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Proceedings of the BMadras Government, Judicial Department,
' 2nd November 1864, ° /

s

No. 19. Reed the fo]-lowing letter from W. ROBINSON, Esq., Inspector General
of Madras Police ; to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Sccre-
tary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madr 5 )
1864, No. 2118. . 5 15t October

General Department. ‘
1 have the honor to submit, for the consideration of Government, the accom-

sq  DODRYING correspondence.” The facts it
relates to are as follow.

9. A murder occurred ab Avady in the Madras District, and o post moriem
examination of the corpse was necessary. The Superintende]it twice requested the
s et S Allen Deyson, 2Dy of L. As Medicalt officer at Poonamallce to con-

British Forcein Madical charge, duct tho examination. Thishe refused to

# From Superintendant ol Polics, Madras District, dated
Octobor 1864, with thres cneclogures

do, 0s he recerves no calary for Medico-legal Inquiries. The Zillah Surgeon was on

leave, aud had he Teen athis station, Chingleput, tho corpse could not have reached
that place beforo decomposition was too far advanced to admit of useful examination
The corpse remained without Medical examination, and it is not improbable that

a failuve of justice will be the conscquence.
5. The point on which T would scek thoe orders of Government 1s, how far sueh

officors shall aid the course of justice in suclt cases ? :
4. The law is clear. The ¢ Civil Surgeon” is the Medical officcr who must
examine the corpse. Seetion 161, C. C. P But i1 this comntry we should have the

power of obtaining the nearest Medical aid in the cxamination of corpses and wounds

likely to becone the subject of judicial inquiry.

5. I would, therefore, rocommend that every Medical officer, not tho Civil Sur-
geon of the District, be allowed o fee for such duty. .

6. I will not venture to nane the amotmt; but will merely mention that 202
murders occured in 1863, a very small portion of which only would ever have come
\within the condition above proposed. - )

Trom Ceptain 11 D CLOLTE, Superintendent ol Police, Madras District; to W. ROBINSON |
2LININS Ay

JRETS P
No. 308,
I have the honor to br

decm fit 1o tuke of it.
9. A case of murder waa reported this morning nour A'vﬂdy, ‘T immediately wrote and

edical officer here to oxnmine the body, his reply (marked A) I beg to enclose
roceeded to this station, and represented to the Medienl officer that the Civil Surgeon of

ing the following civeumstances to your notice, for such notice us you

1 then p

the District was absent on leave;

for Civil cases ; and that the Medieal officer attached to the Cullectorate was a subordivate. not
iy

Lavieg any dissecting instruments; requesting him again to exumine the body, which was fast
decomposing, his second reply (marked B) 1 ulso beg to enclose. On receiptolit, Isent the body
to the Medica) oflicer st the Mount, with instructions that if he refused to examine it, to send it
as @ Justresource o the Medical oflicer ubrached to the Collector’s Cutclierry. | ean only remark
that such want oi zeal on the part of a public officer, and in a case of this Kind, is likely to lend
Leing defeated 5 the Medical officer hiare refuses on every occasion 1o exa-

to the ends of justice
1 any Medieal aid whatever, even o cick Police oflicers belonging to this

nine wounds or affurd
wheres the Medical oflicers of the Mountand Pulaveram, who like himself are not remu

y mive us tho bencét of their Medical knowledge.

on reaching the Monnt was in such a decomposed state, that the Medical oﬁicér
could not examine it his Memorandum (warked C)1 bgg 10 enclose; thus it will bo seen that in
the event of the prisoner withdrawing his confession, a murderer will be let loose on the world
the Medical officer at Poonamallee refusing to examine the body, before it became’

stabion;
perated, invarinbl

3, ‘I'he body

+
owing to

decomposed.

Iuspector Genera) ol Police, Madras, dated Poonaullee, 3rd October 18G4, -
N . 3

that the Medical officer at tho Mount received mo vemunoration



Pr oceea’umb of the Umh as Government, Judicial Depuriment,
4

2nd November 1664

-

A.
From Stoff Assistant Surgeon A. BRYSON, ». p.; to Captain H. D. CLOLTE, Superinten-
devt ol Police, Madras District, dated 3rd October 1864,

In reply to vour note just received, I beg to stato that, as my appointment here is purely
Military, 1 canuot comply with your wish, I receive no salary for Civil cases or Medico-legal
inquiries; but [ uaderstand that thereis a Medical officer atrached to the Collectorate at Syda~
pett, and also n Medical oflicer at the Mount in receipt of Police salary.

N
From Sl Assistant Surgeon 4. BRYSON,]:).{. p.; to Captain IL D. CLOLTE, Superiaten-
dent of Police, Madras District.

I Lizve just received your second note relative to the murder near Avady, and beg to snguest
that, whoever is performing the duties of the Civil Surgeo, “ o whom the body, stricily speaking,
should be sent,” might be communicated with on the matter. awever, us thore are three Medieal
officers at the Mount, you may boable probably to obtain the serviees of sora:of them il nog, there
are Civil pracutioners in Madras; but as I have no- hmg whutever to do wi i1l cases of thisnature,
1 muse still decline having anything to do with this ore, '

c.
No. 18,
MEMORANDUM.

The urdersigned begs to repurt, in refercuce to letier received this day, duted 3rd Ocluber,
from Head Quarter Inspestor of Police, Madras District, that the hady therein referred to is in so
far advanced a state of decomposition that ho feels quite unable to answer the inquiry as to how
the woman msy have met her death,

(Signed) J. PETERKIN. m b, F. . C. 5., Surgeon 2Mojor,
SarxT TrOMAS MuunT, :
3rd October 1864,
Fo the Head Quarter Inspector of Police, Madras Distyict.

No. 20. Orper THEREON, 20l November 1864, No. 1559,

The Governor in Council approves of the sugaestion of the Inspector General
of Police, that the nearest Medical oflicer should be yequived to examing corpaes and
wounds likely fo become the subject of judicial inquiry, Medical officers not Tolding
the olfice of Civil Surgeon of the District reccivine o foe for suelt dufv.

2. The Prineipal Inspector Generul, Medical Depariment, will prepare a rule
on the subject for the approval of Government, providing thevein for the amount ot
rate of fee to be allowed. It should be stated in the rule that corpses and wounded
persons are to be talen to the Medieal officer’s station in all possible cascs, in order

Tt 3
that he may not e tuken away from his™ regular duties except o a very prossing

EIIergency.

3. The Governor In Counedl 1s constrained to observe that Stalf Assistant Sur-
ceon Drysom has, I the course taken by him in the matter, which forms the subject
of the Inspector General’s letter, shown Limself very udifient to the duty which
devolves on every member of the community to render his servives when required
iu furtherance of the ends of justice.

("True Lixtract.)

(-'/11.".‘. (' YA .—.J ¥ .
LAy J-LL)L(.{',?‘J/.
T o the Inspector Gieneral of Police. )

Principal luspector General, 3edical Depariment.
alilitavy Department.

Ia Medical clharge Native Deteil Hospital,
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