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Read the fullowing Tabular Precis of the reports made by eleven Magistvates of Districts, as to +
whetber any attempts have been made to carry out the scheme of Vidlage Sessions, and
to repress the issus of process by the Sub-Magistrates, in trivial cases cognizabie by

Districts.

the Village Magistracy.

- Village Sessions.

———

Trivia! Cases,

|
i

1. Bellary......

1. Goduvery.....

5. Kistna........

YT URSIIPN

No attempt has been made to carry ont the
tho arrangement suggested, as Mr, IHatha-
wuy cousidered the aystem enforced by him
a more efficacious one. On joining the

The Sub-Magist:ates have bLeen

District, he adopted measures, by which nol

one could hold” the reapunsible post of a

Village Mngistrate, who was unable to.
read, or ignoraut of the Regulations which

nflceted him.

Lvery Sub-Magistrate furnishea a quurterly]

statement of cases committed to him which,
ought to have bheen disposed of by thel
offending;

Village Magistracy —and the
parties are invariably fincd.

»

2. Coimbatore iThe records of the Magistrate's office show
that a (ranslution of Mr. Robinson's letter.

i

i

g

9th Naovember 1860, was forwarded to . all
Talug Magistrates with an order directing;
that Villuge Magistrates shoald settle all!
petty disputes, &c., once a weck, A strict!
compliance with this does not appear to)

have been observed.

Mr, Grant proposes to give his attention t

the subject, and expresses a hope that in!
the Inspector Generul's next report al

marked unprovemeut will be found.

attend.

Village Moonsilts,

e

8. Cuddapsh...Mr. Wedderburn atates that the appointment
of a stated day in the week, on which the
Village Magistracy should dispose of cases
way not considered necervary, as it might|
cuuse delny in the hearing of cases of &
trifling character, which are more likely to
be disposed of without the limitation of]
specified dates, on which it might be in.
convenient for the parties interested tof

Mer. Purvis states that no attempts have been
made 40 carry out the arrungement sug-
I gested, the same not, under existing cir-
cumstances, being considered feasible,

Mr. Thornhill reports thnt as no Village Cir-
cles for Revenue and Police purposes buvc‘
as yet been constituted, there has been no
opportunity for organizing the Scasions of]

CCTATT rpl sy G ed?

Circular Orders were issued to the

Every care is tuken to prevent

No opportunity is lost of enfore.

————

warned not to take up petty|
cases which are cognizable by
the Village Magistracy, and)
any neglect on their part iy
noticed,

eflect that the Village Magis.
tracy should dispose of al;
petty compluints, and the Tuh- .
sildurs were enjuined to seo this| : o
done, ‘

N

Su‘b-Mugislmtei entertaining
charges of a trivial character,
and such a3 1t I8 competent to
the heads of villages to dis-
pose of. :

ing on the Talug Magistrates
the necessity of throwing as
much magisterial work as pos-
sible on the Village Moonaiils,
or of encouraging the Moonsiil.
within their own  villages to
excrcise thotr magisterial fupe. - P
tions freely. Lvery endeavnri

will be made to prevent the ex-
cessive issue of processes by

L f—z://fl-'C/

the Native Magistracy. | 2 i
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Districts. - " Village Sessions,

— — ——

|
}
!

e e

Trivial Cases.

{
~ 6. Karuool.....!Mr. Minchin reports that no attempt has been|
. , made to carry out the suggestion for the'
constitution of Sessions of Village Moon-
sifts, as the newly arranged villages of the!
District are large, and the necessity for the!
Moonsitts at the hend of them to meet ju|
a neighboriug village, on & particulur dny.}
for the joint transaetion of magisterial
business, would, he fears, be much disliked
- by those Officers, : 7 ‘

- 7. Madvas....,. ‘Nothing has been dona in this District ta
' S carry out the suggestion.

Mr. Cunlific explains that he has no recol.
Jection of having seen the Order of Govern.
ment on the suoject, which appears to have
been lost in the Deputy Magistrate's
office, o :

P

In his opinion the plan iva good one for dis-

<1 posing of potby cases, whigh, if entertained
} at all, ought uot to go beyond the villaye
i

|
i
B
i

head. Ile is satisfied, that, unless th:
meeling of the quorum is inade compulsory,
these unpaid Magistrates will not procced
4 or 5 miles weekly on the day fixed ; and
further that it will be troublesomse to {he
Police to collect ofienders and  witnesses,
and to put up the cases, He will, however,
issue orders to the Sub-Magistracy to
attempt to bring about these meetings byl
. ¢ pointing out their utility to the Village|
' i Moonsiffs, but the Sub-Magistrates will

o

!

v

work very lukewarmly in the matter.
They dislike the Moonsitfa exercising
Judicial authority, as tending to make them)
more independent, and wish all the strife

and contentions in the District, however
trifling, to be brought up before them.,
selves, as adding, as they suppose, to their
authority and digniy.

|
|

sup Y ane Y

8. Aladura....,. e

.

9. Nellore .. ... No attempt has been made for introducing
. the scheme, nor, Mr. Eliott remarks, doeg|

’ it secm desirable to give effect to such an
order, till the revision of the Yillage Re-
venue establishments, the clubbing of vil-

. lages, and the formation of Village Circles,

now progressing, are finally curried out.

LRI et oy

Mr. Levinge submits that the

v

Mr. Minchin has coostantly im-~
ressed  on  the  stipendiary.
K'lagistracy the duty of dis-
couraging petty complaits,
aud of referring them for the
decision of the Village Moond
sifls,

Maay orders hive Leen issued
from the Magistrate's office,
forbidding the Sub-Magistracy
to inquire into trival cases,
which  should properly be
settled by the viliuge authori-
tieg,

necessary steps have already
been taken to prevent the isayy
of an excessive number of pro-

cesses In petty cases in the Dis-
trict,

e
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Trivial Cases. ’ ’
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10. ATanjovre ...... No steps have yet been taken in the matter.
. It is proposed, however, to give the plan a
fair trial. _ :

!

1
|

!
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|
!
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11. Vizagapatam )y, Carmichael etates that no opportunily i«
\ lost by him of insisting that all petty case

be invariably lefi to the head of the village,
but beyond that he has not thought prope
« togo. Hisown opinion is that Mr. Robin-
“gon’s proposal is not within the law—and as
both the Goverument and the people, and
M Rebinson would be satisfied with the
present law, if it were proﬁt_a"ly carricd out
each Moonsiff deciding his own village,

Taluq Sub-Magistrates ; and as  the pro—l‘
posed innovation, would, from ell he can.
learn, be unfavorably received in the Dis-
trict, he has contented himself with endea-
vouring to work the present law in its mteg-[
rity.

cases without interferenco on the part of the

Mr. Morris admits that the exces
8ive number of Summonses and
Warrants issucd in his Districy,i ;
isa serious evil, He attributes, :
it, firstly, to the very exagge~ . :
rated way in which the mos;! !
trifling assault or trespass iﬁ '
entered in the written com-
plaint, and sccondly, to thel
general incompetence of thef '
Firka Sub-Magistrates sincej Coe
November 1860 ; two genera ‘ 4
orders on the subject have been, ’ '
1ssued in the District Gazette, 3
but with verv little apparent, {
geod. Iu future, however, he ‘
intends carefully to scrutinize
the Returns forwerded to him
by the Superintendent of
Police, and expects that a few
Judicious  punishments may
wmake a marked improvement.
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No. 88.

“time and inconvenience to the people at large caused by the Tal

trates entertaining trivial cases cognizable by the Village Ht.giﬂ"‘“yt and i“_ thl" same lfalteuub. - 3
mitted a suggestion made by the Magistrate of Madura thfxt, in the Vllhgg Circles con.nututed ff)r ‘ .

Revenue and Police purposes, the several Village Moonsiffs should hold wee:ly Scl.il}:)nl for dis-
posing of cases within their jurisdiction, which might be brc{ught before tl.em.b:_ll er by the v
Police or by complainants, or be referred to them by the M‘S"t““‘_m" Police being in atten@-

ance to arrange the business. :

2. In circulating Mr. Robinson's letter, the Government desire all 'Magiutraten to‘ dis-"
' courage the disposal of petty complaints by any higher
, authority than the Village Magistracy, and, in regard to the
: i bsorved that, although unobjectionable
ent suggested by the Magistrate of Madurs, o .
:lr-l:iuljipl;::rluy to ggattended with good effects, it qould only be introduced gmdually, and w&s not to

‘Proondina‘l- 83rd November 1800, No. 1,837.

the people. . . o : : . _ s
e fo;cedlt;pgiloceedlﬁgll 6th August last, No. 1,254, the Government called upon all Magistratcs y .
to rep:)!'t whether any attempts have been made in their respeciive Districts to carry out th@- SR
arrangement, ' . IR ' o
1
——— A - - -~ - . - o ) 4 ) k. \" - N . _":..‘ . T R
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Owpem Hszrow, 18th March 1863, No. 419. .
In November 1860, the Inspoctor General of Police brought to notice the waste of public

ook Magistrates and Sub-Magis-.
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4. The substance of the reports, which have been received from only eleven Magistrates of ‘ _ /’ ) S ///:/4/ (‘.’/xaa/. .
Districts, in given in the Precis recorded above. Except in Madura and Coimbatore, where : | FERE P
ordera have been issued on the subject of V illage Sessions, no attempts have been made in the
other nine Districts to put the scheme into operation. In the Kistoa and Nellore Districts, the

4 . /J)I/ /J( et S, 7 Y {/" b Clex) oy /ZZ/‘:{/?’.
Village Circles had not been organized at the dates of report. In the opinion of the Mugistrate, ' _ / //

the plan is not feasible in the Godavery District, and would bo disliked in the Kurnool and -5,//

Madras Districts by the Village Officers, and in the Vizagapatam District by the pcople. The N ‘ ; 5 '
Magistrate of Cuddapah thinks that ihe weekly Sessions would tend to delay the dispogal of : / b - ({'/ tecre
petty cases. In Bellary, the system adopted is to secure efficiency in the Village Magistracy- / / /

by examinations, and by fining those who commit cases, which ought to be dealt with by them,

» 7. d -
for the diaposal of the Sub- Marrwtrates In Tanjore, it is proposed to give the measure a fair (A(x c%&‘zxi/{;z
trial. s ‘ '

/ /:///1/ 2Pt rs b P /
5. In all the eleven Districts, endeavours are made to prevent trivial cae

<
before the Sub-Magistracy. His Excellency the Governor in Council relies on the Mugistrates 7 Lz://
not to relax their efforts to discourage, as far as possible, resort to the Sub-Magistracy in trivial /
cases. 'The operations of the Sub-Magistrates should be carefully watched, and they slould be LSt / ’

reproved, if they are found to take up cases, which are properly adjudicablo by the village
authorities. They should be made to understand that their valus as

Magisterial Officers will Le l / /»{ '/
£ i
estimated, not by the number of cases which they may dispose of, but by the natare of them, and | [/ it ‘ / / /

BB -0 team B v - e e U

es from coming up

R

the manner in which they are dealt with,

. >

- 6. The Inspector General of Police is requested to submit the annyal Returny, in continuation ’ /Zj /j’)//pé‘gﬂ/{.;, Ve l._» //:/‘,/ //(( //zfa/ /i ety
of the Statcments recorded in PN}Ct"EdlD(“l 6th August last, No. 1,254, in a comparative form, so / /
as to enable HH Excellency 1n Councnlto sve whether changes for the better huve taken place.

" (Signed) A. J. ARBUTHNOT ' ' - //11/»1/ /«r/tuzt/ @ ? ce. 11,1/ ()/11.//// ////‘Zg
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