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No. 245. To the Secrctary to the Government of India, Home Department,
dated Fort Saint George, 22nd July 1864. No. 1111.

T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 22nd ultimo,

John Precman. No. 867, forwarding freelicenses for the

Robert West. : 1 (l 1 h rol (8]
Robert West . prisoners named in the marc.m, and t
William Vickery. state that the men have accordingly been
Thomas King.

embarked on the Steamer .drracan for
Moulmein, whence they will be forwarded to Port Blair, as soon as an opportunity
offers.

2. 1 am to draw attention to the ferm of the licenses, which, however well
adapted for use in the case of convicts in'the Calcutta Jail, is not suited to prisoners
in an inland Jail, like that of Ootacamund.

3. The license, as now drawn, allows the prisoner to be at large prior to em-
barkation without any conditions whatever.

The presumption, of course, is that a prisoner will not lightly risk the loss of
so valuable a privilege ; but a man who has for years been confined in a‘Jail, sub-
jected to severe restrictions, and cut off from all communication with others, may
prove uncqual to the boon of sudden freedom, and may yield to the temptation to
which restoration to liberty may exposehim.

Again, however well behaved a man Jmay have been in Jail, it is impossible to
say whether his good hehaviour has bee the consequence of reformation or of the
restthints of Jail discipline.

4. A considerable interval may clapse between the rclease of a prisoner at
Ootacamund and his embarkation at Madras, during the whole of which period he
will be free from all control ; and as the Heense contains no conditions to be observed
prior to embarkation, it cannot be voided by any act short of crime.

I am to submit that this is a very jundesirable arrangement, as well for the
convicts as for the publie.

5. If the present form of license is retained, it 1s very necessary that conditions,
.requiring good conduct and obedience to the instructions of this Government prior
to embarkation, should be entered in it, and that this Government should be free
without reference to Calcutta to select the ship in which the prisoner is to procced

- to his destination, and to decide when the license shall be delivered.

6. Dut the preferable arrangement, in the opinion of this Government, would
be to transfer prisoners under Secction 8 of Act XXIV of 1855 to the Andamans
and there give them their licenses. If this plan be adopted, all that would be
necessary would be an intimation from you that licenses await certain prisoners at
Port Blair, and that the Governor General consents to their transfer to that Set-
tlement under the Section quoted. This course seems, the more necessary as Section
10 of the Act evidently gives this Government no power of interference, until the
license is revoked formally by the Governor General in Council and a warrant
for apprehension, issued under Scction 11, ‘

$Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government,

Exd. J, Tullech.
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