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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depariment,
22nd December 1863,

- _ N

Read the following papers 1~

No. 187, From J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector General of Jails;to A. J, ARBUTHNOT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund,
2nd Noyvember 1863, No. 397.

I have the honor to request that, with the sanction of the Government, you will irnform me

“whether any change is likely to take place in the charge of Jails by Sessions Jud_es, as | am

engaged in drafting a revised set of Rules, necessary {rom changes that have taken place, and 1
shall probably propose to Government some modifications of the old rules in respect to the

- duties of Secssions Judges in charge, if that arrangement is still to continve,

2. Under the old rule you are aware that warrants were often addressed to the Criminal
Judge in charge of the Jail, and the rules were many of them framed on this footing.
3. There is now I believe a better prospect of getting efficicnt Jailers than was the case a

few years ago, and their duties and responsibilities may perhaps be increased and the Judge to

some extent be relieved if he is still to continue as Officer in charge, though | do not at present
see my way to his being relieved from the immediate and responsible superinrendence.

4. I presume the Central Juils are to be under Officers specially appointed ; in this case,
if the Jails were pushed on, the duties of the Judge and perhaps of Magistrates might be reduced
to those of * visiting” Zillah Jails. At present the large cash transactions as well as the super-
vision of the Jail are necessarily in the immediate charge of the Judge. '

No. 188. From J. ROIDE, Esq., Inspector General of Jails; to A.J. ARBUTIINOT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to the Governmeont of Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund,
2nd November 1863, No. 400. .

In acknowledging the Proceedings of Government, dated 24th ultimo, No 1631, I bave the
honor to state that the Circular [issued to guard Officers against undue expeunditure in providing
articles for the use of Jails has been withdrawn as directed.

"2, T cannot coincide in the opinion expressed that under a system of contracts the Jails
will be supplied at a lower rate with such articles as timber, the demand for which is so uncerain
and go small that it would not be worthwhile to any one to undertake it cxcept at a large
advance on ordinary market rates,

3. For grain and diet generally, contracts are preferred where they can be bad, but except
in the midst of large trading communities they are rarely obtained with any advauntage.

4, Inregard to the supply of material for manufactures, the contract sveren would perhaps
answer ; but I question if the immediate result would be satisfactory,

5. My great difficulty has been want of agency for the supply of country articles. The
Giovernment has an immense, and I believe very eflicient establishment, with agencies in every
pait of the country, which could, without any additional assistance, provide ¢ very thing that was
occasionally necded for every Department, and I do not hesitate to say that through the Com-
missariat the Jails would be far better sopplied with country articlesin occisional alemand than
they can be by any system of separate and small centracts. A note sent round 1o the first claes
Agency houses will generally ensure a supply at a very moderate cost of apy imported article or
information where the article can be had, or its supply within a reascnable time ab 2 vory mnde-
rate rate of commission. The first thing in the purchaser is to know what is wanted, the next is
to describeit exactly. I believe that any one would be quite safe in offering to purchase every
article required for the Jails of the description alluded to ab two-thivds the price at which tenders
for so small and uncertain a demand would be obtained.

6. One very material point with a person tendering is to be assured that the Officer inviting
tenders knows when he is faithfully served, and that the aceeptance or rejection of his goods will
depend on their being good or bad, respectable persons will not tender when improper means are
required to get the articles passed, and this will often be the case when the Officer inviting tenders
cannot of his own knowledge pronounce an article good or bad; few Officers in charge of Jails
know whether they receive a good or a bad article ; but if Officers were at liberty to purchase
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through the Commissariat, there would be no difficulty. The duty of a Comn:!
{x3

t0”
knew the quality and value of an article, and where to get it when wanted, Sessious Judges in
charge of Jails are nutselected for these qualifications, and must ueeessarily in v

at a disadvuntage.

No. 189. ORDER THEREON, 22nd December 1863, No. 1996.

In his letter, No. 397, the lnspector General of Jails inc

juires whether any change is likely
to be made in the arrangement under which the charge

s of the Jailis now vested at most stations
in the Civil and Session Judge.

2. The question has more than once been raised whether it is fitting that this duty should
be imposed upon the Zillah Judge. In many Districts where the business of the Court is heavy
the Judge has but little leisure {or superintending the discipline and management of the Jail ;
and, in principle, it is clearly wrong that a Judicial Officer should be employed on a duty so
purely executive. In the North West Provinces, the Jails, which were formerly under the
charge of the District Magistrates, have now been placed under the Civil Assistant Surgeons ox
Zillah Surgeons as they are designated in this Presidency; and in the Administration Report for
18G1-62, refercnce is made to the change as being one fiom which fuvorable
expeeted. In the Report in question, the Lieutenant-Governor adverts
having the District Jails  under the supervision of Officers,
* to their other duties, devote a certain

to the imporiance of
who can, withnot w- Jjudice
portion of their time cally to Jail « —time
* which the already overworked District Officers cannot afford.” He 2 that
' the scheme of placing the District Jails in the hands of Civil Surgeous mvoived co change
*“n Jail management, nor did it introduce any new principle, secing thut the emintoviment of
* Medical Officers as Superintendnts of Central Prisons had be. sty the
“ whole matter consisted in simply transferring a eertain amount of duty irom one elass of Offi-
** cory, who were already overwhelmed with work, to enother, who had leisure and inclination to
“ attend to detauils ; and from the complete success which has attended the mana.cment of
* Central Prisons under the supervision of Medical Oflicers, it is 3
*“enqually favorable resulic under simil pyimvacan Dislilel Juils.”

Ohar Mg

~xpect
3. 'The Governor in Council, however, is aware that
Officers who have given most atten:ion to the subject of Jail ¢
Jails nnder the exclusive charge of Medical Gflicers, and con
be perfurmed by the District Magistracy,

a separate Officer shou!d be appointe

s in this Presideucy, some of the
iscipline, are opposed to placing the

sider tk; duty which should
except in the case of the Centyal Jails, 1o each of which
d in the capacity of Governor of the Jail.

4. Mr. Rohde, in his letter now uuder Teview, suggests th

built, the charge of the District Jajls may be left to the J
of the Judge and Magistrate as visitors,

at when the Couua vaiis are
aile:
The Governor in Co
this arrangement. It appears to him that an Offcer
held responsiRle for the expenditure, w hich,
aud also to see, by constant visits,

the general supervision
uncil questions the expediency of
of a higher grade than the Jailer must be
as Mr. Rohde remarks, involves large cash trancaniivnn
that discipline is duly enforced and labor exsac:.

5. DBecfore, however, passing final orders on the subject,

the ( ~solves

to request that the liepecior Gene 's

;I“:Pa'ft‘ﬁ.‘f‘l‘zgg will obtain the onivien afih. Officers named
o T C. Toues. in the wmaroin

s C. Collett. °

«rrangement for
2D R Chamichaa, the management of the Distriet Jails, viz.,
s G Ly Mords.

» 0o AL Dan o whether they should be left, as at present,

under the Zillah Judges, or whether they
should be placed under the Zilish Surgeons, or under the District Magistrates or their Assistants ;

or whether any other arrangement would be preferable, 1In considering the subject, the several

“Officers whose opinions are now called for, will bear in mind that, very shorily, many of the
Pisricts in this Presidency will Le well Oficered by Covenanted Assistants, and that in some
Districts there are Uncovenanted Officers who might be entrusted with the duty.

e

BRIEN;

. . :,
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i i to employ
i he Governor in Council proposes '
harge of the- Central Jails, t m 8 . " ed and will
i " ]?:{ ﬂé‘iaf;‘ (B‘:;Ps, beginning with the Jail at Salem which is no:v ‘-Jen;‘g;;ill?:iy Finance
Omcersl()) w able of holding some GO0 or 700 prisoners. The Contl‘oloel c; being. smploped o
Bh';)lrttz re:lclzz)ted to state whether, in the event of Officers ot;) th(cleeigi’ifd tc;rpt % MiTita,ry Depart
i v ili s can be
: is n: ir Military pay and allowance . Ronnees 200
Qusies otfl.xthz?i ‘llitl;;(l};:;ef:)i th; cthge of the Jail, which will probably be fixed at Rup
t; the Liv e ) .
;)neinmensem, being alone debited to the Judiecial Depaltme;t 100, thas Jail supplis ould bo
Rohde, in his letter, No. ,
7. The proposal made by Mr. ohde, In | 1
furnished through the Commissariat, is one which cannot be entertaine

i A. J. ARBUTHNOT,
(Signed) Chief Recretary.

Exd T. McMootry.
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