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" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
9th June 1863.
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No.71, Read the following letter from the Honorable R. 8, ELLIS, c. B., Acting Magistrate
of the Madras District; to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary
to Government, Judicial Department, Fort Saint George, dated Saidapet, 12th May

1863, No. 30.
I beg to enclose a copy of a letter received from the Joint Magistrate of this District, and
request the instructions of Government.
9, It seems to me that the proper course was for the Civil Surgeon to have provided for the
proper guarding of the Lunatic while under observation, and to have made out a Contingent
Bill for the cost of the keeper or keepers, against the Magisterial Department.

From W. S. HOOPER, Esq., Acting Joint Magistrate of the Madras District; to the
Honorable R. 8. ELLIS, c. B, Acting Magistrate of the Madras Distriet, dated

Chingleput, 1st May 1863, No. 38.

A man who is supposed to be of unsound mind was forwarded to me three days ago by the
Sub-Magistrate of Streepermatur. I immediately forwarded him to the Civil Dispensary, and
requested the Zillah Surgeon to furnish me with the Certificate required by Act XXXVI of
1858, after he should have formed his opinion as to the state of the man’s mind. The Zillah
Surgeon informed me that he must decline to receive the man into the Hospital, unless I could
furnish a guard for him. I accordingly issued a Warrant to the Head Constable, for his d-ten ~
tion. Tam now informed that there are two Police orders regarding Lunatics, one of which
prohibits a Lunatic from being admitted into the Station house, and the other prohibits any
guard from being detailed to guard him elsewhere, Under these circumstances, I request that
you will ascertain what is the proper course to be pursued in such cases, where a Lunatic should
be detained while under observation, and on whom the duty of guarding him devolves.

(True Copy.) '
(Signed) R.S. ELLIS,
Acting Magistrate.

No. 72. Orprr THEREON, 9th June 1863, No. 894.

The Acting Magistrate of the Madras District reports that a diffculty has occurred in re-
gard to the safe custody of a Lunatic forwarded under Section IV, Act XXXVI of 1858, to a
Medical Officer for examination, the Police being “prohibited by certain Departmental orders
from taking charge of persons, supposed to be deranged, while under Medical observation. Mr.
Ellis considers that the proper course would be for the Civil Surgeon to make arrangements for
the safe keeping of the Lunatic, and to charge the expense thus incurred to the Magistracy by
a Contingent Bill.

2. It appears to the Governor in Council that as there is no Lunatic Asylum at Chingle-
put, the man should be sent to the Gaol Hospital there where he will be under the constant
supervision of the Surgeon and the Jail Dresser, and at thesame time be securely guarded.

(Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT,
Chief Secretary.

Bxd. T. McMooiry.
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