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B \uq '-Proéee(lings of the Madras Government, J udicial Department, b ry

15tk March 1864, -

.W\AMWM
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.+ Read the following papers:— i
No. 175.  From W. H. CRAKE, Esq., Chairman Chamber of Commerce, Madras; -to ‘the
 Honorable &,.J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Madras, dated

24th Angust 1863. - o ; o .
By desire of the Chamber of Commerce, I have the honor to draw your-attention to tBe

,, dangers which threatened thia town on the night of the 26th June when a fire broke out at
Messrs. Line & Co.’s Cotton Godowns. The accident alluded to occurred during the Mohurrum, -

and the Chamber has every reason to suspect that it was caused by the passage through the town -
of the rictous torch-light processions a few hours before the discovery of the flames. '

The Chamber begs to urge upon Government the great desirability of establishin'g an

efficient Fire Brigade in the town, and of appointing some official to give orders in such an

emergency as the above. The Chamber would also hope that the Government will order the

- discontinuance of torch-light processions through the town, ad they are alike dangerous to pro-

perty, and annoying to the inhabitants. -
* " Referred to the Commissioner of Police for report.

(Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Seeretary.

Forr Saist GEORGE, =
27th August 1863.- .

No 176. From- Lieutenant Colonel W. J. WILSON, Commissioner of Police; to the
- Honorable A, J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George
~ dated Madras, Tth September 1863. . . . *

1 have the honor to return the letter of the Chairman of the Chamber of Comxﬁerce on tixe :

subject of the organization of a Fire Brigade for this City, and on the use of torches .with native
which was referred to me on the 27th ultimo. Lo _ o v

_processions, ‘
2. I will in the first place detail the number of Fire Engines at present available, and the

ordinary course pursued on the breaking out of fire, and then proceed to consider the most ex-
- pedient marner of improving upon existing arrangements,

3. The engines are at present stationed at the following places :—

- o o o5 Arsenaliee o e e e B .
7ot Custom Houwse... e wneaes 1
N Commissariat Office oo~ ... . 1
S PR e 7. Bullet Manufactory ... e Y |
oo S . Gun Carriage Manufactory . ... 1
. Gunpowder T e e 2
g TRailWaF.ee | wee  wee aee e 2

Cal " Total... 12

|

Besides these I am given to understand that there are five or six engines in store at the .Ars.en;[

which might be rendered sexviceable at & moderate cost, and four more belonging to the Railw
which could be made available in the course of a few hours. The executive of the last nm:(’;
Department bas always been prompt in affording assistance on all occasions, ,

4. 'The Municipal Commissioners sent orders to England some time ago for two Fire Engi‘nes

" with hoses, suction pipes and buckets complete, which are expected to arrive shortly.

5. A Tindal with a party of Lascars remains at the Arsenal day and night in readiness to

" turn out in case of any alarm of fire, and the Store Serjeant in charge of the engines always ac-

companies them to superintend and direct their working. The engine at the Custom Office
which is in charge of the Master Attendant, is worked by the boatmen; that at the Gun Carriag;
Manufactory by the Ordnance Pupils and coolies; and most of the others are in like manner
worked by the establishment to which they are attached. .
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T 7. .but it was also the opinion ¢
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¢ sutlicient,

6. On all oceasions of fire, i

sent to the Fort, ang the en

gines are %gnerally accompanied by
Regiment in garrison, which (

in every way, :

€y are prohibited from working the -
are followed here ag far as appli

8. It will thus be seen that.

red by the Municipal

9. It appears, however, that the Government engines might be me
“than they are at Present, and I woylq Suggest that thoge oW in store b ‘

-

€ put into g serviceable
‘One at Abercrombie’s Battery, |
" One in Royap'oorum,

or in Washermé,n’s Pettah,
- One in Triplicane, - - : :

R OneinSaintThomé, and EETEEUE : .

% Onein Pursewaukum, i
adopted, it will be n
eir respective Distrie
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cover.{oy

ecessary to provide

ts, and as thege matters arg Managed b
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Y : - : trade, a much greater *.
| B ; t owing to the sudden increase in the Cotton trade, 7
R : ok ow
; S . For somebime pas
H 15

been able to house
. been brought into Madras than the Purc;l::le:: :3;";:13 of houses, until
uantity of that mt@e has it has to be stowed in gour b yards, an} ings which cannot be expected
gnd the consequenee is that ::for its reception. This is a state of.tt }l:ngowners should make some _
proper places can l.)e procur:ntinue it seems more reasonable tf?:: t,h(: a that they should call for
to last, but while it dO:S :he protection of their goods fI.‘OI;ﬂthe l;ng established customs of the
"special Mrangxel?ent:o o;ndiscﬁminxate an interference wit s
. megsures 10V0 ving . .

: : : hurrum scarcely come

A3 . ling parties at the Mo .

- people. 4 Wust ‘however, be admitted thattthe ;&223% N agvg referred in the 13th paragraph of this

; 16. must, cessions to w k ) ligious observances,

: within the same category as tfl}fhirzh;acter of saturnalia than of O:dl\/l[’:f:si]zef but Pariaka sod
e acriostht greatmumber oftho persons ogaged s ‘celebration of this festival, the

{'  iv is notorious thate greaA"nOn the last two occasions of the cele d, and the neighbourhood of

: ;;lindoos of the lowest cast‘-asc.lers who used to frequent the M'o‘u.n ;-R: a‘e ’;d other quarters princi-

7 numerous bands of masquera n. were restricted by me. t_° I'riplic AN b, was approved of by Gov..

L he houses of European gentle;?eh, estriction, when petitioned against, ,

o the Vatives, which r

y Natives,
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wade in paragraphs 9, 10, 11 and

% Forr Samer GeoreE, - . Y
e 8eh Septémber 1863 e

e 'f(s;g'nea), A.J. ARBUTHNOT,

T A e . gyt e

S et e ; to the Chief Secretary
. . ici .al Commissioners for the Town ot‘fh Lél:d::; ;;)e: 1863, -
v No.177.  From th::f uIr;:)rtp Suint George, dated Madrfa; iiie da:ad 7th instant, and itsenclo-
- t1x- o Government, Commissioner of Police, . 11 and
i SR . - . m the Y . . agra hsgy 10!
% wE 1. In returning the ]ette;‘ ir:ur opinion on the suggestions mb}d? me}:i::f gPo‘;ice proposes to .
Y " sure, veferred by Govemmen:eothﬂt the places at which the Cogxmxs‘m::ed and we shall hove mo
g y :
o 12, we have the hor‘l(')r to B;; e Engines appear to us to bi.! we. si}: Del,)ét‘s for them, and the
lta’tion the five additional f“;he engines if Government wﬂl provi , '
iection to take charge o ) ) L ) . office apd
. Obje(i::il:: establishments to worlstzge{:; us from England will be Ttan;m\;,d-;):: at our
- requ : impor by Colone tson, - .
2 The tW("I'e“g‘ll";'a:n Vgater Works, as l:ecor}r:me';‘::ely);n cistern. can, in our opinion, be
- her at the Treve ) stored in the . town, pipes
E the o; ) The large supply of \]:;:;r out in the western and centre sections of the 0“,7 s pip )
availed of in case of a fire bzeeaapah Naick Street as far as the Market,
n

d iati Y 'dent.
V E:B l.ie’uto Colone], Qﬁc-latmg P est »
o ne A, C. SIL » ‘ - 7

e ) B- CARDOZO, =
S - -

R VN

| having been laid down in A

¢

B

54, No. 20. - o insta as
Madras, 30th Januar.‘:!;ii about 7 o'clock on the night of the 18th instant, a fire w.
: ‘to repor
* T have the honox

ildi th of the Custom House,
i k of buildings to the nor . : :

i lowns in the bloe i Madpras is stored.
discovered in one of the go(gere most of the rice and other grain landgtii;:ioner were on e spot
known as the Bankshalls, ‘”; direction of Mr. Ansell, the Deputy Comn h”i,rg beon browin,

2. The Police under ‘geivem and the engine from the Custom House Ravirg been brought
) - the alarm was ‘ o o
shortly after t V
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Chief Secretary. sy S

_r:i';, .

: ' dra¥.
S ot | Munivipal Commz’::zo?zers or the ?'uwn ol'ni"l(’z: ra L
, ' S ::‘ ) S o o e . ]ice" to the Honor.,
- . . ; ON, Commisgivner of Po ce s o
g 8 . From Lieutenant Colonel(j:V' g 'chll‘elfry to Government, Fort Saint George, dated -
78. - ‘ Chief . Se o
& Mo 17 able A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Ch e _
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¢k of the Master Attendant's Department with a party of-
- boatmen, the fire was got under about 1] o'clyck by their combi
not entirely queriched until sume hours later,
_ which artived shortly after the commence
- body of Police hiad be
-8 1 herewith fo
v eur, and a8 I believe 1

np b_;' Supervisor Veerasawmy Nai

ned exertions, although it was. .
A party of the 4:h Regiment Native Infantry '
ment.of the fire, and which remazined until 2 suflicient .‘
en collécted from the more distant stations, rendercd matetial assistance.  **
ward copy of a report fiom Mr. Ansell, in whose remarks 1 entirely con- .

.- tunity of recommending that a sufficient. supply of leatherbuc

kets, ladders, fireghooks, crow.
+ bars, axes, and grapnels be attached (o each

; engine. In parugraph 9 of my letter, dated 7th s
- September last, No. 117, T suggested that the Government engines should be petiodically inspect- ¥
i -ed by some competent person, and my opinion is strengthened by the fact that the hoso of the i

. engine burst on the night of the 18th, and the consequences would have been serious had not a |
©'spare one been procured very soon afterwards, . ' .

~+and of conveying it to the seene of action
. by the use of small portable pumps

with leathern hoses,
- cross-bars and wheels.

“The gecond, by supplying low tr
- thus be taken to the spot in much less time, and with mu

the chatties or buckets could be more speedily and easily filled therefrom. On the occasion of

1 the fire now in question, I observed that the Wwastage which took place in filling the cbatiics from -
" the bunghole was very gieat. A gmall pump, such as is used in distilleries for pumping liquor
1 from one cask to another would £} the ‘engine from casks wi i A

‘ f "+ 5, The property destroyed cons;
nf about 5000 Rupees, all of which w

and by fitting .the public wells with
ucks for the water casks which could

ock is- intersected would jn all
to stop its further progress, . . o ‘ f
Yo% 6. Although the owners of several godowns and thej “
i the proprietor of the goods destro

. 7. 1 have now the hons ; ' ] ' ' S
: amongstttl"e Police anl‘lle;‘:;::;?gecem?end ;hat 8 gratuity may be sanctioned for distribution
."Q,' - : 4 ngage on t liS Occasio o .y . . )

- they were actively emplo ™, 8 1n addition to working the engine

| yed in conveying water
- “inside the godows itself, removing the burning

performed without more o Jegg

AR hing which the men cannot well afford. The

O

BT LS

et
Fis:

8. The Supervisor Veerasawmy Naick,
¢ name has on more than one occusion

as of great assistance durin
1¢ cause of the

83 other than accidental,
: From J. ANSELL, Fsq., De iisgioner of Police
- SO Commis{;ionerp:ft;;) Comnisgioner of Police
. With much pleasure I beg
5 the Police, who were op duty w
- - 18th instant ; the greatest prais

~endeavours to extinguish the fir
;_‘Qf‘_@q‘lst Division, and Middlet

T #3lospectors. RS ’ewfrd’ if sanctioned, may be paid from the sum
8 ‘(T’:yl;::d,a:}:s : - Provided for “ Rewards for luformation and for
2 Duvogths. services rendered,” and as the number® of men
9 Duifudars, : H
PR £ l{;iaigues. S S Sl engagc;d Was considetable, I beg to nuwe the
7+ 68 Peons, ool e - sum of 98
> 16 Muarine Police. T : ST o 0 Rupees, ’
=--- 52 Boatmen of Master Attendant’s Department. '
o ' } co who:
. brought to the favorable notj
5. 9. I have omitted to m
. 3 N0 reason to suppose that

been
: 8 the whole aflair.
fire has not been ascertained, but there

ce of Government, w
ention that t}
it w

. ; to Licutenant Co} w T
nh.ce, dated Madras, 23:q January 1864, erelW. 3. WIL
to bring 4o your favorable

ith me at the fire in the thir,

Lo

notice the Praise-worthy condact of
d line Bankshalis on i
' S the night of the -
e i y

; it;eu 1;0 ;l; :ho Wwere present for thejy strenuous exertions and

» o VEver, more especially mention Con
. stables Bany

oo, of ‘l-,‘“_ L@mne Police, P

..

T ey

he subject of a Firp Brigade is still béfore Government, 1 take this oppare y ..

¢

3 )
ch less labor than is now required, and }°

4

4
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The Police Were ably assisted by a -

£ s
: - » em gave the slightest asg; i t e e, o
L 'way, or made any attempttodo se, - ... . . g slightest assistance in any ,
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trong party of the b N

“but also to pro
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—.muintained i@ & 8er

o T DO S VR S TR S
-7 - < Col Lot ! EE W I o e
ey P 0 o E e ‘ H o5 R N A ;o
L b1l ; i
" " ~I

.
.
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15th March 18(*4 7

S
e

from the cistera north of Clive’s Buttery to the site of the fire, a distance,
casks of water fr d vards I also consicer this a favorable opportunity te bring to notice the
of five or six hundred ya7 nd pecessary implements at present available, in the event of a fire ‘.
: . a;?;]:d as every godown is with cotton and ot!xt?r combustible materials,
breaking out It fowR. - of adopting some measures, not only to faciliiate the supply of water,
I would urge dwdzwzii;?w‘:y aﬁdp i)roper implements, such as scaling ladders, long fire-hooks,
vide

"‘th ten or twelve feet of light chain attached, and a plentiful supply qf leather

inadequate supply of W

axes, grapnels

buckets. » '

ion it was i rovidential that it was a clear and fine night, and

2. On the rece'n:-i ?cgaflxi:;iwba:e;“: Z:foig north-easterly wind blowing, all the exert:ions

that there was no wie -'io: have proved futile, the fire could not bave been (as it was) coufined

made would, " my,hf\Pl;“ it ’oriuineted: end had it reached the Cottun Screw and the Commis-.

to the godown 1 ;\ 1c whichb are in close proximity, how far it might haVe. spread, or ?vhat
sariat Arrac'k Go downﬂ,eﬂ mwight have been destroyed it is impossible to conceive.
amount of life and property (Trae Copy.) . |

(Signed)  W. J. WILSON, Lieut. Colonel,

Cowmmissioner of Police.

L ]

‘ ‘ issioner of Police’; to the Honor-
S Colonel W. J. WILSON, Commissioner o e
1 1;'03“ I;;el:;;a;:lNoOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
able A. J. s » ‘ .
1864, No. 23. : ‘
Maduas, 6[‘: F;b"ll::lir of the 7th September last, No. 117, I have the honor to report :
With referen‘fe :havye recently been constructed at the Gun Carriage Manufactory, so t?mt _
:Entiﬁeestabmhm ent now consists of three which may be depended upon ‘as bm“g,
a  Tow Loass»” oo co T
the number viceabls condition. -

No. 179.

+e

: ' : oreox, 15th March 1864, No. 870. S
No.180. = 0::;:;?1:;;@@ to an application made by the Chamber of Com-
The papeis above recor fhicient Fire Brigade, and for & prohibition against torch.light
stablighment of an ¢ On the latter point, the Commissioner of Police deprecates
Blac:'z"fgo: as that for which the Chawber apply. - He observes that *“ no
h 'p;otlkes place at night; whether Hindu or Mahomeda.n,. v;nthout being
« procession of any kind ta d blue lights. Processions from Pagodas of & religious nature, aund
« accompanied by ltor;:lhe:s:: on occasions of domestic ceremonies, are alike in this respect ; aund
« those from private ho :
¢ there is probably not a i tates at the same time that the toreh-light processions during ;
o+ some part of the towh- He:“iany Mahomedan festival, are engaged in not only by Mussel~ -
the Mohurrumn‘:‘ hghr;:h‘;na;? 'Hindus of the lowest caste; and he proposes that endeavours
mens, but slso by I's

should be made t0 prevent

them as much as possible, g0 as .t
Y

eoncurs in the Commissioner's Views. |

o @. As regards the means availab : |

: i e =" .

gines at present stationed at the following plac Ry

. Arsena]--. ves .'n' A "" ".‘ .“ .“> L
Custom House ... woreee oo o
Commissariat Officec. v oae’ ver .

Bullet Manufactory... oo i e v
L S
Gun Carriage Manufactory... - j"‘ .
Gunpowder do. .. . ’ . -
Railway". . aas aew chm .. . ‘ v v =

‘ - : Total... 14 . & :
| re five engines in store af the Arsenal, and two belonging ‘to the .
8 . e R . R g e

merce for the
processions through
the issue of eny suc

o bring them under due supervision. The Governor in Council

e for ex.tinguishing fires, it appears that there are [4 en-

%

3 .

in addiv,ionr to which there ol o
M unicipal Commission. - =" o ST
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ative Infantry and several boatmen : these were engaged in rolling |

ht in the year during which such processicns do not take place in
g

Il but Musselmans from taking part in them, and also to concentrate «%
a

s

PO -
p R R el ettt - Ay -

et B+ g 0 e
e e st

o o Wb g

o o

b _camia~ ol e
34

+

T

e




8 . P Nl
ML Ty
e

T 6 h_:"‘Proceeding;

Ce Gaen el e N e e e , TR
i PR S, N Rmri e st L
A st B S, - fens,

of the M’ad)'ds Government, Judicial l)epart;nent? _
15tk March 1864, S

3. Lieutena.ﬁl Colonel
posted as follows :—

1 at Abercrombic's Batiery. ‘
- . lin Royapoorum or in Waushermanpettah,

Wilson tecommends that the additional engines available should be

l'in Pursewakum or Vepery.
- 1in Semboo Doss Street, and
.o . Y at the Trovelyan Water-works,

CARBU T FEg, T S ev T
ARG AE v Padei )

1 in Triplicane, R

bin 8t Thomé. 0 7
"This arrangement is sanctioned. Colonel Wil
oL * establishment for working the engines, and, in
L * necessary.

son does not propose the formation of a separate
the opinion of the Governor irfgyouncil, it is not
1t is a duty which wmay very well be done, as it has beer: hitherto, by the Police, aided,
in Black Town, by the boatmen &nd, in the case of a serious fire, by a fatigue party from the
; Buropcan Regiment in the Fort, The formation of a sepurate Fire Brigade in a straggling town

S - like Madras, measure, and one not warranted by the necessities of the
e ~ s CBse; ' ' C , .

LS

would be a very expensive

.4 The Government approve of the Commissior
- engines should be periodically ingpected b
.- sary arrangement will be made b
. also arrange,

er's recommendation that the Governmen}
Y & competent person from the Arscual. The necese
Y the Inspector General of Ordnance and Maguzines, who wiil
in communication with Licutenant Colonel Wilson, for & sufficient supply of-deather
. buckets, iadders, fire-books, crowbar 8, axes and grapuels being attached to each engine.
" 5. Referring to the important matter of supplying water to the engines, it appears that a
large supply can.be obtained from the Trevelyan Cistern in the western and ceutre sections of
~ the town, pipes having been laid down in Andeapah Naick's street a8 far as the market; but in
: ;most.locali;ies it must come from the weighbouring wells, and to facilitate the drawing of water
< from such wells and itg Conveyance to the scene of action, the Commissioner of Police recom-
‘mends the use of small portable Pumps with leather hoses, the public wells being fitted with crbsa-

bars and wheels. w trucks for the water casks, and the use

_ _ He also recommends the provisien of 1o
B - of small pumps, such as are used in distilleries for pumping liquor from one cask to another, for -
8. The Governor in Council will be pre- .

- the purpose of filling the engines from the water cagk
atus of the description recommgpded on

ey

covw e gi D0

%3

R

- pared to consider the expediency of “procuring appar
* being furnished with designs of the pumps and estimates of their cost. It is understood that the
.+ Commissioner ig now-engaged in making further inquiries on the subject,
: 6. The Government sanction
men engaged in extinguishing the late fire at the Bankshalls.
; MUY e (True Extract.)
T : . - :

FITHTO

: the disbursement of the sum of Rupces 250 in rewarding the
- Police and bost
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