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Proceedmgs of t/ze Madras Gouernment Judwzal Department
e 20J; “May 1863,

No. 143.  'Read the followmv letter from the Honorab]e D. ARBUTH\IOTT Magistrate of
. Salem; to the Hororable A. J' ARBUTH\IOT Chief Secretary to Government Fort
+ Saint George, dated Salem, (.nd Apnl 1863, No. 42.

IS

T have the honor to forward heréwith a translation of the plaint in Ormma] Suit No. 1 of -

1863, on the filo of the Civil Court at Salem ‘with draft of an answer which [ propose to file in
the suit in question and to request the sanction of Government to my defending the suit at

. the public cost. * )

\ 2. This suit has been institufs d by Sambalnwa Moorty the Gooroo or Priest: of the
Davanrra caste of weaversat Shevapetf against myself, Teroopala Chetty and 25 others belon'vmrr

to Salier class of weavers, for the recovery of Rupnes 12,000 on account of alleged damao‘eg‘and o

costs incurred by the Plamuﬁ' by - bemw promblted from proceeding with his caste nmoma.
through the disputed streef of Shevapett in the Salem town.
The facts of the case are as follpws :—-

[ad

3. The Plaintiff presented a petition in the month of October 1861 to Mr. Brett tbe ‘then

Magistrate, requesting permission td go through a disputed street in Shevapett.: The heads -

of Saliers or weaver caste (the Defendmts) also appeared before Mr, Brett and expressed
that they would rather risk their* lwes than to aflow the Gooroo to pass throunh thelx
houses. M. Brett apprehending 4 breach ‘of the Pzace if he were to allow the Gooroo to

pass through” the dxsputed streef .in processmn)proceeded personally .£2 Shewapett and after -

inspecting the locality pointed out to ;he Gooroo the way through which he could pass omitting
that portion of the street which was in ‘dispute to go to his disciples’ houses to receive his per-

‘ quisites. Dr, Brett passed an endorsement® to
® Copy enclosed.

. October 1861. Mr. Drett also sent a copy of
the endorsement to the head-quarter Inspector, and directed him personally to stop the proces.
sion if the Gooroo attempted to pass through the objected portionof the street. The Gooroo
did not howover agree to the arrangement made by Mr Brett, but made no attempt to move in

- procession. ST : :
; 4. A few months after the Gooroo moved the Moofty Sudder Ameen 3 Court for execution of

* their decree in,Original Suit No, 387 1857+
recognizing his right to pass through the disput-
ed main street in procession. The Court issued
an order to the Nazir directing him to enforce the decree. The Moofty Sudder Ameen gave me no

4 Confirmed by the Sndder Adalut in Special Appeal Suit
No. 141 of 1857.

intimation of the order he had passed to execute,the decrce. I was only made aware of the fact

by the head-quarter Inspector of Police on the evening of the day previous to the one on which

it was intended to carry on the procession, The head-quarter Inspector also informed me that -

disturbance would ensuc if the Gooroo were allowed to pass through the disputed - street in
pProcession, and that the Gooroo’s attempt on a former occasion was stopped by Mr. Brett as he
anticipated disturbance. The Superintendent of Police being absent from the station at the time

and as there was besides no time at all to admit of due precautions being taken to prevent 'my'
‘preach of the Peace, I issucd a warrant to the head-quarter Inspector to stop the processxon if

attempted. . ..

5. TheMoofty Sudder Ameen reported my interference with the Gooroo’s procession to the
Civil Judge, who called upon me for an explanation of my interference in an Extract from the
Proceedings of the Court, dated the 26th April 1862. 1In reply I addressed him a letter, dated

. th.e 1ith May’ 1862, No. 119, a copy of which is enclosed for the information of Government.” A
_". copy of the further correspondence which passed between the Civil Judge and myself is also

enclosed for information. .
G. As the Superintendent of Police returnel inthe meantime I made arrangements with

him to allow the Gooroo to pass through the disputed street with due precautions for preventing -

a breach of the Peace. The Gooroo passed through the disputed portion of the Shevapett main
street in procession with his caste insignia on the lst August 1862, accompanied by a body of

T

this effect on’the Gooroo’s petition on the 31st -

vy
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Pohce, at the head of which were myself, the Supcnntcndcnt of Pohce, and the Assmtant Super-
intendent of Police. '

4

'y

7. The subject of my mterferenco ‘with the Gooroog prowssmn has already been brought
'to the notice of Government by the Civil J udge, vide Mr.,Cherry’s letter to Government, dated

the 50th July 1862 No. 8, and Government l’zoaeedmrrs, dated the 13th August lSG.,
No. 1,300.

1
LI K
8." Time for filing the answer will expire on bhe 3rd May 1863.

N

9- I may state for the information of Gov em'ncmtuat the. G001oo did not include me's
as ouc of the defeadants in’ the suit in the frst mat'mw« It appears the Judge returned the!
pla.mt for amendment with a Diary order, a copy of wlnch is enclosed, when the Plaintiff added
e to the list of the Defendants. . . b
No. 44, : OrpeR’ 'rm:m:ow, 20th May 1863, No. 768.
v The Ma'rrstrate should defend the suit referred to in the foregoing letter, - Whena decree |
5 passed the Govcrnorin Council will determine whethcr or not thc costs, if any, shoald ba.
Jorne by Government D S . ‘
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