


Juprciat DEPARTMENT.
No, 182,

Tue Hoxonasee Sia C. H. SCOTLAND, Kxionr,
Chief Justice of the High Court of Judicature at Madraa.

Hosoname Sin,
I am directed by His Excellency the Governor in Coancil to address you regarding the
anoual adjournment of the High Court and the Courts in the Provinces.

2 Last year the High Court adjouracd on the 15:h Auzust, whereas most of theCourts in the
Provinces ba! adjourned some months earlier, sand were open fur business while the High Court
was closed. This arrangement, it appsars to His Excelleacy in Council, must be a very incon-
vealent one, and must seriously impede the administration of justice in the lowsr Courts, especis
ally in those casos in which trials have to be referred to the High Court, and in Appesls agniost
the seatonoes of Criminsl Courts. Moreover, the time selccted for the High Court aljourament
was sa inconvenient tme for Natives having business before the Court, and for the Native Minise
terial Officere.  lu this part of ladia, the month of M vy, both on sccount of the great heat, and
owing to its being the month in which Native marriages are usually celcbrated, has always been

corsidered Use most convenient month for the

® 11 has haom gamrtained, o8 refervmor Lo the Ganelie, that 1 - . . =

5 the yours | 868 gnd | 081, the ad jourmment of the Mol grail closing of the Courts,  May,* as you are aware,

Conrte in mu— posmeniod betwncs the 3od apel  was one of the two months during which the
¥,

R late Sedder Court annuslly adjourned. The
Goversor in Council thinks it very desirable that the former arrangement in this respeet should
be reverted 1o, and also that the closing of the Cuurts throughout the country should be simul-
tancous. | em divectod to request that the subj ot may roceive your early consideration and
thet of your collengues, and that you will be good enough to state, for the information of His
Execlleney in Council, what arrangement you propose making,

3. 1 am tondd that the Governor in Council kas now before him an application from the
Honorable Mr, Frere for three mooths’ privilege leave from the 12th April next, Mr. Frere states
that be has not had privilege leave since 1854 ; and dhould it appoar from the report of the
Civil Paymaster that Mr. Frere is eligible fur privilege leave, the Goverameat will be disposed
to grant it, provided that the asnusl adjourement shall bo included in the period of such leave ;
and that Mr, Frore's absence for one month in addition to the adjournment will not cause any
serious inesuvesience in the despaich of business in the Wigh Court; on which latier poia,
the Governor in Council would wish to bo favered with your ?inian.

I have the bonor to be,
Fosr Suxr Geonor, : Honorable Sir,
12th Fobruary 1504, Your most obedient Servant,

Red. J. Tulloch,
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