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Proceedmg: of the JIadra: Government Judzczal Department.

1Chmchona. Plantations; to the Honornble A. 7. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to -

N | have the honor to solicit the favor of your bemg good cnouwh to subm't for the conndem*
tlon of Govemmcnt the desxrableness or. olherwxsc of remuvmg George Robmson ‘Sharpe, Eﬂq‘. -
. from tho - high judicial position ‘he now holds’ as Registrar' in’ !Ier Mu]estys High Court of -
Judlcature at Madi s, pending the trial of the charges brought against him ia. ‘that Court for.. .
the outra"e: pcrpeu'ntad by hlm, in tlie Court of the Subordmate Judgo at Ootacnmund on the

st lnd 5th of May 1863 as per Appendix ma.rkcd A

2, 1 rcgret much to trouble tho Government vpﬁn tlm. subjcct and in ' fact 1t was never .
my intention to do so, but from the communication in the’ Appendix marked B, C, 1 cannot

" to close against me the avenues to the High Court of .Tudlcature. * My.Attorney Ms. Ritchie on
T unavmdablo conclusion was amved at; subscquent.ly Messrs. Ritchis and: Sbaw against thie’

*‘marked C, the object of thu opinion viewed in cannéction with ‘Measrs. Ritchie and Shaw’ sh.tter.

rours to obtu.m Jumce.

Hr. Nesbxtt, in his endeavours to ghelter Mr. Sharpe from the pcnaltxes of the law. ‘The fear that
M Shn.rpe 8 bigh judicial position may enible him still to bring an ‘influence of a liko nuture 10

“ing the outrage Mr. Sharpe “has becn gmlly of in an: opcn Court of J'usnce, and’ hlmw\f a’
- hlgh Judxclal functxonar)'. renders it mcumbent lhat to: hun, ghould’ be couvew:d lho most

muntmn. SRR NI R R T

EIUR T R APPE\DIL ;\ - |

Substancc “of "the mmer o9 wi' c‘1 tl" nhcrment is to b' drnwn.., To bo put in. leg\l form b_y
Mcssn.,lllTCIIIE nnd SHAY, and premntod to the Grand Juty. : .

: That Georgo Robmmn Sharpe Laq., at prelent Actmg RBg‘lStmr of the H:gh Cuurt of

Judncnturo. Madras, did on or about the Ist May 1863, at". Ootacamund, Zdlah mebatnre n

“. " the Subordinate Court of Oom"amund commlt Criminal mumldalxon towards lhe coranmnanr.

;' ) o ‘William  Greham Melvor, by threatcnmg (in; spenkmg to- Lieutenunt Colone] White, of Her ©

MaJesty s 17th Lancers, who was thon presbat in the" Court, &5 ‘a complamant in° Cnmmal
chnrge) that ho the defendant would mdlct" the complamum MroMclvor ¢ for aldxng and -

S fand lssimng Mr. C: 8ylk, who was then. under trial on the ohnrge of the aid Licutcnam Culnnpl

White, und thcrehy commmed a0 oﬁ'enc- pu.msha.ble undcr Sccuon 503 of the Indmn Penal

Cocle.‘ _f RERE ) : P : T
Tb\t tho said defendlﬂt Lr. G R Sbarpc, d\d .lso at thu sm] nme, 11 p!a-e. nsa

mtendmg or, Lnowmg (lmt it w puld be lxkelv to provoLe hnm to ronnmt. a breacb of lhe pcwe. A

- use ofauch languagc dcfume the said Mr. Mclvnr, mtcndmg or Lnomng that such 1mput¢t10ns,
- _would harm his. reputation, lower him in public cstimation, snd injure Lim In his profession or
. calling, and thcrcby comrmtted an offece pumshuble undu’ Sectlon 4“9 of the: 1nd|an Peﬂnl

e

’ GQVemment Political Deparu:uent, M&dras, du.ted Oomcamund 13th June 1863, No. 1{. L

~his perusal of the papers forwarded me & legal opinion; in which' &' natural and- in fact an .

- epirit of my mstructlon- obtained and forwarded to me the unsolicited opinion of Mr. :Bransan, -

o

und the epirit in which thq are dra.wn, I feel 2s only mtendod to -dxeoouruge me m my. ende:t-- s

3. T'ho great comphcatlons ntta.chcd to thm case by the conduot oi’ the Sub—Judgc h:re,» .

'bca.r upon the’ case, and as 2 am. convlnced thas yuur IIunouLlo Gov emmcnt will ‘hold that view= -2 -~

eortam pumshmont for hu \'whtlon ot‘ that lzrv whlch he wu epemally bound to re«pcct and

nbcnlng the damncd Scoteh blackrruard » rcfernng 1lnereby to.the; ‘gaid’ Mr. ‘\lcl\or, lldlnn '.

’”lhe sud ]uuguuge with refercnc-a to the - said Mr. Melvor,. with, tho mtent\on of mnﬂtlna lum, TS

‘f":und therpb_y commnt.cd aD offtnce pumshable uuder Sccllon 504~ of ﬁ]e Indxa.n Pennl Code. e #
'3 "That the aid defendant Mr. G. R, Sharpe, did at the wid ume and P! m, also by the

R P ~ 0 22d June 1863 o o -l Ll

L»No. 2 Read the followmg letter from W G. MOIVOR E:q Supenntendent Government P

o
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divest my mind of sn impression that an influcnce has been brought to bear in ‘Madras in ordec . -
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P.m.ed 1ooked the plaintiff - Mr. McIvor full 1o tho face,” and I'CPN'«C(1 with emph””“ ‘ tho

1o be likely that such would provoke him § to commit & breach of the ‘peace, and . 1h¢"€by com:-
" mitted an offence punishable under Bection 60% “of t.he Indmn Peml Code, and cagmuble by
: ﬁm ngh Coun of Judxcature at Mndru, '

Coxmbetore, in the Snbordxnute Court of Ootacaraun

_injure him in his profession or m]lmg.

~of May 1863, while on his de
; ,_]lnguage, feleely and malicio

_ paused, IOobed the plaintiff Mr,
- reptile brnthlng, thereby int
; beheve thnt euch Impnuhonl

o this reapect “they must ne
mult hne the decmon of the Conrt.

Y Far mformatwn of Mmr: Rtlcbw ald Shaw

, djﬁ'en very much from the opinion of our ‘Mr. Ritchis fu

1
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Proceedmg: of the BIadra: Governmcnt Jud:caal Dcpartmcnt S
T 22nd Junc 1863 ', L w_ i

‘ PN

4. That tho md defendant lIr G. E. Shnrpe at the n.me place. on or ‘bO“t tbo 5th May

0»
1863 while on his defence of ehtrgel framed on the above tbrent, 1mpnunon| and langu&S

did falee\y, and mnhclonxly apeak of the plamuﬁ' the fo“owing words ** the action ofdlh: E’Z'ﬂ '
secutor arc no more to me tha.n those of the s the nlest reptxle breathmg. the defendan

vilest reptde breathing,” thereby mtentlona“y msnlung the p\amnﬂ |ntendlng or, knomng it

:‘, (ngned) W G MCIVOB.

Snbstance of the muter on whlch the Pldnt 13 to be drawn

; tnd putm 1ega\ form by Meme.
RITCHIE and SHAW,

Acuou Jor slandcr and defama.lwn—damagu to bc Iald al 20000 Rupccs
"~ That the defendant Geor

"
‘¢

ge Robmepn Sherpe, Elq., now Actmg Regutnr of the Hl“‘h 3
. Court of Judicature at Madras,

did, on or about the 1t May 1863, at Ootacamund Zillah

d, fe]eely spoke and published of the plain- =
ndict him for. aldmg and abelting the damned E
o believe that such’ imputa.tlons and language
im- m lho elumation of. others, 1mpnlr, und N
aot Mr. G, R.. Sharpe dxd at the samoe place, on or ubout the 511'\ L
fence of charges framed ' on the above’ threat,’ 1mputatlonl, and
ously 5P°k° of. the_plaintift the' follo-mg words, 5 the action of the 3
“ prosecutor are no more to me than those of the vilest reptile breathing,” ‘the defendmt then
Mleor fall in the face, and repeated with emphasis ® ¢ the vxleﬁ
eationally ininlting the phmtnﬂ and knowing or having tealon t°
would lower him in tbe eeumauon of othen. ‘
No*rn.—Tho ebove words

tiff, the following words, that isto say, “ [ would |
Seotch blackguard," ‘knowing or ha.ung reason t
would harm the reputation of the plamtlﬁ‘ lowet h

2. That the said defend

v ila. o otho vilest. repule breathmg dthough :poken in a course -

e evidence or ‘tevelant to the .matter in issue; but
I bold they are lchona.ble ‘Should you, however, differ with mein .
verthelm fo

m e P“t °f the plamt a3 lhu ue.pomt upon WblchI

| 10tA Juu 1863. \

spoken with express mnlwe.

o ‘ (Signed) w G MCIVOR

Sohnlore, Hadzae

e g ._‘_MAgiA’,,’s‘,lJ‘Jﬁ"ua‘18(‘33. :
PR T APPENDIXB e T
'.,’,.DunSm, e : i
T 1oumlrmm SHARPE T e e
Encloned is t.he opmion of l[r Branson on’ the caso

3

lnbmxtted to bxm on your bebn\f- ‘_ It \
rnuhed to you aome timo back, but 83 ;
: our profewonal ru]es reqnlre us to submit to the opmion of Conasel evon. ‘when they clash mth i
our own, ‘We must in punnance tbereof adme yon to demt from a.ll funher measures. “8“‘“'? ‘,
:‘Mr ShafPe ' b e
? o o ’ e v., L ..h't" .; .. - , o We ue &&. o - ..‘ s 7 .b, ;
o RIS S (Signed) RlTClIlE & SHAW. S
v WGMcIVOR E:g,_,‘ S
ER R Ootacauund. o
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tion.
neceuanly resalt on & convic

f a nominsl ﬁne-
the pomblhl.y o
both There is

-~ dictment W°“1d n

T edic tment,
- the Madra: Governmcnt' Judze:al »Dlepfn" menty.
‘Pmc“d_’"g' Qf - 922nd June 1863 R L

. , APPENDIX C.. - ed thu case. Verbﬂ] slnnder
’ ’ . be maintaived in
. Civil action can
33 oplmon the.t no
" am clearly 0

ffocts .
ﬁ'enco or whenita
utes the c3mmission of au mglcta:‘ljt o Hen'tho Tleged slander.
is ectuonlble only where it I:I?allon and special damage is the re

u—ade or oCc
the party in his

ted that it spplied to
n to the Criminal law, end it is no:.:g::l'tcd nor mdeed 00“1‘1 B
does not mlP“te xiy ofence knz:cnpltiou or that B“Y 590‘”‘1 d&mag L
his business or . ceedmg o
‘Mr. Mclvor in 1 in gny Cu'l pm ,
- ‘a.ny such soggestion be m:;leer therefol'e thnt Mr. Mclvor w:::g cf:;“e. |
v an :
T bave no doubt wha 41 advise him against adoptiog &7 f Section 499 of the Penal Code
S tbat he might institute, a0 dmg' no doubt the terms 0 e{:499 and explanations No. 4 -
A Asto Cnmxn&lnllim;‘:er’ thing ; but reading Sections
h to grasp °
are wide enoug

~ 2adly.

ly to mere o
Code should app y
vhother it was mtended that tbe Penal
much qnemon
together I very

abuse.

he -
tl dechred t.hat
d The defendant Mr Sharpe has most distinctly
that it does.
.But granting

l leﬂwd

Mr. Sharpe's defence - -
idence out of the. queauon for s ;n‘:;:‘;“:% 1ntend 10 lPP‘! the -. .-
to him. Putting the better C;’: :‘:m‘“y in 30 many words eaye _
t he
gl.HltVe bo

'3s, not simply not

them
rds to you, and I did not so use or apply
offensive words

‘v T ho
Ml‘

d the trial
rtain. But woul

dings—s great deal of ndlcule.t;h:tt:e:“ i dmnce of anacquittal.
- her Procee i 03|]b16 to say tha

mu‘t Of &ny furt It 1. mp

ruonment or ﬁne or
hat would be the punuhmentt It mny be 1mp 8
what w | o ;
PBut granting & conviction,

ise i . tho
‘ ! d fa.ma.hon nnder
k it open | to doubt whether mere e.buse is *“ do
bole I think 1t
. Upon the w
n.
ily result inaconncuo » ,tMr Shupe
e‘”"‘m‘y : roceedmge by mdxotment agnm BRANSON
tfx fore do not ndvme any p (s,gned) . W |
I ere v
S (Tm COPM) (Slgned) W a. lIoIVOR. .

‘__.__

—— . 975, - ~
Onnt.a 'muuou, °2nd Jnne 1863 No

o s :'d - .

ment I»1‘° surpnié o
b v = is wholly inldmumble a.nd the GOY@TD e
. NO- 9‘2' s .'t contmnedm thulgt::ruclvor- ¢ (S ed) J. D SIM. . N J
The \-eque n m‘de b’ lgn Gov‘rhﬂ”‘- ;:
ald baveb’e : s.mtary to RN

thnt it gho
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