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- " Proceedings of the’ Madras quégjz17zent, Judiqz'ﬁl Department,
L. .o 28th Seplember 1864,

-

© No. 221, -TRead the following letter . from D. I, CARMICHAEL, Esq., Agent to

U the Governor, Vizagapatam ; to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chicf
. .Becretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Vizagapatam, 22nd

. August 1864, No. 243." o T S
On tho evening of the 27th' July I "reccived a letter at this place. from the Sul-
Magistrate of Gunapur in J eypore, reporting the murder on'the 23rd idem of the
Inspéqtor of that station, Mir ITusscin, and four - Constables by certain people of the
- -Sowrah hill tribe, at Puttasinghi, a place in the mountains, about 18 miles from Guna-

' pur.,

"

2. Licutcnant Porteous, Assistant Superintendent of Police, is stationed at . .
Parvatipur, which is 40 miles from Gunapur, but it happened e was on leave, aud
"thbugh,tl’le‘ Superintendent (Captain Galbraith) and I proceeded with all possible -
expedition, wo did not reach Gunapur till the 2nd instant. On the same day, Licute-

nant Porteous, who had in the meantime rejoined from leave, came up from Parva-

. ' - - E
“ T s

. 3. When the Inspector was murdered, there remained at tho Gunapur. station *, "
some dozen men only,” and the greatest possible alarm prevailed lest the Sowrahs -, .+ -
- should-pour down from. the hills ‘and‘lootpthe town. Fortunately théf"’fSub‘-Magis’»: L
trato, Yemmada Narsing Rao, is a person of considerable cnergy and judgment, and .0

' A

S he lost no time in ealling in the Constables from tho Khond Talugs of Godaveryand. ~ ...

o : Bissemeuttack (where thero zi,fe*ioéWerfuI Urja"c'hiefs, Qiiifd competent to take care 7 v

of theinschjes) and in indenting on the nearest Telugu Zemindais of i\"izagaﬁﬁtaﬁi fo’igi"'_ N
two or three Companies of Paiks.  The Ganjam Assistant Superintendent of Police - - - « -
at Purla Kimedy: at the same time furnished 50 men; so that the towns-people becamie - .
~quickly - re-assurcd,” and- the bazarmen opened their shops once mere. - Our own - -

reinforcement.of 60 men whicli we got together, half from the Reserve, half by drain--~ -

- ing tho _]o{ver Talugs of the District, did not arrive till the 5th August, instant. We - .

K

patam is perhaps the least favored in the matter of réads.

¥ 4. The first question, on our arrival was, “ How did the affair arise ?”” The second,
“ What course should be taken?” = | T

are now in the south-west monsoon, and of all Districts in the Presidency Vizaga-

I have had occasion in my. Anmual -.J eyiworc Répoi'ts to make mention of - the
Sowrah, hill country. It lies to tho east and north-east of Gunapur, and belongs for
. the most part to Jeypore; certainly all the wilder portion is Jeypore; but some

‘»‘%ﬁ“ | Villagés_ to'the south own the jurisdiction of Purla Kimedy. ' It. was never visited

. by the Meriah Ageney, the Sowrahs, it was supposed, not being addicted ¢o the p?rac-“ L

. tiee of human sacrifice or infanticide. : Little or nothing is known of it, Like other

- mountaincers in a primitive state, the Sow rahis contain a large element of the lawless
and predatory classes: Burglary by night.in small parties of two and three, and cattle
- lifting (both with the ‘abetment of the lowland Pariahs) were the principal erimes,
These wero conimdnly carried out by stcalth; but the thieves were always armed and
readily used their weapons to effect a safe retrcat with their plunder into the hills, -
< In the ‘cm_u's‘p of my first ‘tpul:,‘ I ostablished 4 post of 20 Constables, being all
we had to spare, at Jalteru, at the foot of the hills, about cight miles from‘Guna,pur.

One or two important captures werc made, excroplary punishments followed, and a R
PR ' - * ¢ . . ' . ! i ' .

[

e .

) [P — - re g -

[N e o - [y T
r Polfa s DN LRSI s £ o o e AT ST pe s DT T DT R

T N seas e by eventyi
; ' . ' o ﬂ.‘_‘lﬂ/;/Z



o YT T=a

[
H

U - -

o A enmesamtbort e
b desmet e s e ¥ e R A7 g .

‘o " Proceedings of the Madras. Government,: Ju,dz'c;'ali Department,

e - I e e e S L T
s e bt b o e htn e e P SA N g AR S L A S T R R e
——— . L

- 28th S‘ép;exmber.l86 Lo

e APt

et

4

%
3

3

considerable éhéck to crime Was the ,conscciuenc‘?- At my néx_iivisit L was pleased’
to find ‘that a weekly fair had been established at Jalteru, and after meeting the -

" heads of several Sowrah villages there, I proceeded with Captain Tennant, the Deputy
. . Inspector General of- Police, some miles further to a village at the top of the first

'Ghaut, and there interchanged gr'éethlgs,with'sevé;ml other headmen, amongst whom
was th,e Gomango or Petty Chicf of Puttasinghi. “These people came in only after

repcated invitations ; ‘but it was their first intercourse with Europeans and their

shyness was no more than was to. be expected. Each:headman brought a kid; a’ "

* Dasket of ‘plantain‘s or what not, received our presents in return and pdrted from: us
© . execedingly, good friends, Shortly, afterwards, owing to reductions in the Police

. - The Sowrahs waited till this was done,and then drawing nearlet fly

. torc off from a Constable's turban. Meanwhile, the Sowrahs commenced disely

Budget, the Jalteru s{qtion was brought down from 20"’00:1.2‘ .}mex(}.;, The “beat” to
- Puttasinghi; however, has been kept up. Tiwo. Constables have visited that place °
: éveiy "Sunday, and have been always received by the .G_Omﬂngo m a civil and cven
" hospitable manner.” He provided a meal for them, fI'O(.llle].lﬂy compelled the restora:
. tion of any stolen property which could be traced to his vlﬂagg, and députed a guide
to show them the way back. ~ Ce . ) LT

.5 Thus every thing prbmiscd “fair. We do not pretend to know 'much of the -
- ~country, far loss to carry out Police procedure in its integrity.. Striet injunctionwas .

" 1aid on all concerned to avoid collision with the Soxw}fghs in their fastnesses, the aim -
. and object of theagency being solely to protect the property in the lowlands, and not,
- "at all events, for the present, to penctrate into the hills to capture offendors, for which'
‘we have (ondihé,rily) neither men nor means. The populationin’ these Sowrah tracts
"is ostimated at-3000- fighting men, of whom. 700 are said (but the statemont is
probably exaggerated) to  be armed with matchlocks. - There is a strong feeling. of -
brotherhood amongst them; while unlike the Khonds, they manago their own affairs
without the intervention of Hindu “ Patros ;" so that there is no intermediate agency

directly availablo. between. ourselves apd a powerfu] race of very. grbs; savages. .

6. Tlowever, on the 23rd July, ultimo, it scemed good to the late Tnspecetor of.
Police, Mir. usscin, ah old Sibbandi, to’ go up. to Puttasinghi from Jalteru, with's
ol \}ving of 23 Constables, a;ld to arrest the Gomango. He had no warrant,f
nor was there any particular suspicion of.the Gomango’s -criminality : but of
" Jate therohad been an increase in.thefts, and the Inspector arrested him on '
the gencral charge that he was a notorious receiver.and Harbouret; and desired: him
to give up all the stolen .property-he- had in- his possession:. The old man replied
that he had:pﬁichaséd'nothing lately-but a buffaloe which he had-paid for in }jaddy,
and that if it had been stolen, he was willing to give it up, which he accordingly did.
The Iﬁspéct_or ‘then tied a rope to his arm- and took him aldng with him;  After
proceeding 8 short distance, the Gomango, cncouraged probably ’By sceine the
crowds of advancing Sowrahs, who came running home from their ficlds st ﬂxeoncws ;
of his capturc, refused’to go further, and' the Tnspector, now in great alarm. reloased -
‘him, propitiating him at the same time with a picce of red cloth, wlﬁéh'lu’) hastily -
- tore ‘ : - arging
their arrows, but at too great a distance to take effect.. The Constables wero toz

, much concerned. to bo steady and blazed away all their ammunition in a few minutes

avolley of arrows,
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- which killed or disabled the Inspector and four of his men: The rest of the party -
- ©- ity took to flight and six are still missing.*.-
. The next day, early, a party of Sowrahs

* One man has come in since.

,»)v caiﬁp ddwn and burnt the thatched hut which was built at Jalteru as the “ station.”
Nobody was in the Police lines but an old sick woman, the aunt of one of the Consta:
“Dbles, she was immediately put to death. ; -

7. Before leaving Vizagapatam, I teJegraphed the main facts to the Inspector -
" General of Police and requested him to communicate them to Government. Mr.

Robinson in reply telegraphed to the Ganjam Superintendent, who came down to.
. Kimedy with 200 men, and ultimately procecded to Callicote, a post about the same
" distance from Puttasinghi on the south, as Gunapur is on -the west, whenco he
wroto to me, offering to. move ‘up against the place if we marched against it.
" simultancously from our side. . - ‘ T '

8. T had then to determine whether'a éampaigli should be undertaken now or' -

postponed, and after considering all tlie information I could procurc as to the nature:
.~ of the country and theé’ character and resources of our -enemy, I decided without
" hesitation that it would be the height of rashness to attempt any wholesale offensive-

© moeasures at present. It is not only that the enemy is a strong and determined ‘one‘,’J

~ that the country is entirely unexplored and unknown, and that the Ghauts or.

succession of Ghauts we have to cross havo been strongly barricaded by the simplo

measure of felling. the trees on cither side of the path, but a Hill campaign in the
south-west .monsoon is a novelty so obviously calculated to result in disaster- and:
discomfiture, that it cntirely outweighs.the consideration (and a very important one
it is) of the expediency of aiming a strong blow, at ence when the authority of the

. Government has been publicly defied.. - |

9. I determined therefore, that it is advisable to-wait till the rains are over,
wlien such puniShmcnt as is called for can with certainty be‘ exacte‘d»; and I have
" come to this opinion with the “less. anxicty, because it is to be remembered that,
. “flipugh the entire Sowrah tribe has unhappily conféderated togethicr in open opposition

" fo-the law, this state of things has been mainly brought about by the want of judg-- -

ment; the misguided zcal or worse of our own officials. I say ‘ or worse,” because.
L.have reason to believe that the Gomango at his arrest was handled by our Consta-
Blos in a.manner in the highcst degree contumclious, and because a statement has.
¥ been made by credible witnesses that a short time ago the Police at Jalteru took in.
~ custody the son'of another Gomango, and kept-him prisoner fo.r seven c!ays without
. any just cause or“ pretext whatsocver. It is not thercf_'ore an }nsurrec.twn 1*f3sulting- .
" from an active spirit of disloyalty to the Govern.ment, hav%ng for its ob:;ect the
~ jndependence of the tribe, the remedy of.an alleged.gqncru] grievance, the hbcrty of .
, pract‘isin‘g certain cherished barbarous rites, or tho like, that Wc hav? to de:.d with ;.
but simply a sudden aud unpremeditated chullition - of clanish fcchng; which has.
* Deen evoked Ly certain mischievous procecdings of our own subordinates. * For

" the first 20 days. not’a Sowrah left the mountains. The entirc community scemed -

% to make common cause ; but, on learning that we woere not bent on a war of exter-
" mination, but would be content with the seizure of the actual delinquents, many of
them have scceded from the ranks of the insurgents; and itis probable (if- negotin-

¥
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-, General for the enlistment of 50 additional' men for the Gunapur T

‘ officers that the conspiracy was at last put down.
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o ;‘ tions arc well managed) that all will dosq avho are'i\iot too far committed by overt
. acts of violence. Already, before
* " publicly.to their allegiance.

T left ‘Gmiﬁ}mr, cight villages had returned
—. et 5.

A}
LI

‘ 10. What is proposed, therch'ré, is this: “to'keep a g'uard of 50 Constables
.and twice as many  Jeypore Paiks at Jalteru, the same foree at a place called

X " Dhimpur, and the same at Gunapur, and thus to hold our own till the cold weather,
. -when, if necessary, ulterior measures will bo enforced. - But I do not anticipate that |

* neeessity. I helieve it is in the power of the' Rajah of Jeypore, especially if he
. comos here in person (as I have desired him to do)to coerce these Sowrahs into sub-
mission with very little further trouble. If these rude tribes own fealty to any one,

© it is"to the Jeypore family, whom they style “Deos” and revere next to their gods.

Dy cxpress statute, by the terms of his Sanad, by ancient preseription, the Zemin-

" daris a chief servant of the State, bound on occasions like the present to give every
. - assistance towards the restoration of law and order, and in this case I doubt neither

- the will nor the ability, and intend to put Loth to the fest. Once cease to fccog‘nize

- and to act on this prineiple, and the Constabulary on these hills must be doubled
. and trebled over and over again, = - . ‘

11, We h:mz th'o names of 22 of the principal offenders, for whose appré.-

. hension T have proclaimed " rewards to the extent of Rupees 3400, as per
_cnclosed list, which I' trust will be-sanctioned. Tlope thatin'a short time the
“capture of some of these men may be effected by the Paiks’ under the stimulus of
the money offered. "If the leaders be captured, and the armis left Lehind by the
fugitive Constables restored, no campaign will be necessary. A fow capital exceu-

- tions carried out at Jalteru will bring the Sowrahs to their scnscs, and réstore {ho

country to tranquillity. Meanwhile, sanction has been received from th Inspector

joeneral tot TERE | aluq. Caro
“will be taken to enlist hill men only.” The dread of men from tl(}e Col:st

for this climato diédrganizcs or imperils all our proceedings. Of the Teluou men
we brought up, upwards of 60 at one time banded together, refusing to ;arrisonﬂ
Jalteru, and it was only by the greatest firmness and ¢t ;

~

| 12. When the threc posts above mentioned were taken up,
gapatam. Ileft Gunapur on the 18th instant after staying ’
Superintendent of Police will remain a fow d 3
stay on s short time longer. "He is not alon

~ 'Monro, is with-him on leave. '

Ireturned to Viza-
there 18 days. The
ays more, and Lieutenant Porteous will
¢. A brother officer, Licutenant Druid -

-, 13. The Superintendent of Police will ree
~ Constables for fhe usual pensions.
lowing gratuities to the heirs of thr
1t is necessary to cx
“official allics, ¥iz.,

ommend the families of the deceased ‘

I have the hionor to request sanction for thie fole

ce non-officials, who fell by the sid i

. 0 _ c1als, w > side of the Police.

plqm that the Inspector took with him to Puttasingli 40 non
. i . R =4 .- ~ K

1 I.)omtanam“(Hcad Paik) and 81 country Paiks,
‘The Gomango and seven Vettics of Jalteru,

An Arrack se < ' i ‘ :
» , mck eller, named humpa, and one Pariksha, an Interpreter,

act on the part of the superior E
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28th Seplember 1861,

o : ‘ ) ‘ When the skirmish waxed warm, all
* N.B.~The Taiks had little or no émmunition.

" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depurtment, 5

i

P . these assistants ran* away with the exeep- .

L et

tion of ‘

-4, Bunda, a Paik,

-5, Pariksha, the Interproter, -
. “6. The Gomango of Jalteru,

7 *1. The Doratgﬁmh, |
*2. The Atrack Seller, -
*3. Samo, a Paik,

who all stopped by the Inspector’s side till he was killed and the game was consc-.
‘quently up. The first three, marked* were then shot downand died. Ibeg ealjnestlyv:

to propose the following sums to their heirs, viz.,

(1)) To the heirs of the Doratanum, Rupees 500.° This man was of superior.

rank, and as is usual with his class he wore a gold bracéle.t and .othcr
ornaments valued at 200 Rupees, which are now lost fo his family.

(2.) -To the heirs of the Arrack scller, Rupees 200." He was taken up as &

good matchlockman, he had ornaments on to the value of Rupees 50.

.7 (3.) - To the heirs of Samo, Rupdes 200. Total to llfzil"é; Rupees 900. .
14, To the 4th, the Paik Bunda, I have presented a turban and cloth and

10 Rupees in cash (total Rupecs 14-4-0) for his gallant conduct generally, and espe-

cially for his firing into a group of Sowrahs, who had surrounded a Cdns@blé- One

*Sowrah fell and the Constable escaped. -~

"' To the 5th, Pariksha, the Interpreter, who besides his staunchness received two - -

" wounds from arrows, I have presented 20 Rupees; and the same to the 9th,~;the S :
Gomango of Jalteru, whose good conduct (he being a Sowrah headman) is particu-. .

larly note-worthy.

These presents were distributed in the presence ‘of a large concourse of Peons,
‘ Sanction is requested for the total.

. and will operate as an encouragement to bravery.
~ for presents Rupecs §4-4-0. ’ |

15, Finally, I beg to ask sanction for Rupecs o7 7-‘1-0‘, the sum disburs?d. to
the Telugu Paiks called oat by the Sub-Vagistrate, plus Ttupces 25 for ammunition

- for the matchlockmen co-qperating with the Police.” The services of the Telugg

Paiks were dispensed with, on the posts we have taken up being duJy garrisoned.

AR o " List and pdrliculdrs of Proclamation.
T e e ‘ B ‘ . . RS,
. The Gomango of Puttasinghi, his brother, the ringleaders...... veeseeses 2 at 500 eaqh.d
' "The Gomango.of Sogada, the three Gomangos of Boraigl, the Goman;:go
of Gundruma, and one Damma Gomango, all took an active partin ‘ Co
. the mufder..,. e e e e we 5at200each.
" Fourteen otherstngaged in the murder and in the firing of the statien. 14 at 100 each. .

'
« &4

| 7 Total.. " 8400 .
(Signed) D.F.CARMICHAEL, .

oo f - Agent to the vaer;}.or. ‘
‘N_O; 922, ¥ - ORDﬁR il}l;f:ﬁdﬁ, 28th Scptember 1864, No. 1425. . .

. In thé‘fo'r;:g;()ing letter the ‘Agént to the. Governor of Fort Saint George in.

. :Virlzagdpatam Las submitted his report on the outrage which.has rccently been com-
" mitted in the Sowrah Hill tracts, and which formed the subject of the l’roceedm‘gs: ‘

of ‘Gover“nmon‘t under date the 2_4thxultimo.
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¥

Ca 1£ ﬁppedrs thzit"011 the 23rd of July ;ldst, the Native Inspector of ‘1’0171'00
- stationed at Jalteru procecded to Puttasinghi, a Sowrdh village in the hills, accom-

- panied by 93 Constables, and therc arrested #thet Gomango or headman of

the village on the general charge that ho was a not(iri“(}’g‘s"re’g;éiy-er of stolen property ;
Lgd . - . B 2 e ¥ . . .

- that the Gomango on being. called upon to give np all'the stolen property, in his

. possession gavo up a buffaloe which he alleged he had.paid for, whercupon the In-

spector ticd a rope-fo his arm and took him along witfg“‘him for a short distance on

_the way to Jalteru, and then, sceing a ‘crowd of Sowrahs coming to .the rescuc,
released him; The Inspector and his party were thereupon attacked by the Sowrahs

" \whokilled or disabled the Inspector -and four of his. men. The rest of the party

took to flight, and five were still missing at the date of the Agent's report. On the

" following day, the station-house at Jalteru was burnt by a party of So'wrahs,' and

an old woman, the aunt of one of the Constables, was put to death.
P . .

3. Mr. Carmichael on hearing of the outrage procceded to Gunapuram, and
" after fully considering all the information he could procure, as to the naturc of the

country and the character and resources of the inhabitants, determined that it was

ot cxpodient to march a‘fg)rvce‘ ‘into the .Sow:ra‘h hills for the apprehe_nsibr} of the
" murderers of the Police until after the rains, ‘It is not only,” he obsery'es, “ that
* < the eﬁemy is a strong and determined-one, that the country is entirely uncxplored

* ¢ and unknown, and that the Ghauts or ‘succession of Ghauts we haveto cross have "
. Deen strongly barricaded by the simple measure of felling trees on cither side of

*“{lie path ; but a . hill _c‘a‘m'paign“ in the south-west' monsoon . is a novelty “so
. % obviously calculated to rosult in _disaster and- discomfiture, that it entirely out-
. ¢ weighs the consideration, and a very . important one it is, of the e;ipédiengy of
¢ aiming a strong blow at once when- the authority of the Government has been
¢ publicly defied.” " Mr. Carmichael . states that he has como to this ‘c‘(‘)nc‘lu'sion
. with the less’ anxiety, because the outbreak has been mainly brought: about by

~ the want of judgment, the misguided ‘zvoalj or worse of the .Polico Inspector, and

that “ it is not therefore an insurrection resulting from an active spirit of. disloyalty

. ¢ to tho Government, having for its object the independence of tho tribé, the remedy -
© ““ of alleged general grievances, the liberty of practising certain cherished barbarous

“ rites, or the like that we have to deal with, but simply a sudden’ and unpremedi-

. “ tated exhibition of clanish feeling which has been evoked by the indiscretion of
called upon the Rajah of Jeypore, whom the .

. “our own subordinatcs.” He has

" Sowrah tribes regard as” their Sﬁzémin, to exert his influence in procuring the
* apprchension of the, principal offenders, and has further proclaimed rewards amount-

. ing to Rupees 3400 for their capture, Meanwhile, he has placed a guard of 50 Con-

* stablesand twice.as many Jeypore Paiks at Jalteru, and a similar force at Bhimpur
The Agent applies for sanction to disburse gratuities, amounting

‘ the heirs of certain non-official persons, who accompanied the |
. Inspector and stood by him till he was killed and wero afterwardsshot down by the

quests sanction for presents amounting to Rupees 54-4-0, which .

t: and at Gunapur,
" to Rupees 900, -to

- Sowrahs. He'alse re

- he hasalready given fo three‘other persons who supported the Inspector, but escaped ;
<+and for authority for the disbursement of the sum of Rupees 302-1-0 paid to certain
- Puiksand matehlockmen, called out by the Sub-Magistrate, after the outrage took
- place. o ‘ ‘ | o

. sk ae e e At s = on =

e 2 AR o e et T %
PR S ——

F
e -
e e e i i v, e

<
s

¢

© Proceedings of the

281k Septem5er_ 1864.

4.  The Governor in Council will await the result of the proceedings taken by
the Agent as reported in his letter.» In a matter of this nature a large measure of”

discretion must be left to the 15@1,~"ofﬁcer, and the Governor in Council has every. -
disposition to place confidence: in “Mr. Carmichacl’s judgment. The Government

‘telegraph their sanction to the rewards offered and to the. . .

have already intimated by

gratuities dishursed and applied for by the Agent.

(True Extract.) * - S “ .

LA

T

© Secretary to Government:

v"I‘o the Agéﬁt to the Governor of Fort Saint George in Vizagapatam,”
-y Inspector General of Madras Police,” . ..

-y Accountant General,
- » . Civil Paymaster. '

" Exd. J. Tulloeh.

Madras Government, Judicial Department, 7
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