen and Contractors is
‘not such gs to induce me to urge him to promise more than be has already done, it would be a
poor ‘_’.Gﬂuhvif we incurred the displeasure of Government hereafier by not spending out allotment

~ within the year, We shall be very glad to profit by Mr. Rohde's ingenuity and practical knoy.
ledgo, if he ‘w'm-.be so good ssto fayours with his help on the spot. At least we inay expect of

-
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Procwd;hgs of the &Wndm#mvem»}nent,iPuglﬂz:;:?;’roﬁ};fﬁ;;@m
30th November 1863.

e

him that he will avoid reporting us to ‘Governmen »ﬁnt’ilfhe.— has found ‘person nmunications
to be unavailing. With such I am sorry to'say he has not obliged us, though so near at hand
for months. LS ” : I ; :

6. In conclusion, T have to call attention to the subject of an Oyerseer for Coimbatore Jail,
whose appointment was understood from the Public ‘Works re-organization Report, to have been
provided for specially. = A person of some experience is required, and if possible he should under-
stand the management of the brick-making machine, {or which indents were forwarded on the
13th October. Moreover, the Assistant Executive Engineér should have tbel_saiitev-powérs overp

: ‘the Convicts employed on these works extended to him, that

he has* over those on the road to Coonoor Ghit ; the
difference in the value of the labor of those so employed, and
réa]ly under his orders, being great -as compared with that of the prisoners on the Pothanoor
Railway Feeders, of whom he ean only complain to vthers unavailingly. Finally, I request that
the Inspector General of Jails be instructed to expedite generally his replics to letters, and -
gpecially the transmission to me of an indent fO.’(‘f“ iron wo_rk which‘ Lieutenant Trail sta'es to have
been sent him on the 12th October for that express purpose, after countersignature, :

® Proceodings Judicial Department, 16th
December 1862, No, 2,046

e

No. 704. i . OrpEg THEREON, 30th .Noveni:ber 1868, No, 3‘50‘9_ ‘ i
Proceedlings  Judicial Department, 97t 1. Con cated to the Judicial Department  wigly
August 1863, No, 1,387, » Bi , :

Proceedings Publie Works Department, e, ‘orders as per margin,
4th November 1863, No, 3,217, =T i

e

: : , 2. The Government regret to obse;'va that the progresg

of the Coimbatore Jail has not been commensurate with its importance, and Judging from the

_information fuinished by the Supe:im'egding Engincer, they appr@li@ﬁ@ that it will be impracti-
‘cable to spend advantageously in the current year the full allotment for that work, Culonel

 Walker will be requested fo give eaily “invimation of “the probable amount of saving from the

, in view to its appropriat on to other wotks, notably to the road from Coimba-

T tfi'dw‘sf attention’ 4
LCeT is disposal for em
. 'be drawn to’

the necossity of the services of an

. on the Coimbatore Jail. The

10th November 1863, No. 8,261,

formed - eTe Wi ®0 the employment of an Overseer o1 o

k at the cost of t’h&% work ; but it will be pointed the Government, in Proceed.

d 18th June 1863, No. 1,599, paragraph 6, pect that the Superintending

. would be able to spare a ers allotted to one portion of

that class of Subordinates

be feasible, as there are fow
should engage Colo
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.

4. The question of invosting Lieutenant Trail with the
‘paragraph 6, will be considered in the Judicial Dep rtment,
‘ ‘ (True Extract) s
(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Colonel, R, E. :
- Seeretary to Government,

powers of punishment, referred 1o in
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To the Judicial Department, with enclosures.
»» Superintending Engincer, 7th Division. ;
» Controller and Auditor of Public Works Accounts,
s  Accountant General,
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