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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicia
10¢h January 1863.

A

No. 33. Read the following letter from R. COLE, Esq., Principal Inspector General
Medical Deparunent, Fort Baint George; to A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., Chief
Secretary to Governwment, Judicial Departmeat, Fort Saint George, dated 22nd
December 1862, No. 234.

In acknowledging receipt of Proceedings of Government and Order thereon, dated 13th
December 1862, No. 2,030, I have the Lonor, in obedience thereto, to submit the following
directions which I propose to issue to my Department on the subject of poisonous drogs in the
Stores, »

2. T beg to point out, with reference to the observations of Government ss to poisonous
drugs not haying a precautionary word affixed in the Store Depéts, that there no dispensing
takes place; the drugs are there s bulk, at the Presidency Depdt in the state in which they
are received from Europe from the Manufacturer or Druggist, without uny mark to indicate
deleterious qualities; and very many are transferred, in the bottles, &c., in which they are
originally received, to the Divisional Stores. It is evident that danger lies only when these
medicines come to be dispensed, and therefore the rule to indicate the poisunous quality of a-
drug, bas hitherto been restricted to medicines in Hospitals and Dispensaries, whee the Medi-

- cal Officer in charge is ordered to seo the mark affixed. Too much care, however, can hardly

be used, and the instructions of Government will in future be carried out, and all insues from
the General Depdt to the Provinces will be marked, and labels will be supplied to affix to poi-

sonous drugs sent out for administration,

—

RuLzs xxeanDinGg THE CusTonY Or Poisoxous Druga.

1. The Medical Storekeeper of the General Depdt at Madras, and all Divisional Store-
keepers, are enjoined not to issue any drugs which have been known to cause death, or to give
rise to accidents in dispensing, withoat the word POISON, in large printed characters, being
affixed to the bottle, vessel or box containing the drug. The word poison should invariahly be
in larger characters than the names of the medicines. : ' ,

£ For this purpose the Medical Storekeeper at the Presidency will provide himself with
labels printed on yellow paper, with the ward * Poison” in large English characters, and in
Tamil, Teloogoo, and Hindoostani, to affix to all bottles, &c., containiug such articles which he
issues ; and he will send with his supplies to Divisional Storekeepers labels, of convenient size,
to suit smaller bottles and vessels, which the latier Officers are held responsible for having
affixed to all their issues to Hospitals. i

3. In Hospitals and Dispensaries these medicines will be kept separ# from all others, in
a box or drawer, and the latter also shall have the word POISONS affixed, -and no other drugs
shall be kept therein, When medicines are in large quaatity, as Tint. of Opiom, of coarse it
will be necessary to keep apart ool the phial from which the medicine is being used fur pre-
scriptions, the bulk of the Tincture being put out of the way on the apper shelf of the Almirah.

4. Medical Officers will, in their Annual Reports on their charge, certify in & fool mote, to
te following effect :—I certify that the orders respecting the custody of poitonous uruys, issued
by the Principal Inspector General Medical Department, dated December 1862, are fully cacried

" out; and Deputy Inspectors General will, in their Annual Inspection Reports, in reporting on

the condition of medicines, state whether these orders are obeyed iu the case of all poisonous
drugh; and it is to be understood that, in such cases as they may find them unattended to, they
will enter the circumstance il} their reports, and (if at an out-station) not lea ve the place without
seeing the order fulfilled. In their weekly visits to Hospitals at Head Qaxrrters, they will
occasionall e the medicines with reference to this point.

" ¢ (Signed) R. COLE,
Principal Inspector General Medical Depariment.

pa——

Ro. 34. Orpxr THEREON, 10th January 1863, No. 31.

The rules submitted with the foregoing letter are approved subject to the following addi-
_tions and alterations. |
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2. Atthe end of rule € the words “and Dispensaries” should be added, and then the
" following sentence should be introduced. * On the labels affixed to bottles containing poison-

ous medicines intended for use at places where Malayalum or Canarese is the Vernacular lan-
guage of the District as at Calicut, Cannanore, Mangalore or Bangalore, the word poison should

. be printed in such Vernacular language as well as in English, Tamil, Telugu and Hindustani.

3. At the end of rule 3 for the words “on the upper shelf of the Almirah™ the words “ in
& box carefully locked,” sheuld be substituted. It appears to the Goverament to be inexpedi-

. eut that poisonous medicines should be kept in the samo Almirah as ordinary medicines even in

bulk.

(Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT,
\ Clief Secrelary.

Exd, T. McMootry.
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