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Prqceediv;g& of the Madras Government, Judicial De]ﬁar'finent,'
) o . 20th May 1863, B
 No.158.  Read the following Petition :— - s
o T° : : ~ L e o
EE The Ionorable tke Governorin Council, of Fort Saint George,
&e., &e., &e.,

The humble Petition of the undersigned and others
. residing at Trichinopoly.

HumBLy SUEWETH, . .
, With due respect and submiss?om your Petitioners beg to be excused for the trouble they

. -~ give by this petition. - ‘ i
. 1. A town Moonsiff, on a mqntlxly_salary of Rupees 40, is established at Trichinopoly,
to heai'_‘and decide Civil suits for Rupees under 10; and they are, accordingly,” heard and

determined without expense, delay, or_inconvenience. PR .

2. Your Petitioners presented a petition to Mr. McDonell, the then Collector of Trichinopoly
stating that it will be most bencficial and convenieat to the people to empowerthe town Moon-
siff at Trichinopoly, to take cognizance of all Civil suits for personal property valued- under
Rupees 20, and to extend his jurisdiction over the surrounding villages, as one at Tanjore, who
_hears and determines slso suits against persons residing in the villages surrounding the town of
Tanjore, (that is, about sixty villages) and requesting him to rccommend this tothe Government.
Mr. Pelly required the Collector’s opinion as to how many town Moonsifls may be established
in this Districty The Collector has, on the said petition-and also as an answer to the above
question, reported to Mr. Pelly, recommending to empower the town Moonsift at Trichinopoly
to take cognizaace of all Civil suits against persons residing in villages surrounding the town of

Trichinopoly, within two miles.

A 3. Asit is the object of ihie Government to take measures which will prove beneficial ar;d "

* convenient to the people, your Petitioners humbly beg permission to state that the Government
will be pleased to invest the town Moonsiff at Trichinopoly, with the’ special jurisdiction under -
Act 13 of 1862, (a Bill foc investing certain Courts in the Presidency of Fort Saint George,
d either wholly or in part, with the jurisdiction exercised by Courts of Small Causes established
under Act XLII of 1860) aud to empower him to take cognizance of Small Causes, arisingin |
the surrounding villages and in the town of Triclxigopolly; this being for the benefitand conve-

nience of the people. )
(Signed) CHINNASAMY, Pillay,

,» ) RAMASAMY, Pillay,
and several Grain and Cloth Merchants of Trichinopoly.

'I‘mcnmofox.f,
21st March 1863. , .

No. 159. ' OrpER THEREON, dated 20th May 1863, No. 4. ) )
The authors of this petition are inhabitants of Trichinopoly. They pray that the jurisdiction
of the Moonsiff of that town may be extended over some of the adjacent villages, and that suits
for personal property, not exceeding 20 Rupees in value, may be brought within his cognizance.

2, The town Moonsift in question receiyes a salary of Rupees 40 a month, and it has
. ¢ already been proposed by Mr. McDonell that

Vide letier fiom Mr. Pelly. paragreph 46, in Proceedings X . . . . .y h
No. 353, 5th March 1863 o lings  ywelve of the villages adjoining Trichinopoly

. e

suits of these villages are now often carried before the regular Courts, owing to the incompetence
of the Moonsiff to exercise the powers vested in them. Their transfer to the town Moonsift
‘would, therefore, relieve the higher tribunals, while, at the'same time, it would ensure the dis-
posal of the suits by a properly qualificd Officer. -1t is also to be observed that the Moonsiff is’
already sufficiently paid, and that the arrangement proposed will not involve at'ly~additional
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" chould be added to his charge. The petty _.-
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Proceedmos qf the Madras Government, Judzczal Department
" 20tk May 1863. = ‘ "

A

expense Upon these consuleratlons the Government authorize the extension of the town Moon- .

- mff s Junsdxctwn, 80 as to include the twelve villages referred to by Mr. McDonell.

'3, As regards the second request of the Petitioners, the Acting Magistrate will inform them, :
A ‘that the jurisdiction of a town or village Moonsiff, in respect of the property cognizable by him, ',
cannot be raised above the limit of 10 Rupces, fixed in Regulation 1V of 1816 without the sanc- *,

- tlon ofa speclal enactment for which there seems to be no present necessny.
' (Smned) A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
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