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Proceedmg: of the Madras Government, Judicial Department
15th May 1863. e i

?,

No. 80.  Read the following letter from H. D. E. DALRYMPLE, Euq., Master Attendant
: in obarge of the Marine Superintendent's Office ; to the Honorable A, J.
ARBUTHNOT, Ohief Secretary to Government, Marine Department, Fort Saint

George, dated Madras, 8th May 1863, No. 1,246.
1 have the honor 10 forward for the information of Govemment s lotter® from Captain

Castor, Master Attendant Cochin, and copy of & depositiont taken there . .

®* Dated Cochin, 4th
1863, No. mu' My from Mr. DuVerge, who it appears contradicted his first depouuon taken

t Xﬁ"é’& mmd telogm gt Colombo and afterwards disappeared.

" From JOHN CASTOR, Esq., Master Attendant; to H. D. E. DALKYMPLE, Eaq, Superm. |

tendent of Marine, Madras, dated Cochin, 4th May 1863, No. 128.
With referouce to my former communication® on this subject, I have the honor to plnco

ffaﬁf’si"o‘cf 1 m Magistrate, and in my presence.
2. This decluatlon is s0 completely at variance with his telegnm announcing the circum-
stances under which he landed at Colombo, and with the statement made before the Principal
Collec‘or of Customs there (& copy of which I enclose) that I am irresistably led to the conolu-

sion, that foul play of a terrible character can alone account fo.r the dmppeamce of the

. Schoouer.

3. I have personally questioned Mr DuVerge on this matter, a,nd his replies are replcta
with coutradictions and 1mprobab1htw|, and afford sufficient grounds for the opinion I ha.vo
ventured to express,

4. Afuer a brief stay of two days and leading me to luppm tbat ke would embark for
the Mauritius on the Brig “ Ibis” which is now loading here for that Port, I am surprised to
find that he has absconded from the place.

5. The vessel cleared out from, and left the Maumml, under command of Captain Puren.
and Mr. DuVerge, who passed bimself off at Colombo as Master of the Schooner, was Chief
Oflicer only of the vessel when she left. I would respectfully suggest that these particulars be
communicated to the authorities st Colombo that inquiries may be made how, and from where
be landed, for there is a strong suspicion that the Schooner * Sphynx” was never off that Port,

No. 81, To the Colonial Secretary at Colombo, dated Fort Snint George, 15th Mny 1863,
No. 783. :

1 am directed by His Excellency the Govomor in Council to ncknowledge the receipt of
your letter, dated the 17th ultimo, No. 9, furnishing copy of an Affidavit made by Mr. DuVerge, -

" snid to be the Captain of the Schooner “Sphynx,” accusing the Officer and Crew of that vessel

of piracy ; and to state that the necessary instructions were issued to the Master Attendant of
the several Ports of this Presidency, and also to the Magistrates of the several Maritime Districts
for the approhension of the persons charged in the event of the Schoomr u’nnng at any of the
Ports of this Presidenoy.
2. T am now desired to transmit for the mformntlon of the Ceylon Govurnment, & copy of
a letter from the Master Attendant in charge of the Marine Saperin-
Datced 8th Hly 13&3. No.1,216. tendent's Office at Madras, with its enclosures, from which it will be
seen that a deposition has been taken from Mr, DuVerge at Cochin
before the Joint Magistrate and Master Attendant of that Port, which is altogether at varianco
with the deposition taken from him at Colombo. Mr. DuVerge, it appears, absconded from
Cochin, afier a stay of two days, having previously led the Maater Attendmt to be]neve that he
ended to embaxk for the Mauritius on the Brig « Ibis.” * .
(Slgned) A J. ABBUTHNOT, ‘
Cbuf Scormry

int

Txd. T. MoMootry.

before you the deposition of Mr. DuVerge taken before the Joint ‘.
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