


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
11th February 1864,

No. 64,  Read the following letter from Captain F. NELBON, of Siddapore and Peddacherco;
10 the Honorable A. J. ARBUTH NOT, Chief Sccretary to Goverament, Fort Saint
, Grorge, dated Biariooby, 22ad January 1564,
Adverting to the unoossing sccounts of the destruction of human life by tigers at Singapore,
I have the bosor respectfully to suggest & wode of dealing with them which I bave no doubt
would prove a complete succers, *
2. Boffiloes or bullocks should be picketted in the most likely cross-paths in the jungle. As

-

#008 o8 ope was killed and any part eaten a tea-spoon full of Birychnine should be inserted undes
the flap of the skin pext the part eaten.

© 8. 'The skin should bo raised with & baboo kuife like a paper-cutter, snd 4 human hand
shoald toueh no part of the carcase, »=1 one persen only spproach to jusert the poisos: a walcher
in a tree would koep the vultares off Ll sunset, when he would quit the place,

4. There is somothing repugnant no doubt in having recourse to poison, but if it is troe
that the jéngle at Singapore is of that natare that there is no getting st the tigers, I see no other
way of killing theem.

5. | bave tried Surychoine only on one occasion. I was about to leave Biarlooby for Enge
land is 1800, when & tiger killed one of my largest Nagpore buffaloes which had strayed from the
cattle sheds during-the night into my garden : part of the rump was a8 usual easten, Not wish-
ing to leave the tiger alive during my absence, and there Leing no moon, | inserted a tea-spoon
full of Strychnine under the flap of the skia, noxt the part eaten, and posted & watcher to keep
the birds off during the dsy. Next morniog it was reported to me the tiger had eaton the
poisoned part, but was not 19 be found. 1 went to the spot and found him within 6fty paces of the
baffaloe, stone dead.

6. The vultures, crows and kites had been eating freely of the buffsloe from dsy-light to
TA wu, and & few weore lying ebout, snd the smpoundiog trees were full of them ; the spot wes
within sight (rom the upper room of my house, and 1t was strange Lo seo these gorged birds drop-
piog off their perches aed falling like rips mangoees, while others slowly flew up from the carcase
and took their places, to fall in their tarn when this terrible poison bad done its work.

7. This was going on the whole day ; the tiger must have eaten ncarly all the poison, yet
encugh romained to kill ovef twenty vuliures and crows, which with the carcase of the buffuloe
and tiger | burned that evening.

B, The dreadlcl potency of this polson seems the great objection o using it ; as a whole,
hecatomb of valtures, crows, juckals, and dogs will perish on each occasion : and one is not quite
sure that the mischief will end thers. Bt this objection is as nothing when weighed against hune
dreds of human lives,

9, One wan-eater st Ramgherry noar Bangalore many years ago was supposed to have killed
vix hundred people in ten or twelve yoars. I have kaown ber kill thres men in two days when she
Lln-l.ln'\m

10. | should think Rapoes 400 would cover a'l expenses, and rid Singapore of tigers for a

couple of years to come. .

No, 65, Oroex vaeszox, 11th Febroary 1564, No. 173,
Thé Governor In Council directs that a copy of the foregoing lotter be forwarded to the
Governor gf the Btraits Settloments, and that The thanks of Government will be conveyed to
in Welson for his useful suggestion.
gt (Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT,
Clief Secretary,

No. G6.  To the Governor of Prince of Wales leland, Malaces and Singapore, dated Fort Saint
Gecrge, 11th February 1864, No, 174 :

I am directed 1o tranemit 1o you & copy of a letter, dated 220d ultimo, in which Captain

F. Nelson, of Siddapore and Peddacheroo in this Presidency, has communicated & suggrstion for

eMecting the destraction of Tigers, with reforcace, as he states, 1o the * uuceasing secounts” of the

loss of buman life from the atiacks of Tigers st Siagapore,
(Signed) A. 7, ABBUEE’OT.

Exd. J. Tulloch,




R

W




L Dled, 90

-1

b
4ol

"

e = S

»

vLY
-

%
.
Pl
¥







	Image00008
	Image00009
	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012

