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Proceedings of the Madras Goverument, Judicial Department,
8th July 1864.
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No. 79. Rcad the following letter from J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector General of
Jails; to A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Fsq., Chief Secrctary to the Government
of Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 6th May 1864, No. 746.

In acknowledging the Order of Government 26th April 1864, No. 591, in review
£ my last report on the European Jail, I have the honor to state that my reasons for
swing that ¢ Carpentry is a trade which cannot always be maintained,” and that
¢ Sawing cannot be conveniently continued within the walls,” are, in respect of Car-
pentry, that good work requirces a long training and skill, and that bad work will not
pav. This may, perhaps, be more intelligible wien I say that for Carpentry, properly
so called, such as could conveniently be done within walls, there is no demand ; that
the demand is for joinery and cabinet work, which alone can be conveniently done
within walls, and that this requires more skill than will ordinarily he obtained from
prisoners previously untrained.

2. Inregard to sawing, the remark I made inregard to carpentry more forcibly
anplies, namely, that it is not convenient to have large pieces of wood brought
in.” I may name another reason, which is that the cost of cartage is doubled
except for timber to be uscd on the premises, and another that, as we have found
since Vickery has been sick, the loss by bad sawing is considerable, and sawing
hard woods of large scantling well is no casy matter even with trained sawyers.

3. 1am by no means satisfied that it is expedient to employ prisoncrs in labor
that requires a full dietary,and 1 do not think it desirable to have a dietary vary-
ing with the employment. I have not only in respect of the European Jail been
of opinion that health, I do not say robust health, is better maintained by
modecrate labor and proportionate food than by harl labor and high feeding. Our
present dictary is not, in my opinion, calculated to sustain a/l on kard labor;
some might do a hard task on it, but the majority, and, among these, all who
bad any drain on their system, or functional derangement, would, at rcally hard
labor, require a higher diet than I consider desirable.

4. You will remember thatin England prisoners on such labor, as in Port-
land, are all accounted as at this hard labor, which necessitates extra food, and
I had it stated to me by perhaps the most competent authority in England, that
to this high feeding he attributed the insubordination, and risings of the prisoners.
I have already increased the dietary originally sanctioned, on which the prisoners
lost weight, by the introduction of ncurishment in a form that seemed least objee-
tionable, but which is sufficient fo maintain men in health and strength. IfI exact
continuous hard labor, I must increasc the diet to those so emploved, I cannot
employ all iy such labor, and I do not think it desirable to have varying dictaries
for prisoncrs of the same class in so small a Jail.

5. The Statement of work done in the period indicated will be forwarded
on receipt.

No. 80. OrDER THEREON, 8th July 1864, No.1008.
To be recorded.
(True Extract.)
’ J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government.
Exd. J. Tulloch,
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