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Proceedings of the ﬁiqdras Géve}'dﬁze’nt,x.fzidicial Department,
5th- December 1864, |

o

No.28. " Read the following letter from F. S. CHILD, Esq., Session 'Judgb_ of
Cuddapah; to A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Chief Scerctary to Govern-’
ment, Madras, dated Cuddapah, 24th November 1864, No. 60.. ’

I have the honor to, forward copy of the Calendar No. 66 in which two prisoners.

Annoomoola Sashegados, and Lutchigadoo were tried and convicted on a charge of ™

gang rio“fil;_ery and murder by me, with the aid of Assessors, and also of the Calendar
No. 1 SﬁéinzwhichA prisoner Wudda Buttoola Chinna Yerikalawadoo was tried by a
Jury, and convicted of being one of a gang of robbers under Secction 400 of the
Penal Code, together with the copies of cevidence 1n each cése. ’

‘2, If the evidence in this.il,gt‘ter_gétse be true, the conviction in the former -

case was wrong. T e

" '8. The first casc Awas_.'zi' pec‘ﬁfliqi one, [the evidence rested entircly on the
r%fatcmcnts made by the murdcr(f,dl m'a_n when fully aware of his danger, and yet
most fully in his senscs z_md_ calm. " The reasons why Tattached such great weight to
his evidence is given in the Calendar, and thercfore it is unnecessary to repeatit, The'
fact that some of the neighbours liad ‘put up the roblers to attack the house they

did, is confirmed by the evidence in the present case; but it appears that the dececased

* was misled by a remark made by the robbers into supposing the parties he aceused

wéfe'pr'cscht.""‘-k" ST T i ot cee :

4. Tho witnesses in the present cise are approvers, an objectionable species
of witnesses, but almost the only obtainable evidence in gang, robberies, and when
carefully sifted the most rcliable.  These two men were very closcly questioned by:
the J ury on minute points of which some of the Jury were themsclves aware, and,
they were by tlfaf; ‘con‘\_'r[in(‘zcd‘that the men were really speaking the truth, They~
positively swear that the men formerly convicted by me were not present. The reason,
aiven by the first witness for the mistake of the deceased is this, that just at the

*time of thic fight the third witness,also of the gang called out, Mama (srx~) Las fallen,
an exprdssion, he says, the villagers used to-apply to the deceased, but which was in
this case applied by third witness to a robber who was cut down by the deceased;
very possibly this may have been the reason why the deceased convineed himsclf
that some of his neighbours were prescnt, and that he had scen the two he named;
but any way these men positively swear it was Mohudecngadoo, the notorious
leader of the gang, who stabbed and killed the deceased, and not those I convicted.
When the Jury, and they were a remarkably intelligent Jury, had convieted

the prisoner in No. 159, I asked them what was their opinion regarding tlie pri-,
oforc convicted, and they gave it as their decided: opinion that their:: -

soners b
‘conviction was wrong. .

5. Nothing, I think, shows more the great difficulfies,attending the trial of
.ﬁrisoners accused of gang robbery, bt}f, I\tako no bla;ne tg myself for convicting the
men I did, and under the same circumstances should do so again. If a Judge were
to allow every prisoncr to escape in cases of gung robbery, in which there was
a possibility of erring, considering of what nature evidence ix, no onc would be
punished at®all, for gang robbory. is such a peculiar crime that there is invariably

—
3

less evidence in those cascs than in any other; and in an utterly lawless District like

this, one is compelled to be satisficd with- less perfect evidence- than in a.more
civilized community. X : '
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Govcrnm in Couneil,

: No 20, " To the Honomble Sir C, II SCOTLAND I\nwht

e e R ) S LT T [N
A

Praceedmn's of ﬂze ﬂ[adras Government Judicial Depm tment e
o - " 5ih December 1864

f
6. Under the abowe clroumstanceﬁ

I have the honor to recommend that o
pérdon should bo granted to tho abme mcntxoned Dbrisoners by Ilis Exce

Chicef J ustico of tho

ort Samt Goorge .)th
D\,cembcr1864 No. 1732, A

H1gh Court of Judicaturo at Madras, datod 1‘
“I am directed by His Excellency the

lleney. pho .

Govcrnor in Couuul to requcst tsmt the -
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