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Proceedings of the iadras Government, Judwml Deépariment,
2nd November 1864.

No. 21, Read the following letter from W. ROBINSON, Esq., Inspector General
of Madras Police; to the Ionorable A. J. ARLUTHN OT, Chief Secretary
to Government, Fort Seint George, dated Madras 215t October 1864,
No. 21C5.

Gezeral Department.

I have the honor to sulimit the accompanying Extiact from the Diary of the
Superintendent of Police, Tinnevelly.

2. He reports that the Summonses issued for the tial of petty criminal cases,
by the Head Assistant Magistrate, and by the Sub-Magistrates within his range, are
being served by Revenue Peons and others.

5. The Summonses so directed and served do not pass through the hands of
the Police, and will not appear on my Registers, and thus their number will be
excluded from the periodical review of Government.

4. T think that the practice thus brought to notice defeats to acertain extent,
the intention of the Law and of Government. It must lead to an wnobserved con-
tinuation of those abuses which are now atiracting the attention of Government.

5. The Police Act, Section 32 of Act ‘{XIV of 1859, as it originally stood
provided—following heve 2 and 5, Vie. Cap. 47, Sec. 12—that “all Summonses,
“ Warrants, Scarch Warrants, W.nmnts of Commitment for trial, or orders for the

“ pseort and conveyance of Prisoners, and all other Processes 1ssued by any Officer
“in any criminal proceeding, shall he directed and delivered to Officers of the
“ Police alone; and such Processes shall be served and executed by them and none
“others.” - ' . :

6. The avowed object of this Government was, by this provision, to substitute
a properly controlled and disciplined hody for thathost of unwatched and irregular
batla and Revenue Peons, who, under the old system, harassed the’public, and levied
contributions under a quasi official authority as Policemen.

7. The Code of Criminal Procedure, Sec. 70, slightly modified this provision ;
It declaves that “a Summons shall ordinarily be gerved through a Police Officer 5"
but provides that under certain circumstances any other person may be soemiployed.
The civeumstances under which the rule may be- departed from ave, that “immedi-
i ate service he necessary, and no Police Officer be immediately available.”

8. Such circumstances can very rarely avise in dealing with petty cases of the
charactry instanced.  And a Magistrate should, I think ascertsin from the Police
Officer . 1 charge of the Station that there is no ono available, before an exceptional
procedme whi‘h is open to 50 many ‘obvious objections is adoptetl

9. I ventwre to solicit the early attention of Government to the matter ; for
if the practice he not checleed, we may find that under the pressure of the strnwent
orders annually issued by Grovernmcnt Sub- MagLstiates are, instead of rectlfpng
abuses, really reviving tho old irregular procedure; nid continuing to harass the
people unreasonably by an immoderate issue of Criminal Processes in petty cascs,
which will not be properly brought under observation. I am satisfied that if the
evil is to ho chee”ed, this irregular means of evading the exposwre which Police

C”’lah‘dtiOD S0 oﬂ ctun]ly secures must be put a stop to.

10. The Procedure by ought to notice is contrary to the spirit, and probably,

1 think, to the lctter of the Law,
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within any veazenable Lide v, il
useful adminisiration of ¢riminal Justico can reruive, may he ciiced d Ly 4l Police.
It is obvious that the Revenue Peons of the State should not 1o s ctuplonvzd, fF

orm connected with Revenue adimiuistration, thear namlig

showld be reduced.  Other PErsons, we may be assuved caned he so cuploved with- ' PROCEEDINGS of the MADR

vut making o living by it: and serious ahuscs st resulr,
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they have no duty to pert 23 GOVERNMENT.
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LExtract from the Diary of the Superintendent of Police, Tinnevelly. : ’ - L

“September 28th. A Armslrong save Qg

=3 A= L TN Ani- Y . . . .
(42 L Seb-Magisteates.) Le* has been issuing  Swionzes in Doty

) . 7 .
T Aseault, gbeze, Lo cases, 7 and having them served Ly Devenue : fos / L
) Peous and others ; that be and Lis Suly-3ai. _
trates have been doing this in order that they might not take the Police awey from theiv legit- : : -
mate duties,” e
2. "1 told bim that T thought the service of al] Sumoonses was the lezitinete duty of the ‘ S s T e
Police ; that unless it was absolutely necessary that Summonses should be served Hmedively, " -
znd where there were no Policcmen present, Summonses should not he wiven for serviee 1o gthers, o
He (Armstrong) considers that there are no Policemen avatlable, because ic tekes AV PR3 ‘
from other duties.” . L
3. 1 sheuld like instructions on this point. I don’t care who serves them 5 Lut unlezs they S e e AR
come through the Police we cannot keep a correct and fuitlify] Register of all Procesees issued.” , - s s
(True Extract.) = SR Ay ’
(Signed) W.. ROBINSON, _ ' - o o
Inspector Generel of Police. - K K o s

No. 22 ORDER TUEREOS, 2nd Novembey 1864, No. 1550, o 2 3
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The Governor in Connell concwrs in the opinion of the Tnryicctor Guneral of T // o '

Dalice, that grave objections attach to the }.)111‘0“('(:‘ o'f cmployving .Rc':c-mu;- Peons, A

and other persons, inserving eviminal Processes in eviminal cascs, ‘,-.'lnch,. (:X(:’.*l,‘t undor : C

very exeeptional circumsiances, shauld Lo served ]"!}' .fh‘-‘ Poh.ro. His ]"3’*”’“1]“‘?1‘".\-" . Ve

1 Council divects thatall Magistrates of Districts wiil issue stringent orders against :

the practice Leve veferved to. . e
rue Lixiract. ¢ e
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